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Rosyth keeps 
the little ships, 
Type 42s for 
Portsmouth 




ship's 
company 
members took 
part in the 
Queen's 
Birthday 
parade T is 
West indies 
guardship 
HMS 

Ambuscade. 

More 

pictures by 
WO(Phot) 

Bob Pearce in 
page 29. 


ROYAL Navy and Royal Marines numbers are to 
be reduced, in line with reductions in the size of the 
Fleet, from the present total requirement of around 
63,000, including trainees, to about 55,000 by the 
mid-1990s. 


The new 55,000 figure — 
announced in Che 1991 De¬ 
fence While Paper and 
5,000 lower than envisaged 
in the Options for Change 
statement of July last year 
— reflects further work car¬ 
ried out in refining neces¬ 
sary manpower levels for 
the post-Options Service, 
Navy News was told. 

In particular, the manpower 
requirement now takes into 


account plans for rationalisa¬ 
tion of support activities. 
“There is no substance in Press 
reports that this lower level re¬ 
sulted from a deal to preserve 
the equipment programme at 
the expense of people,” it was 
stated. 

The high outflow of person¬ 
nel in 1989-90 left the Navy 
under-strength and, although 
the loss of trained personnel 

• Turn to page 33 


After presenting a new colour to Naval Air Command at Yeovil- 
ton, The Queen reviews a fly-past of 57 aircraft representing 
the history of the Fleet Air Arm (see page 9). 


‘Some disruption inevitable 5 


FOLLOWING the extensive review of naval base arrangements, 
Royal Navy ships will continue to be based at Portsmouth, Devon- 
port, Rosyth and Faslane — but Rosyth’s four Type 42 destroyers 
will transfer to Portsmouth, where more than 1,000 of its Service 

personnel will re-locate. 

Other points announced in the outline of the Navy’s 
future support infrastructure include: 


COMMENTING on his message to the Fleet 
outlining the support structure for the 
“ post-Options*’ Royal Navy, the First Sea 
Lord (Admiral Sir Julian Oswald) said f “A 
change such as this cannot he implement¬ 
ed overnight and in developing detailed 
plans we will seek to minimise the disrup¬ 
tion for our Service and civilian men , wom¬ 
en and families. 

“Notice for appointment or draft wilt, wherev¬ 
er possible, be in keeping with accepted rules. 
The Naval Secretary and Captain Naval Drafting 
will take account of those with special needs.” 

He also said , "Disruption for some of our 
people is inevitable with implications which are 


weit understood ; but clearly, in the changed 
international situation in which we must operate f 
now and in the future , and in the severely con¬ 
strained financial environment T support must be 
provided commensurate with the size of the 
Fleet and in the most cost-effective way. 

“It will be necessary , fberefore, fo look for 
further reductions in the support and training 
areas fo match fhe anticipated post-Options 
front line." 

Earlier, introducing this year's Defence White 
Paper, the Defence Secretary Mr. Tom King had 
said that for most of the Armed forces their 
future in the forces would continue to be a good 
one. “The vast majority of them will not be af¬ 
fected in any serious way and I want them to 
know that,” he said. 


# A continuing need for 
a naval presence at 
Portland. 

0 Ships of the Northern 
Ireland Squadron to move 
to Faslane. 

0 RN air station HMS 
Daedalus and a number of 
stores depots to close, and 
HMS Nelson’s Gunwharf 
waterfront site — formerly 
HMS Vernon — to be sold. 

After referring in a Com¬ 
mons answer to each of the 
four base ports and to the Port¬ 
land operating base. Defence 


manning cut 
by mid ’90s 


HAMILTON LADY 


Secretary Mr. Tom King said, 
“We will now proceed to ra¬ 
tionalise the support activities 
in each of these naval base 
areas.” 

He went on, “The Rosyth- 
based squadron of four Type 42 
destroyers — HMS York, Glas¬ 
gow, Liverpool and Edinburgh 
— will be redeployed to Ports¬ 
mouth, which will become their 
base port. This will allow the 
support activity for Type 42s to 
be concentrated in Portsmouth 
with consequent economics. 

“This move to Portsmouth 
will take place progressively 
from mid-1993 to late 1994. In 
addition, the four ships of the 
Northern Ireland squadron will 
move to Faslane in 1993. 

Turn to back page 


Changes 


at the 
top 

IN A SERIES of changes 
now under way in the high¬ 
er administration of the 
Royal Navy, most parts of 
the Second Sea Lord’s 
department are to integrate 
with CINCNAVHOME’s 
staff, while at the same time 
some Service conditions 
matters will come under tri* 
Service administration. 

But a wide range of Tiaval 
personnel and other mailers 
will in future be conducted 
from Portsmouth where the 
Second Sea Lord will be based 
and his appointment combined 
with that of ClNCNAVHOME 
under a new title. 

The move forms part of 

0 Turn to page 33 


FLOODLIT 
alongside at 
Hamilton, 
Bermuda, 
where 
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Daedalus 

donation 

PRESIDENT of HMS Dae 
dalus’s WOs’ and CFOs' 
mess, WO Denis Day, pre¬ 
sented a cheque for £756. 58 
to Lieut.-Cdr, Bob Cox, Me- 
ehanics 1 Group Officer, in 
aid of the Carl Williams' 
Appeal. 

AEM Williams, who was 
based at HMS Daedalus, con¬ 
tracted an incurable eye disease 
and is now at St Dunsian's, in 
Brighton, undergoing training 
to prepare him to cope with his 
disability. 

The appeal also benefited 
from a donation of £174.50 
raised by members of the Lee- 
on-Solent branch of the Royal 
British Legion. 

□ O □ 

FT staff at HMS Nelson or¬ 
ganised a five-a-sidc football 
competition for the WilheL 
mina J appeal. 

The competition was won by 
a team of RN divers from 
FDU(GNE), one of 48 teams to 
take part, and £600 was raised 
for the appeal. 

□ □ □ 

The Trengweath Trust, a 
Plymouth-based charily help¬ 
ing handicapped children and 
children with cerebral palsy, 
has been adopted by Cun¬ 
ningham Division at Britannia 
Royal Naval College. 

Over an eight-week period 
they raised £1,000 for the trust 
with a charity bottle. Trivial 
Pursuit quiz night and by hold¬ 
ing a raffle with an unusual first 
prize. 

The Division is run by an 
RAF exchange officer, Sqn.- 
Ldr. Jonathan Hull, and the 
main prize was to swop jobs 
with him for a day. 




IfMUl Helping Hands 


TV personality Rosemarie Ford — Bruce Forsyth's “Girl Fri¬ 
day^ in The Generation Game — visited Great Ormond Street 
Hospital for Children to accept on behalf of the Bonham 
Carter Ward, an oximeter presented by RIM engineers from the 
North Corner Group, 

Staff at North Comer Group, part of the Reel Maintenance 
and Repair Organisation, adopted the ward in 1988 and since 
then have visited the hospital to distribute gifts and bring 
cheer to the children, 

Bonham Carter Ward specialises in heart surgery and staff 
were anxious to obtain an oximeter which measures oxygen 
levels in the blood following surgery. 

North Corner Group made the oximeter the subject of their 
1990 appeal and the £2,500 target was reached thanks to 
generous sponsorship from T. A. Brewers of Emsworth. 

The team, led by Lieut. Jan Rowles (who has now left for 
’ pastures new) also called in on the general manager of the 
hospital, Admiral Sir Anthony Tippet, himself no stranger to 
the FMRO as he was a former Flag Officer Portsmouth. 

0 Pictured with Rosemarie Ford are, back, from left, C ROME A 
Windy Gale t LWEM(R) Paul Martin* WREN Jane Teague, 
WOMEA Happy Day; middle, COWEA Fred Horabin, Staff Sis* 
ter Alison Tombs, Lieut Mike Dolby, Nurse Sue Boyd; front 
LWREN Wendy Broadhurst, MEM(M) Tony Wright and Lieut. 
Jan Rowles. 


Sunny smiles 
from Argonaut 


WHILE on WESTLANT deployment the ship's company of 
HMS Argonaut brought a smile to the faces of many local 
children. 


During a visit to Maracaibo, 
in Venezuela, children from the 
Salvation Army Orphanage 
were invited to a party held on 
board. They all clearly enjoyed 
themselves although a little 
wary, at first, of some very con¬ 
vincing pirates! 

H7HI 


After sailing from Maracaibo 
HMS Argonaut headed for the 
island of Grand Turk where a 
few willing volunteers helped 
redecorate the Soroptimist day¬ 
care centre. The team claimed a 
day's painting in the sunny Ca¬ 
ribbean beat a day on board 
any time. 

On the same afternoon the 
ship, which remained at sea 
during ihe visit, played host to 
a number of local school chil¬ 
dren. 



Highland fling 
for Inverness 


SITTING high in the saddle is Dr, Margaret er, PO Charlie McCloskey and Lieut, Steve 

Douglas, of Raigmore Hospital’s Rainbow Window raised £500 for the children's ward 

Ward, who was on hand to greet tour sailors and arrived in Inverness in time to rendez- 

from HMS Inverness after they had com- vous with their ship on a six-day visit to the 

pleted a sponsored cycle from Rosyth to Highland capital. 

Inverness. Highlight of the visit was the rmnehunter’s 

LS(D) Taff Tromans, AB(D) Gareth Fletch- commissioning ceremony. 



1 ' 





Marathon 

effort 

FIRST time marathon runner 
Lieut. Trevor Chamberlain, of 
CINCFLEET ME, notched up 
a respectable time during the 
London Marathon and raised 
£195 for Blend worth Centre, 
Homdean, a centre for handi¬ 
capped children. 

WOs Mick O'Shea, and 
Ricky Squibb, from HMS Roy¬ 
al Arthur, also took part in the 
marathon, completing the 
course in less than four hours 
and raising more than £500 for 
the Cancer Reasearch and the 
Cancer and Leukaemia in Chil¬ 
dren trust. 


ENTER 

JUPITER 

A TEAM of cyclists from HMS Jupiter burned up the 350 miles 
from Portsmouth to Middlesbrough in only 20 hours — and 
raised £850 into the bargain for ENTER, the Ear, Nose and 
Throat and Eye Research project, based at North Riding 
infirmary. 

On their arrival in Middlesbrough Cdr. Martin Manning pre¬ 
sented the £850 cheque to CRIr. Eddie Bolland, mayor of 
Middlebrough. 

Also pictured, from left, are LMEM Evans, CPOWEA Quirk, 
LMA Wickers, POMEA Wright, POWEM Whitier, LPT Ralston, 
LS(SEA) Lester, MEM Wilkinson and LRO Hall, 


Warspite bids farewell 

STAFF and residents of Netherwood House, Chelmsley Hospital, were presented with a 
video player bought with donations from the crew of HM submarine Warspite, 


In 1986 HMS Warspite an¬ 
swered the call, sent in the form 
of a poem, from the hospital 
and agreed to send postcards 
from all her ports of call 
around the world throughout 
the period of her commission. 

Sadly that commission has 
now come to an end and along 


with it the close affiliation 
between the submarine and the 
hospital. 

Lieut, Jo Jones represented 
the last commanding officer, 
Cdr. John Beatty, at the presen¬ 
tation of the video and was ac¬ 
companied by CPOs Fisher and 
Cooper, PO Barrack and ABs 


Clark and Phillips on this, ihe 
last of several visits to the 
hospital. 

In addition to the video 
player the hospital was present¬ 
ed with a framed photograph of 
the submarine and a poem 
thanking the residents for their 
friendship over the years. 
















































HORATIO the homing pigeon — his ample girth clearly 
advertising the good life in HMS Ark Royal — lazily 
hitched a ride in the carrier when she sailed from Ports¬ 
mouth for Exercise Ocean Safari 

Exercise was the last thing on Horatio’s mind, however — 
and when he eventually flew home it was by helicopter via 
Cutdrose, despite L/A Flo Foard’s careful directions. 

Some pigeons who made their number with another Ocean 
Safari ship were not put off by the prospect of putting in a few 
more flying hours. 

HMS Chatham played host to 21birds who dropped in for a 
breather 300 miles out in the Bay of Biscay, Before long the 
Type 22 frigate contacted the owner on Opppn and tote him 
they were safely off again, heading south V 


Over M ships took part 
in the 12-day NATO Exer- 
else Ocean Safari, which 
focuses dn protecting sea 
lines of communication 
between the US East 
Coast, the South Western 
Approaches to the Chan¬ 
nel and Gibraltar. 

HMS Ark Royal (left) led 
the Royal Navy's Anti-Sub- 
mafihp Warfare Group, 
with Sea Harders from SOI 
Sait aWd Sea Kings from 
820 arid 849 Sqns em¬ 
barked. Other units includ¬ 
ed HMS Birmingham, 
playing a major part in air 
defence with her Sea Dart 
missiles, andHMS Jupiter, 
acting as Convoy Escort 
Commander for the close 
esbdft 

logistic support was 
provided by RFAs Olmeda, 
Tidespring and Ofna. 


m 
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Snug new nest 

for Phoenix 


FIRST phase of the new 
£13 million Phoenix Nu¬ 
clear, Biological and Chem¬ 
ical Defence School began 
in June when Commodore 
Chris Hebron, Commodore 
of HMS Nelson, officially 
launched the project from 
the controls of a mechanical 
digger. 

Work is now under way on 
the 23-month contract for de¬ 
velopment of the 7,5-acre site 
at the north of Whale Island, 
Portsmouth, allocated for the 
project. Jl involves the reloca¬ 
tion of NBCD Training School 
from nearby Stamshaw and in¬ 
troduction of state-of-the-art 
training equipment. 

Features of the building in¬ 
clude practical instruction in 
damage control room simula¬ 
tors, a damage repair instruc¬ 
tion unit, and a protection 
training unit which will authen¬ 
tically reproduce conditions at 
sea. There will also be training 
classrooms and administrative 
and support facilities. 

Protection 

A separate project to provide 
fire-fighting training is current¬ 
ly scheduled for Phase 2 devel¬ 
opment on an adjoining site. 

Coastal protection of the site 
has already been undertaken 
with construction of a new sea 
wall Extensive tree and shrub 
planting around the develop¬ 
ment will create a screen from 
Portsmouth Harbour, 


First in 
towed 
array 


HMS ARGONAUT is the 
first winner of the Towed 
Array Efficiency Award, 
given annually to the ship 
that is judged to have con¬ 
tributed most in towed 
array sonar operations and 
training over the year. 

The award, which con¬ 
sists of a silver salver, a 
plaque and a cheque, has 
been donated by Dowty 
Maritime Ocean Systems 
who manufacture the Roy¬ 
al Navy's current towed 
array sonar system. 


Channel 

yachts 

rescued 

HMS ACTIVE joined forces 
with Falmouth Coastguard 
after a French yacht south of 
the Scilly Isles reported losing 
her steering equipment in a 
gale. 

The Type 21 frigate, on sea 
trials in the vicinity, stood by 
until the arrival of St Mary's 
Lifeboat. The yacht and her 
two French crewmembers were 
towed to safety. 

Earlier a diver from the Fleet 
Tanker RFA Olna came to the 
rescue of three sailors when 
their catamaran capsized north 
of the Channel Islands. 

Capt. Peter Nelson des¬ 
patched the diver in the ship’s 
Sea King helicopter and, with 
the De Ruyteris sea boat, he 
helped right the catamaran and 
ensured the safety of the three- 
man crew. 

Bar open 

AFTER extensive refurbish¬ 
ment the WGs’ and SRs T Mess 
lounge and bar at HMS Sultan 
has been officially reopened 
thanks to grants from the Sai¬ 
lors’ and Fleet Amenities 
Funds, a loan from the brewers 
and Mess funds. 




Happy 

return 

trophy 

DURING a visit to Rolls- 
Royce Motor Cars by a party 
from HMS Catimock, the 
Hunt class mine counter¬ 
measures vessel recently re¬ 
turned from the Gulf, they were 
presented with the Upkeep 
Trophy by Peter Hill, director 
of Manufacturing Operations* 
□ □ □ 

COMMANDER of British 
Forces in the Gulf War Gen¬ 
eral Sir Peter de la BilKiere met 
staff and students represent¬ 
ing all three Services and 12 
NATO countries when he visit¬ 
ed the Joint Warfare Staff at 
Royal Marines Poole. 

□ □ □ 

THE DUKE of Edinburgh was 
honoured guest at the Royal 
Naval College, Greenwich, 
when the Variety Club of Great 
Britain, of which he is Patron, 
held a party to celebrate his 
70th birthday. 

□ □ □ 

FORGOING a three-day trek 
across the Black Mountains, 
the 14 members of 2060 Petty 
Officers’ Course at HMS Royal 
Arthur got stuck into a spot of 
gardening, building a wildlife 
pond and restoring a sunken 
garden for the local Neston 
Primary School. 

□ □ □ 

DEAF people from the Wey¬ 
mouth area were taken for a 
flight in a Sea King Mk4 of 772 
Naval Air Squadron at Port¬ 
land followed by a tour of the 
Harbour and Weymouth Bav. 

□ □ n 

A MODEL of the Trident sub¬ 
marine HMS Vanguard has 
been presented to Britannia 
Royal Naval College, Dart¬ 
mouth, by Marconi Simulation 
with a display case made by 
apprentices from DRA Haslar. 

□ no 

THE Naval Riding Centre at 
HMS Dryad has received a new 
tractor — largely paid for by 
£10,000 from the Nuffield 
Trust* The old one was 35 years 
old. 


' ••• 


Birkenhead’s new baby 


HMS UNSEEN, second of 
the new Type 2400 patrol 
class submarines, is the 
first submarine to commis¬ 
sion and leave Cammed 
Lairds Birkenhead ship¬ 
yard for 21 years. 

The ceremony took place 
before over 1,000 guests, in¬ 
cluding family and friends of 
the ship’s company, CammeM 
Laird personnel and represen¬ 
tatives of all the Unseen 
affiliates. 

Special guests included 
Lady Paddy Thomas, the sub¬ 
marine’s patron, and Capt. 
“Tubby” Crawford, captain of 
the first Unseen, the Second 
World War boat, along with 20 
other ex-Unseens and 
families. 

After the ceremony, at a re¬ 
ception at Birkenhead Town 
Hall, toasts were drunk to the 
future of HMS Unseen and to 
the future of Cammell Lairds 
shipyard. The commissioning 
cake, which took LCK Taff 
Burtenshaw three months to 
make, using alt the traditional 
ingredients, including a bottle 
of rum, was all eaten up within 
15 minutes! 

• HMS Ursula, third of the Up¬ 
holder Class is in build in the 
background. 
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QA/S te wards merge 
to give more variety 


$ & S/Medic Drafting Team- 


Drafting Commander and WOs A pointer — Cdr. Peter Edgac (cxi 2383) 
WTRs, SAs, QAs, md ETS — Litui-Cdr. Sue Brookes (ext 2455) 

Office Manager & WTR SRs — CPOWWTR Ingrid Garlside text 2433) 
M R, JRs and QAs & ETS POWTR Mirk Ail ken (ex1 2285) 

SAs — POWTR Tali' Hinge (ext 2444) 

Cks, CAi & STDs — Uesit.-Cdr, Terr* Morris (ext 2456) 

CKs & CAs • POWTR Ken Eat well (ext 2446) 

STDs POWTR Jim Whyte (ext 2575) 

Medical QARNNS & FS Lieut -Cdr Mark WagstafHexl 2570); ROW WTR 
Debbie Hampton (exi 2445) 


Thanks! 

MOST Granby jobs were 
filled at short notice from 
shore units which invariably 
meant moving people with 
little notice, leaving gaps as 
a result. Without exception 
everyone accepted the situ- 
ation, was helpful, under¬ 
standing and constructive. 
Drafty is very grateful. 


The Second Sea Lord has approved the merger of the Quarters Administrators 
with the Stewards branch. The existing QAs will still have a full career structure, 
with preserved advancement and promotion quotas, but no new entrants are being 
taken, and gradually stewards will Fill current QA billets. 

The QA’s job offers a challenge, responsibility, and ample scope to exercise initiative. 
Liaison with many establishment departments, overseeing contract cleaning, administering 
the allocation and management of living quarters on behalf of the Accommodation Officer 
are all very much pan of the job. There are complemented billets in all large shore 
establishments. Future Steward training will include QA duties in the syllabus. 

Leading and Petty Officer Stewards who wish to explore the new challenge should 
complete a C240 in the usual manner. A PJT for these ratings will be conducted in HMS 
Nelson. DO (RN)98/91 has the merger details. 


"A FEW MORE MERGERS 
LIKE THAT AND YOU 
MIGHT END UP WISE 
ENOUGH TO QUALIFY 
AS A HOUSEWIFE / " 


instructing could be 
the job for you 

Cast your mind back to your New Entry days — Career 
Courses or Leadership Training — and you wilt recall those 
Instructors who not only knocked you into shape but whet¬ 
ted your appetite with their talcs and experiences. 

An Instructor's life is one of commitment, hard but rewarding 
work wilh enormous job satisfaction and the added bonus of 
contributing to the future generation of young sailors. 

The demand for Instructors fessional skills? Instructional 


f/'/E III 


WRENS AT SEA AND OVERSEAS 

. 

S&S Wrens are now serving in HM ships invincible, Juno, Bait 
leaxe, Brilliant, Beaver, Cornwall, Fearless, Sirius and Brazen, 
and others due this year include Ark Royal, Cardiff, Broads* 
word, Liverpool, Ambuscade, and Southampton. 

The number Of volunteers is encouraging but more are re¬ 
quired. If you are already a volunteer check with your UPO that 
your C1T1 has been actioned. 

WRNS volunteers for LFS must tick die YES box on their 
drafting preference form to remain on the LFS roster. If in doubt 










STEWARDS 
TO MERGE 
W/TH QA' S 


SAY? MOO 

,T» (>V * ■ i pl "' 4 - * _ 



at RNSS Raleigh and RN 
Cookery School. Aldershot is 
continuous so why not take the 
plunge now and fill in a C.240 
and change your lifestyle? For 
Aldershot, Divisional Officers 
should forward full service doc¬ 
uments together with a recom¬ 
mendation to the Cdr. RNSS. 
HMS Raleigh. 

To a certain extent many of 
you already instruct in your 
place of work and very good 
you are too — so why not vol¬ 
unteer to do it full time and 
pass on your much valued pro- 


Techniquc courses are avail¬ 
able and well documented les¬ 
son guides do much to help the 
beginner develop teaching skills 
and gain classroom confidence. 


/Ia7a7// Dra/ty // Pussers and Medics / 


Changes for ADP test 

THE ADP aptitude test mentioned in the Jan 91 issue is no longer 
available to establishments. In future assessments for ADP suit¬ 
ability with the S&S Branch will be arranged by Draft y for those 
being considered for programming billets. 

Those interested in acquiring ADP skills should continue to 
make their wishes known on DPFs. 


Outlook healthy but gags remain 


With the return of Op Granby medical staff to 
their respective sickbays/hospitals combined with 
buoyant recruiting, particularly on the female 
side, and a healthy throughput from the Medical 
Staff School, overall gapping within the branch 
has reduced since Autumn 1990. 

However, what this slightly improved picture 
hides is the shortage of males required for Subma¬ 
rine and or Commando service and dire nurse 


shortages, particularly ENGY Since the majority 
of MA and ENG billets are in Haslar and Stone- 
house it is the hospitals which are bearing the 
brunt of these shortages and hence the need to 
move nurses from sickbays last year to bridge the 
gaps. 

To those ENG’s and RGN’s hoping to return to 
establishment sickbays, Drafty will be delighted 
to oblige just as soon as this is possible. 


Reduce 
Military 
Spending 
In The Gulf. 

Come visit our 45 kilometers of incredible beaches on the Gulf ol Mexico 
and we’ll make sure you save more than seashells. We’re dose to Busch Gardens, 
and just 90 minutes from major attractions in Central Florida, So come see us. 
After all, we understand that people in the military aren’t soldiers of fortune. 

Military personnel save up to 50% on hotels and restaurants. 

And receive major discounts on car rentals and attractions. 


□ Please send more information. 




Oh Florida Gulf Of Mexico. 

On C ciunSy Po-.tuHJf 

Florida's Pinellas Suncoast U K Office 

1st Floor, 182/184 .Addington Road, Setsdon, Surrey CP2 8LB 

Offer good through February 1,1992 for all active duty and reserve military personnel and their families. 

827'08499£ 


StFetersburq 

Clearwater 


Volunteers for Family Services 


The Medical Drafty desk also looks after Fam¬ 
ily Services* personnel — noi a lot of people know 
that! 

The Branch is open to both RN and RNS rat¬ 
ings aged 25-32 (but not technicians) who, among 
other factors, must have sufficient lime left to 
serve after initial training (18 months) and must 
hold a full driving licence. 

Volunteers who are recommended are called 
forward to a selection board convened by CINC- 


NAVHOME usually in June each year. The annu¬ 
al intake varies in order to keep numbers around 
the 40 mark but averages between 2-4 per year. 

Successful candidates can look forward to a 
stimulating 15 week ’conversion’ course before 
joining one of the major naval bases where the 
work is challenging, varied and highly rewarding. 

Full details are available in BR 1066 Chapter 
19 and DCl(RN) 91/91. 


Team changes and successes 


After two years in the Medical drafting hot seal, 
trying to till a quari pot with only a pint of people, 
Lieut.-Cdr, Geoff Marshall has been selected for 
promotion to Commander and has moved to 
London. 

Good luck to Geoff in Ins new and well earned 
appointment and a warm welcome to the new 
Medical Drafting Officer. Lieut,-Cdr. Mark Wag- 


staff, who at the time of going to print has a full 
head of hair without a grey hair m sight! 

Congratulations also to Chief Writer Nick Car¬ 
ter on his selection for promotion to Warrant 
Officer and appointment to the staff of Flag Offi¬ 
cer Portsmouth. Nick has been the S&S Drally’s 
office manager and ran the senior rates Writers 
desk.We wish him well. 


TO ALL PERSONNEL POSTED OR STATIONED OVERSEAS 

WONDERFUL DUTY AND TAX FREE 
SHOPPING OPPORTUNITY DIRECT FROM 
WONDERFUL COPENHAGEN 

Top delicatessen — wines — spirits — perfumes — cosmetics — 
smokes — lighters — watches — jewellery — sport — clothes — toys — 
garden tools — TV & video — HiFi — cameras — personal computers — 
urniture — kitchen fridges — washers & dryers — air conditioners — 
electrical appliances AND MUCH, MUCH MORE 

YOU NAME IT — WE’VE PROBABLY GOT IT 


8 


Just ask for our spectacular FREE 500 page OSTERMANN/S AS mail 

order catalogue 

IBS (Duty-Free) Ltd. 

22 Melbourne Road, Teddington, Middx TW11 9QX England 
Telephone UK (0) 81 943 1079 
Fax UK (0) 81 977 3249 - Telex 8811692 IBSLTD 



































































NAVY NEWS, AUGUST 1991 5 







fwWl Ships of the Royal Navy No, 429[ [iM!i 

Wilton piles on the 


THE TOTAL FITNESS COMPANY 

NEW SHOP OPEN AT 

85 KINGSTON CRESCENT 
NORTH END 

PORTSMOUTH 
TEL: (0705) 651011 

Food Supplements (numerous brands), 

Clothing, Equipment. Books, Videos etc 

MAIL ORDER AVAILABLE 

Send sae for details H.M. SHIPS INCLUDED 


♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 


JOY'S ROSES 


Red/Pink (large)...... 

Red/Pink (large)...... 

.£13.85 

.£18.50 

Red/Pink/Mixed ...... 

Mixed with fern..... 

.£12.50 

.£12.75 

Special Mixed,,.... 

.£22.50 

Pink/Red Camations/Free&WFem. 

Roses/Carnai ions/Freesia/Fem ♦♦♦,„„. 

.£16.50 

....... £ S 7,50 

Iris-blue/Camaiions/Freesia/Fern .. 

Spray Carnations/Freesia/Fem . 

.£14,60 

.£10.50 


♦ 
♦ 
♦ 

A GIFT OF LOVE l 

Fresh flowers sent daily from the nursery to any address in the UK or ♦ 
Ireland. Include your own special message to show that you have your ‘ 
loved one in mind — someone — somewhere is wailing to hear from you, 

12 ROSES 
24 ROSES 
12 CARNATIONS 
40 FREESIA 
BOUQUET 
BOUQUET 
BOUQUET 
BOUQUET 
BOUQUET 

Beautiful hand-made “CUDDLIES” British Safety Standard 

CAIRO CAMEL Two tone.*. 13" long £14.75 

SAMMY SEAL White or Silver/Beige.27" long £21.65 

PINKY MOTHER PJG AND PIGLETS 

Pale Pink.....10 77" long £21.75 

BERTIE BADGER Black/White .. 22" long £21.60 

LEO THE LION Brown/Gold lying. 15" long £16.85 

EDWARD BEAR Gldn Br/Bcige with Bow. \ 9 f ' high £26.50 

*Choiceof embroidered coloured Jumpers, dk/lght blue, red. no more than 12 letters 
per 3 lines, space counts as I letter eg, love daddy, love phit, mary’s teddy. 
WINSTON BEAR Bcige/Gold. jointed (D/Blue*) 19" high £27.80 

WINSTON BEAR Gold, jointed {D/B-LB-Red*) 14" high £18.95 

BREWSTER BEAR Gold (D/B — LB — Red*),,,, 15" high £14.75 

CHUBBY BEAR Gold, jointed (D/B-LB-Ked*) 1U high £14,75 

BENJIE BEAR Gold, jointed {D/B-LB-Red*)9'A" high £10.00 

Prices + order forms available upon request At] prices include P. P. and VAT 
* MM VlSA/ACCESS/AM EXP CARDS ACCEPTED 

■■■ Please make cheque or P.O. payable to: 

JOY'S ROSES AND TOYS, Flamingo, Ba$ Cape lies, St Sampson + 
Guemsev, C.L Telephone: (0481) 46708. Fax (0481) 43406 ♦ 

^++++++++++++++++++++++++++*++++++++++++++ 


For details of our concession fares pop into our 
Neptune Block or ring HMS Nelson 
Mil Ext 23744/21468 Direct (0705) 874128 
om advanced vcmpwm &ooicinc system? are able tooffeii a fast, 

FLEXIBLE SERVICE FOR ALL ABTA/IATA/ATOL HOLIDAY AND TRAVEL 
PACKAGES TO INCLUDE COACH, CAR HIRE AND HOTELS 


HMS NELSON 
(0705) 874128 
Mil Ex: 23744/24167 


service 

BACK at sea after an extended maintenance period, 
HMS Wilton has recently been ^converted for her new 
role as Dartmouth navigation training ship. 

The conversion was un¬ 
dertaken at Rosyth and in¬ 
volved the removal of the 


Wilton's minesweeping ca¬ 
pability and the installation 
of a purpose-built class¬ 
room for training. 

Here young officers from Bri¬ 
tannia Royal Naval College 
come to grips with the com¬ 
plexities of navigation. Pre¬ 
viously they trained in HM 
ships Sandpiper and Pctcrel. 

HMS Wilton operates mainly 
off the south coast of England. 
Extra accommodation and faci¬ 
lities have been provided for 
the trainees — who include 
Women’s Royal Naval Service 
officers. For many of the train¬ 
ees, these trips are their intro¬ 
duction to life at sea. 

Minehunting 

HMS Wilton’s minehunting 
capability — a high frequency 
sonar to detect mines — has 
been retained. Once located, a 
mine can be destroyed by 
means of an explosive charge 
delivered alongside using a 
Gemini dinghy. Or an em¬ 
barked diving team can investi¬ 
gate and then either destroy the 
mine or render it safe. 

While hunting, the vessel is 
driven hy small propellers 
mounted on her rudders. This 
system provides the precise 
manoeuvrability at the slow 


speeds required for mine- 
hunting. 

HMS Wilton was launched in 
January 1972 and entered na- 
val service in the June of the 
following year. Built by Vosper 
Thorny croft to the tried and 
trusted Ton-class specification, 
she is famous for being the first 
mine countermeasures vessel to 
be constructed of glass rein¬ 
forced plastic (GRP) and was 
the prototype for the latest gen¬ 
eration of MCMVs. 

At the time her hull was the 
largest ever constructed in 
GRP, a lightweight material re¬ 
quiring little maintenance and 
ideally suited with its non-mag- 
netic signature to mine 
countermeasures. 

HMS Wilton has been de¬ 
ployed all round the LJK, 
Europe and the Middle East 
and has assisted in the success¬ 
ful clearance of mines from the 
Suez Canal in 1974, She has 
also taken part in such diverse 
activities as search and rescue 
operations for lost aircraft, mis¬ 
siles and ships, coastal patrol 
work and numerous exercises. 


In the 18 years since her launch, HMS Wilton has tackled a 
variety of tasks and proved the value of glass reinforced 
plastic as a construction material for mine countermeasures 
vessels. Named after the hunt in Wiltshire, her badge, inherit¬ 
ed from the wartime Hunt class destroyer, features the head 
of an eagle wearing a gold chain suspending a bugle horn. 


Facts and 
figures 

Pennant no: Ml 116. Dis¬ 
placement; 450 tons. 
Length: 46m. Beam: 
8.5m. Speed: 16 knots. 
Range: 2,600 miles at 12 
knots. Builder; Vosper 
Thornycroft, Woolsion. 
Acceptance: dune 13 
1973. Main machinery: 
two Napier Deltic diesel 
engines developing 3,000 
shaft horsepower. Active 
rudders. Armament: 
1x40/60 Bofors, Ship's 
company: 23 officers and 
ratings. 


EIGHT battle honours were awarded to the previous HMS Wilton, a Hunt class destroyer 
commissioned in February 1942. She joined the 8th Destroyer Flotilla of the Home Fleet at 
Scapa for convoy escort duty. 


In addition to convoy escort, 
she took pan in minelaying 
operations in the Denmark 
Strait and in August was de¬ 
tached from the Home Fleet for 
Malta convoy operation. Pedes¬ 
tal. During this she was dive- 
bombed nine limes, but sus¬ 




tained only superficial damage. 

Later in the year the destroy¬ 
er took part in the North Africa 
landings at Algiers and nar¬ 
rowly missed being hit by a 
torpedo. 

In early 1943 the Wilton par¬ 
ticipated in the operation 
which destroyed the German 
submarine U443 off Algiers 
and in the successful blockade 
of Tunisia, preventing the es¬ 
cape of enemy forces from the 
coast. 


Laforey 


In March 1944, in the com¬ 
pany of the destroyers Laforey, 
Ulster, Tumult, Hambledon 
and Blencathra, she hunted 
U223 for 22 hours. The subma¬ 
rine was finally sunk by gunfire 
off Palermo after she had torpe¬ 
doed the Laforey. 

HMS Wilton then took part 
in operations to support the 
Army in Albania which result¬ 
ed in the capture of Sarande 
and Corfu. 

In December 1944, with 
three other destroyers, two 
landing craft and two motor 
torpedo boats, the Wilton bom¬ 
barded the island of Lussin- 
piccoio, in the Gulf of Quar- 
nero, Adriatic, where a base for 
enemy explosive motor boats 
had been discovered by 
aircraft. 

The Wilton went in to point- 
blank range to destroy enemy 
gun emplacements, and was 
slighty damaged by machine- 


gun fire. On December 12 she 
landed a reconnaissance party 
of Army and RAF personnel to 
survey the airfields at Zara Dal¬ 
matia (or Zadar, as it was 
called after recapture by Yugo¬ 
slav partisans). 

On December 17 the Wilton 
was back at Lussinpiceolo, tak¬ 
ing part with three other des¬ 
troyers in a bombardment of 
Fort Asino. 

During 1945 HMS Wilton 
operated in home waters before 
be ring detached to the East In¬ 
dies Fleet When the war ended 
the ship returned home and 
was reduced to the reserve 
fleet. She stayed there, except 
for a brief spell as a training 
ship, before being scrapped in 
1959. 

• Battle honours; Arctic 

1942, Malta Convoys 1942, 
North Africa 1942-3, Siciiy 

1943, Aegean 1943-4, 
Adriatic 1944, Mediterran¬ 
ean 1944, North Sea 1945. 


POSTCARDS of Ships df the 
Ft ay a I Navy are obtainable at SOp 
each {minimum order £1.50} from 
Navy News. HMS Nelson, Ports ‘ 
mouth POI 3HH An order for 12 
cards Is priced at £5-50, and a 
standing order for the supply of 
each of 12 cards on publication 
can be arranged on receipt of 
£10. Prices include postage and 
packing, end postcards will be 
despatched on receipt of stamps, 
postal order or cheque. No post¬ 
cards are stocked cf ships which 
paid off before 1556. 
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Investing for 
civilian life 

1 READ with interest the articles about “Certificate of qualifica¬ 
tions* 7 issued on leaving the Service. 1 left in 1988 as a CPOAFA(L) 
after 22 years. I had obtained, by day release, some three years 
earlier, an HNC as an "investment*’ for civilian life. 




You NHT Pot ho enemies i 

NOT NOW IHFdXP W4R'S 


Money for ou> 
ROPE I Call it 


I would not have dreamed of 
showing my Cert* of Quals. to 
any prospective employer as it 
would be meaningless to him. 
Instead I invested my time and 
ctfort on my CV — the two-day 
resettlement course on this was 
invaluable. 

J had no trouble in obtaining 
offers of employment, only in 
deciding which one to accept! 
My only regret is that 1 did not 
have time to gel a formal quali¬ 
fication in management. In the 
three years since my release 1 
have moved twice — both for 
self advancement and job satis¬ 
faction, ! am now in a position 
which 1 enjoy immensely and 
with ihc rewards to match. 


Incidentally, I still believe 
that the greatest qualification 
an fcx-Serviceman possesses is 
his mobility, closely followed 
by his flexibility and reliability. 
Maybe the employment figures 
are a little more daunting at 
present but a Serviceman has a 
definite advantage over his ci¬ 
vilian counterpart, — G, Harr, 
Farnborough, Hants* 



Bl'TOte 


Her a&ot the 

POWC£N£H£F WITH THE 
Bf & SOUP MDLf. 



mar 


Letters 


IB 


Superior 

learning 


YOUR Item “Dudes wel¬ 
come on Western adven¬ 
ture” (dune) tells of a 
planned expedition to the 
“Canadian Great Lakes/ 1 

In my far off schooldays, 
when it was the in thing to 
teach children about the 
British Empire, we learned 
all about the “Canadian 
Great Lakes/ 1 It’s amazing 
how all the Canadian place 
names were well learned, 
but 1 don’t recall hearing 
much about places on the 
US shores. 

On a visit to Michigan in 
1985, I mentioned to my 
host that they were always 
known as the “Canadian 
Great Lakes/’ 

I quickly learned, to my 
surprise, that Ontario, Erie 
and Huron are half Ameri¬ 
can. Superior is nearly 
two-thirds American, while 
Michigan is ail in the USA. 

Our American cousins 
never refer to them as the 
“American Great Lakes 11 
— they )ust call them what 
they are, the Great Lakes. 1 
don’t think it’s likely to 
cause an international inci¬ 
dent but 1 think it would be 
more accurate if Britain 
dropped the word “Cana¬ 
dian” and also called them 
the “Great Lakes.” — P. 
Relf, Gravesend, Kent. 


Service loyalty 
needed when 
marriages fail 

IS IT not time that the Navy looked at the way it treated its men going through 
separation or who are divorced in these days of high Service marriage failures? 

When a man hits marriage beginning to recede, and he 
'll liSt problems he is given a three- may meet someone to startup a 

appeal 


Record 

delivery 

’NO record” (May) is well 
beaten by myself and A. G. 
Woonton* We both joined the 
RN in April 1030 at HMS St. 
Vincent (60 and 208 classes) 
and are still in touch. — F. F* 
Buckingham, Culcheth. War¬ 
rington. 


The Training Ship Royalist, the 
flagshi of the Sea Cadets Off¬ 
shore Fleet, so familiar around 
UK and NW Europe in her 
black and white “warship” co¬ 
lours, has sailed some 180,000 
miles crew r ed by 20,000 Sea Ca¬ 
dets since she was launched 
ini 971. 

Royalist now needs a major 
refit costing some £200,000 so 
that she can safely continue to 
provide a challenging and re¬ 
warding experience for the 
young men and women of our 
country’s future. 

Fundraising activities have 
therefore started in earnest, 
with financial assistance being 
sought from many companies 
and thousands of individuals, 
and a number of special events 
have been planned to coincide 
with Royalist’s itinerary during 
this year. 

Further events planned in¬ 
clude a reception and display 
alongside Royalist at Brighton 
Marina, which the Princess 
Royal has graciously agreed to 
attend, on Thursday 12 Sep¬ 
tember. the event to be fol¬ 
lowed by a banquet at the Me- 
tropole Hotel, A further 
banquet will take place at St, 
James’s Palace on 29 October. 

Anyone wishing to attend 
future events or support the 
Appeal should contact me at 
the Sea Cadet Association, 202 
Lambeth Road, London SEI 
7JF. — Graham Shaw, General 
Secretary, Sea Cadet Assn. 


month conciliatory period to 
see if he can sort things out. If 
he is shore side the Navy then 
slam him for food and accom¬ 
modation charges. 

This man, going through an 
already immensely traumatic 
time, has until such time as a 
court order is forthcoming, all 
the commitments of a married 
man, and these charges add im¬ 
mensely to his problems. 

I have known many people 
— myself included — who had 
this problem. A lot of marriages 
fail because of a man’s loyalty 
to the Service, Can the Service 
not show the same kind of 
loyalty to the man? 

When the man gets his di¬ 
vorce, the trauma of it all is 


new life. Why cannot the Navy 
be more in line with the Inland 
Revenue and recognise the 
man’s new status? 

I met a girl with two chil¬ 
dren. we bought a house to¬ 
gether, and the tax man gives 
me all the “perks” of a married 
man. I have a large mortgage 
and all the other commitments 
of a married man, but once 1 go 
ashore I will be charged food 
and accommodation. 

Can we not adopt a more 
modem attitude to the way 
people live — even the bureau¬ 
cratic red tape of the Inland 
Revenue do — and not com¬ 
pound to the man’s problems? 
— CY. BFPO ships. 
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Red letter day 
for pen-pals! 

I’M writing to say I will soon be getting married, courtesy of 
Navy News pen pal section. 

It all began in 1989 when I was in the West Indies and wrote 
to a girl in Kent. Letters went back and forth, with a few photos 
of course. Later we met and started going out and then — 
after t had a lucky escape from serious injury or worse in a 
motor bike accident — we got engaged. 

A loan draft at only three weeks’ notice made our wedding 
date look dicey* but with luck and some helpf ul people every¬ 
thing is now going ahead. 

There will be uniforms and a beautiful bride, and I look 
forward to the day with much happiness, and a thankful word 
for Navy News. — A Happy Matelot, (LMEM, Hants). 

• Our Pen Friends column is, of course, just that — simply a 
service which aims to provide postal introductions and often 
involves sailors far from home. But if romance blossoms and 
there are eventually wedding bells, our sincere congratula¬ 
tions and best wishes go out to the happy couple* 


Trusting 

husband 

REGARDING Wrens serving 
at sea, l have no qualms about 
men and women serving in the 
same environment at sea in an 
equal opportunities situation. 
However, I can also appreciate 
that women are sometimes not 
in a position to tackle the phys¬ 
ical side of life at sea. 

My wife is in the Navy and 
has spent more than five 
months at sea, and I am ex¬ 
tremely fed up with comments 
made by some naval wives con¬ 
cerning their husbands’ envi¬ 
ronment brought about by 
Wrens serving at sea. 

My feelings are that both 


men and women have an equab¬ 
ly important job to do whether 
at sea or on land. Any relation¬ 
ship is based on trust* — Naval 
husband, Plymouth. 


Bandies 
job is to 
hit the 
right note 


THE caption to a photograph 
of a Royal Marines Band (July) 
stated that “Bandies” are light¬ 
ing musicians. 

Could I point out that while 
Bandies support the Comman¬ 
do role in various fields — for 
example. Medical Squadron 
and recently in RFA Argus in 
the Gulf they most certainly 
are not fighting musicians. 

The job of any musician is a 
constructive and often sensitive 
one and requires an attitude 
and various amount of applica¬ 
tion to fulfil properly. 

We do not consider ourselves 
soldiers and I personally spend 
a great deal of time explaining 
to people we are principally 
musicians with a secondary 
role that is definitely not com¬ 
batant, — P. A. Weston. Band 
Colour Sergeant. Bandmaster, 
HMS Collmgwood. 


Desert 

originals 

together 

again 

YOUR item (March) headed 
“Gulf Squadron’s desert origi¬ 
nals?’ recalled the events at 
Worthy Down in 1958 as the 
“original formation” of 848 
Squadron. 

However, much earlier in the 
1950s, the years of the emer¬ 
gency in Malaya, the squad-, 
ron’s helicopters were oper¬ 
ating from RAF Kuala Lumpur 
and RNAS Sembawang, 
Singapore. 

Gurkha troops were “regular 
customers” and presented the 
unit with a silver kukri which is 
now in the Fleet Air Arm 
Museum. Yeovilton. 

Any of the “originals” inter¬ 
ested in a reunion might like to 
contact me, — L, Smith, Oak¬ 
dale Lodge, Hop wood, Alve- 
church, Worcs B4S 7AT. 


A good IDea! 


WHAT an excellent suggestion 
from J* Stuart, of Stuttgart, 
(July) over an ID card as proof 
that you are who you say you 
are. 

I have never, on joining 
several ex-naval associations or 
branches, been asked to pro¬ 


duce my Service parchment, 
nor have 1 known anyone else 
to be asked. 

An official ID card would be 
welcome, perhaps one that 
could be inserted into a 
machine as a pass, to prevent 
forgeries. — Jurnpa.f Ex-Tel 
RNVR). 


Phew, 
what a 
Scorcher 


AFTER being out of the Royal 
Marines for 23 years memories 
came flooding back when 1 read 
(May) about HMS Neptune’s 
new yacht being named after 
the S-Class submarine HMS 
Scorcher* 

During the ’60s I was in the 
Scorcher for a Special Boat Sec¬ 
tion exercise taking place in the 
Channel in mid-winter, with 
the weather blowing up pretty 
bad. 

On the order “Launch 
canoes” I was first man out of 
the hatch. One minute 1 was on 
deck, the next a w r all of water 
hit me and 1 was over the side. 

After quite some time l was 
hauled back on board by a well- 
thrown heaving line. Needless 
to say l w r as frozen, but l must 
thank the matelots who did a 
good job of bringing me 
around, especially the one who 
was under the blankets with me 
giving me a good rub down (I 
can always boast I’ve been in 
bed with a sailor). 

If any of the crew who were 
on board the Scorcher at the 
time are anywhere near the 
Yachtsman pub in Poole there 
is always a pirn wailing for 
them. — J. Mitcheson, 111, Al¬ 
lens Road. Poole, Dorset* 


Making 
a date 
to pick 
up rate 


I AM at present serving in sub¬ 
marines, passed for LMEM(M) 
in June 1986, and have com¬ 
pleted LRQC and leadership 
course. 

Five years later, I am now 
aged 30 and am already an 
MEM(M)1. 

No date has been given for 
when I can expect to pick up 
my rate, and 1 don’t believe I 
will ever get one. — 

MEM(M)1. 

# The official response to this 
one confirmed that there is at 
present little encouragement 
for candidates on this advance¬ 
ment roster* Since October 
1989 there had been only four 
advancements to ALMEM(M) 
(SM)* 

The overbearing currently 
stands at 28 and, with a con¬ 
stant monthly reduction in 
authorised numbers, it was dif¬ 
ficult to calculate when the next 
B13 would be issued. The pub¬ 
lished July 1991 list reflected 
that the top candidate on the 
roster had a basic date of April 
1986. 


LETTERS to the Editor 
should always be accom¬ 
panied by the correspon¬ 
dent's name and address, 
not necessarily for 
publication * 
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Bristol takes 
her leave 


THE TYPE 82 destroyer, HMS Bristol, 
the only one of her class to be built, 
made a farewell visit to Dartmouth pri¬ 
or to her final de-commissioning and 
disposal, 

Bristol had been the lead ship of the 
Dartmouth Training Squadron since 1987, 
operating in a training role giving young 
midshipmen their first experience of life at 
sea, so it was most appropriate that her 
paying-off and final visit anywhere in the 
world should be to the Britannia Royal Na¬ 
val College. 

HMS Bristol's future is, as yet, uncer¬ 
tain, and she may find a new lease of life 
sold to a foreign navy. Her commanding 
officer, Capt. Richard Hastilow, however, 
will soon be back at Dartmouth, for he 
takes over as Captain of the College in 
September. 

# Picture, right — HMS Bristol moored in 
the River Dart, below the Naval College, 


Fostering Anglo-Soviet 


relations 


THE FIRST Sea Lord, Admiral Sir Julian Oswald, became 
the first person to travel to the Soviet Union while holding 
this appointment when he visited various naval establish¬ 
ments, ships and submarines in June, Responding to an 
invitation by the Chief of the Soviet Navy, Admiral Chema- 
vin, he went to three of the four Soviet Fleet areas. 


The visit started with a meet¬ 
ing in Moscow with Admiral 
Chernavin and Deputy De¬ 
fence Minister and Chief of De¬ 
fence, General Moiseev, where 
a wide range of subjects, in¬ 
cluding maritime arms control 
and environmental issues, was 
discussed. 

Moving on from this cordial 
meeting, he flew to Severo¬ 
morsk to see elements of the 
Northern Fleet. While viewing 
a Victor III SSN, Admiral Os¬ 
wald (not a submariner by 
trade), was presented with a So¬ 
viet commanding officer’s 
badge. 

Questions 

From Severomorsk, he flew 
to Leningrad where he met the 
Naval Base Commander and, 
among other places, visited a 
ship building research facility. 
He was also invited to address 
the Kuznetsov Naval Academy 
where, although it was a public 


holiday, 800 senior officers 
turned up voluntarily to listen 
to his talk. 

Admiral Oswald “Fielded” a 
lively question and answer ses¬ 
sion, with much interest shown 
in Royal Navy issues. 

While being shown around 
the academy, he saw officers 
undergoing tactical training. 
The scenario involved a sea 
battle off the coast of Norway 
in which their friendly forces 
were represented as red and the 
enemy — yes — blue! 

Historical 

Before leaving Leningrad, 
Admiral Oswald visited the 
Central Naval Museum, where 
he presented a refurbished 
1912 naval officers sword to 
emphasise the historical link 
between the two navies. 

Moving on to the Black Sea 
Fleet at Sevastopol, he was 
shown around a Kilo class SSK 


and went on a four-hour pas¬ 
sage to Yalta in a Krivak class 
frigate. 

“Fascinating” 

The ship gave a gunnery 
demonstration before a ward¬ 
room lunch of caviare and the 
Crimean delicacy of red cham¬ 
pagne — not, it is reported, ty¬ 
pical Soviet naval fare — in¬ 
deed their warships are “dry”. 
Later the Naval Infantry dem¬ 
onstrated an impressive battal¬ 
ion strength amphibious as¬ 
sault. Once the beachhead had 
been taken. Admiral Oswald 
was invited to examine the 
equipment and was given an 
enthusiastic unarmed combat 
demonstration. He was also 
presented with a Soviet sailors’ 
uniform to go with the subma¬ 
rine commanders badge. 

While in the Soviet Union, 
he flew 6,000 kilometres in six 
days and throughout the visit 
was invited to examine equip¬ 


ment and question men freely. 

“It’s difficult to summarise 
such a fascinating visit but I 
was impressed with how open 
the Soviets were and keen to 
strengthen our relationship,” 
he said. “I was made to feel 
most welcome.” 

□ □ □ 

• The ship’s company of HMS 
Ariadne also made friendly 
contact with the Soviets when, 
during a visit to Antwerp, their 
frigate was berthed with the 
Krivak-class Bditclny and the 
latest Sovremenny-class de¬ 
stroyer, Bezbojazenny. 

Mutual visits were made 
between the three ships, with 
Soviet officers and CPOs 
attending functions in Ariadne, 
and the Soviet ships welcoming 
visits from Royal Navy 
personnel, 

A volleyball match was also 
arranged, with a very diploma¬ 
tic final score of I — I. 






For those in 
peril.... 

Disaster at sea is something we all learn to live 
with. But worse things can happen ashore — when 
sailors grow old, become disabled, fall on hard 
times, leave widows to be cared for and children 

to be educated. 

King George's Fund for Sailors looks after Naval 
widows and orphans from two World Wars, the 
Falklands Campaign and the years between. It is 
the Royal Navy's and Royal Marines' own 
particular Charity and the saf ety net for more 
than 100 maritime organisations. 

Founded by Britain's great Sailor King* 
George V, KGFS depends on your generosity. 
We look to you to help us continue supporting 
our casualties, from orphan care to old 
people's homes. Your donation 
and your legacy are vital! 


KING 

George’s 

FGNDforSAILORS 

The Safety Net for all Seafarers 



J Chesham Street, London SwixBMF. Tel: 071 -235 2884 


fieg Charily 226446 
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The Queen at the 
Gulf Parade — 

PRIDE without pomp was the keynote of London’s 
Gulf Parade which passed Mansion House in less 
than nine minutes — four Royal Navy and one Royal 
Marine detachments joining a 1,000-strong salute to 
the forces that helped liberate Kuwait. 

The Queen was joined on the dais by The Duke of 
Edinburgh, the Prince and Princess of Wales — Prince 
Charles in the uniform of an RN Captain — Prime Minister 
John Major, most of the Cabinet and leaders of the Oppo¬ 
sition, the Lord Mayor, Sir Alexander Graham, and the 
Crown Prince of Kuwait. 

The marchers were cheered on their way from Finsbury 
Square to the Guildhall by a crowd of over 50,000 — who 
voiced their own feelings of satisfaction and relief loud 
and clear. 

Drizzling rain restricted the fly-past, originally planned 
to include every type of aircraft that flew in the conflict — 
though the helicopters that were the stars of the war at 
sea were able to take part. 

In his speech after lunch — given for all the participants 
by the City Corporation — Prince Charles spoke of a job 
undertaken “with consummate professionalism and with¬ 
out undue fuss.” 

In contrast to the ticker-tape welcome that rained down 
on US forces marching through New York — a celebration 
in which HMS Edinburgh represented the Royal Navy, as 
featured last month — the proceedings had been under¬ 
stated. 

“Most of us, I suspect, felt no particular desire to dance 
tn the streets or to gloat unnecessarily over such a victory 
— in many ways our sympathies lay with the poor, abused 
Iraqi conscripts whose tragic fate lay in the hands of one 
unmentionable dictator ,.. We are giving thanks for the 
unbounded, selfless sense of duty displayed on all occa¬ 
sions by our armed forces. They did not revel in victory, 
nor did they wish to humiliate a beaten enemy.” 

On the same day Portsmouth also struck a quiet note 
with a special thanksgiving service in Guildhall Square led 
by the Bishop of Portsmouth, the Right Rev Timothy Bavin. 
All the Portsmouth-based ships which served in the Gulf 
from the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait last August to the end of 
the war in March were represented. 




y News 
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THEY’RE BACK! 
DUE TO 
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DEMAND 

Stay cool this Summer in 
our super cotton T-Shirt. 
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sleeves and crew neck. 
Available in white with 
Flag and ship design on 
the front. Sizes to suit 
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HAVE YOU 
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UK 
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CHILDREN 
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XX Lge 
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# Left — the Royal Navy and Royal Marines contingents march past the Royal Ex¬ 

change as they approach The Queen at Mansion House (below). 

• Bottom — the statue of Queen Victoria looks down on the parade in Portsmouth’s 

Guildhall Square. 
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— at HMS Mercury 

THE Queen and Duke of Edinburgh visited HMS Mer¬ 
cury as part of the celebrations marking the 50th 
anniversary of the Signal School at Leydene. 

During the visit the Queen planted a tree near the ward¬ 
room, Leydene House, and attended a reception in the 
WO's and Senior Rates mess before meeting families of 
naval personnel serving in the establishment. 

Members of the mess later presented the 50th anniver¬ 
sary cake to the Rachel Maddocks School, their adopted 
charity. 

Among the crowds who were there to greet the Queen 
were nine survivors from the HMS Kelly Reunion 
Association. 

Formed by survivors from HMS Kelly, sunk during the 
Battle of Crete in 1941, the association forged a link with 
HMS Mercury when it was suggested the Mew Entry Train¬ 
ing Squadron be renamed Kelly Squadron — the squadron 
also retains the old ship’s motto “Keep On”. 

HM Signal School moved to Leydene Estate in 1941 
when the existing signals training centre, based in Ports¬ 
mouth, was bombed. 

The site was to be returned to its owners after the war 
but was bought by the Admiralty and considerable devel¬ 
opment took place over the next 40 years. 

HMS Mercury trains officers and ratings in basic, contin¬ 
uation and advancement courses as well as NATO and 
other foreign and Commonwealth officers. 

The base is, however, due to close in two years’ time 
when its functions will be transferred to other establish¬ 
ments. 

Later the royal couple were joined by the Duke of York 
when the Queen presented a new colour to the Naval Air 
Command at RN air station Yeovilton. 


— and with the 
Fleet Air Arm 

The Queen presents the Naval Air Command’s new colour 
at RN air station Yeovilton (see below). 



Relief work 


• Above — the Queen inspects the Royal Guard of 48 
men accompanied by Capt. Paul Sutermeister and the 

Guard Commander Lieut.-Cdr. Peter Payne. 

• Right — to commemorate her visit to HMS Mercury the 
Queen plants a Golden Beech tree outside the wardroom, 

Leydene House. 


The Queen, who presented the old colour at HMS 
dalus in 1956, praised the Fleet Air Arm’s continued 
midable” reputation, further enhanced in the Falklands 
and Gulf conflicts and in peacetime support activities 
among communities in every corner of the world. 


NAC personnel were still engaged in relief work in Kur¬ 
distan and Bangladesh and were represented at the cer- 
mony by 409 of their colleagues from the air stations at 
Yeovilton, Portland, Culdrose, Prestwick and Lee-on- 
Solent. 


A flypast of 57 aircraft illustrating the heritage of the 
FAA, its nine shore-based training squadrons and 12 front 
line squadrons followed the parade when the Queen met 
members of the field gun crew — holders of all five Royal 
Tournament trophies — who fired a 21-gun salute on her 
arrival. 


Shot 

gun 

rider 

PO Paschal Powell, serving 
in HMS Gloucester, arrives 
in London for the 
celebrations to welcome 
home the Gulf forces. The 
Type 42 destroyer was 
joined by the minehunter 
HMS Atherstone and the 
RFA Sir Pereivale. All three 
provided contingents for 
the parade. 

during the war to liber¬ 
ate Kuwait HMS Glouces¬ 
ter provided air defence 
cover for US battleships 
bombarding Iraqi shore 
positions while the Ather¬ 
stone swept channels 
through the minefields for 
them. 
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AMONG the Women's Royal Naval Service personnel present at the 
meeting of the. WRNS Benevolent Trust were Lieut Heather Black a 
Kate Nicol, pictured (right) .chatting to the Princess Royal. 

Princess Anns, Chief was caotainecf by 
Commandant WRNS, is CWRENRS Dia Armstrong 

president of the i rust, (pictured centre) and also . 

which helps Wrens and ex- Included POWREN(R) 

Wrens in need, 


Georgina Wilson (left), who 
has now left the Navy. With 
them is the programme 
presenter, Sarah Kennedy. 


Kate., whose work some¬ 
times involves referring 
cases to the Trust, was de¬ 
lighted to be able to raise 
funds for this particular 
good cause when she and 
two colleagues appeared 
on the Busman’s Holiday 
television quiz, sponsored 
for the number of points 
gained. 

The programme pits 
profession against profes¬ 
sion and the Wrens from 
Clyde Submarine Base 
competed against teams 
of rose-breeders and rug- 
by referees. For the result 
tune in to ITV on August 21 
at 7 p.m. 

The Wrens team (above) 


Journal 

winners 

A PRIZE of £ 100 and two years 
membership of the Naval Re¬ 
view has been won by Sub- 
Lieut. Mark Smith (RNEC 
Manadon). Runners-up for the 
Commander in Chiefs Journal 
Prize 1990, who each received 
£10 and two years' member 
ship, were Sub-Lieuis. Guy 
Dale-Smith (HMS Bristol), An¬ 
drew Course (HMS Colling- 
wood), Kenneth Houlberg 
(HMS Blackwater), Philip 
Smith (HMS Nelson) and Peter 
Coulstm (HMS Collingwood). 
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M*y// People in the Mews /luhii 





eeps it 
in the family 

THAT'S my girl. W0(CQXN){SM) Gordon Blackmore proudly 
watched his daughter, WRENSTD Kirsti Blackmore, pass out from 
HMS Raleigh. 


Gordon, who has served In the 
Royal Navy for 28 years, is HMS 
Raleigh’s health and safety at work 
officer, while Kirsti Is now continu¬ 
ing her training at the establish¬ 
ment in Ceres Squadron, the RN 
Supply School. 

# And that’s my boy ... WEM Carl 
McKay has also delighted his fa ftp 
ity by passing out from Raleigh. 


Cad’s father CMEM(M) Mac Mc¬ 
Kay and his step-mother, 
CWRENWTR Linda McKay, are 
both based at Raleigh. 

But it goes further than that 
Cad’s own mum, Celia, his step¬ 
father and his grandfather are all 
ex-members of the Senior Service 
and were all present at the passing 
out parade. 


CROSS? 
OH NO, 
WE’RE 
HAPPY! 

CAPTAIN of HMS Mer¬ 
cury, Capt Paul Suter- 
meister, is pictured with 
the first seven cross- 
trained radio operators to 
pass out of the Royal 
Navy’s Communications 
School. 

These seven successful 
young men and women have 
been trained in both the tra¬ 
ditional general communica¬ 
tions specialisation and also 
tactical communications. 
This will apply to all Com¬ 
municators in the future. 

The magnificent seven are 
(back row, from left) JRO 
Simon Jarrold, JRO Matthew 
Brown, JRO Nicholas Cowli- 
shaw, JRO Mark Whittacker, 
(centre row) WRENRO 
Emma Wray, WRENRO 
Emma Riley and WRENRO 
Debra Webb. Standing to the 
left of Capt Sutermeister is 
instructor RS Mark Barnes. 
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WHEN HMS invincible 
visited Sunderland last 
summer, three local 
boys who toured the 
ship were so inspired 
by the occasion that 
they decided to join the 
Royal Navy. 

Now, having completed 
thetr training, MEMs 
Wayne Cote, William 
Procter and Neil Appleby 
are all serving in the 
carrier. 

They are pictured on the 
flight-deck being we I* 
corned to their duties as 
marine engineering me¬ 
chanics by the head of 
their department, Cdr. 
Richard Pelly. 

The shot was taken off 
the Caribbean island of $t 
Lucia at the end of an ex¬ 
ercise carried out with 
units of the American, 
Dutch and French navies. 

Picture : LAJPhot) Davfc Trtejf 


Half 

your 

luck! 

NO, it’s not James Bond, 
but PO Keith Farrow amid 
the bevy of beauties ... 

As a member of Commander 
British Forces Gibraltar Rear 
Admiral Geoffrey Biggs" staff, 
Keith was in the right place at 
the right time. 

CBFG's official residence, 
The Mount, was venue for a 
fashion show in aid of the Red 
Cross. Organised with the help 
of Mrs Caroline Biggs, the 
event raised £1,700. 

The fashions — provided by 
Classics boutique, Gibraltar — 

g roved a big hit, not least with 
eith, who’s pictured with (1-r) 
models Margaret Lombard, 
Alison Glivero, Tanya Desoiza 
and Diana Sutherland. 
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PUT IT 
THERE 

FATHER and son Geoff and Marc Dredge are ship¬ 
mates on board the newly-commissioned Type 23 fri¬ 
gate HMS Marlborough. 

As the youngest rating, 

16-year-aid Marc shared the 
honour of cutting the com¬ 
missioning cake with Mrs 
Phoebe Eberle, wife of the 
captain, Cdr. Peter Eberle. 

First slice went to Marc’s 
dad, marine engineer WO 
Geoff Dredge (see picture 
above). 

The Marlborough is 
second of the Duke Class 
“whispering warships 11 . She 
commissioned at Devon port 
to a fanfare of trumpets from 
her affiliated regiment, the 
4th/7th Royal Dragoon 
Guards. 

The Marlborough's spon¬ 
sor, Lady Black, wife of 
Admiral Sir Jeremy Black, C- 
in-C Naval Home Command, 
was presented with a posy 
by Katrina Brogden (7), 
daughter of LREG Tony 
Brogden. She was also pre¬ 
sented with a crystal fruit 
bowl on behalf of the ship's 
company by LS Don Ewers. 

During the commissioning 


ceremony three Long Ser¬ 
vice and Good Conduct 
medals were presented. 

• The names of 13 ship¬ 
mates from the former batt¬ 
leship HMS Marlborough, 
are inscribed beneath a 
framed painting of the ship 
presented to the latest ves¬ 
sel of the name. 

The baker's dozen got to- 

g ether after Mr Robbie flo- 
erts (ex-CPO GJ) put a no¬ 
tice in Navy News 1 “Calling 
Old Shipmates" column. All 
over 80, some of the band 
have since passed away, 
but Robbie himself and Mr 
Harry Hughes were fit 
enough to attend the 
commissioning. 

They were joined by two 
other “old Marlboroughs” 
who have more recently got 
in touch, Mr Bill Alder and Mr 
Sid Wise. The framed paint¬ 
ing, paid for by the original 
13, will hang in the new frig¬ 
ate's junior rates dining hall. 


Picture: LWREN(Phot) Alison Weight 


A BIG NOISE 
IN MEDICINE 


A COURSE on “Interpretation and Measurement Tech¬ 
niques in Noise Control” wouldn’t be everyone’s cup of 
tea, but for Surgeon-Cdr. Brian Pingree it was just what 
the doctor ordered. 


Brian Is a consultant in occu¬ 
pational medicine at the Insti¬ 
tute of Naval Medicine in Gos¬ 
port and he attended the 
course at Southampton Univer¬ 
sity courtesy of a bursary from 
the Smith and Nephew 
Foundation. 

The Foundation, established 
in 1974, supports education and 
research in the medical, nurs¬ 
ing and allied professions. 



Five decades’ service 

CDR. Keith Vicary, who joined the Directorate of Naval 
Warfare as the Navy department co-ordinator of exercise 
policy in 1978, retires this month (August) after 13V2 years as 
a Retired Officer Grade 1. 

But altogether Keith's continuous service amounts to 48 years. 
He joined the Royal Navy as an Ordinary Seaman in March 1943. 
After the war he volunteered for extended service and was recalled 
as a subdieutenant. 

In 1952 Keith was selected for a permanent commission and 
under-look a TAS specialisation course. Varied appointments at sea 
and ashore followed. His final appointment was to the staff of 
CINCNAVHOME in charge of the Port Headquarters Implementa¬ 
tion Team at Fort Southwick. 
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UNAIDED, 
UNDAUNTED 

HMS Hurworth, com¬ 
manded by Cdr. RJ. Ibbut- 

son during Operation Gran¬ 
by, encountered dense areas 
of' mining in the Northern 
Gulf with both sophistica¬ 
ted ground and buoyant 
contact mines present. 

Leading from the front, 
Cdr. Ibbotson — who gains 
the DSC — displayed out¬ 
standing professional quali¬ 
ties, says the citation. Safe 
transit routes were cleared 
through the main danger 
areas, and clearance opera¬ 
tions continued to within 
eight miles of the occupied 
Kuwaiti coastline, 

“Knowingly operating 
within enemy missile and 
coastal artillery range he 
was, by nature of mine war¬ 
fare, without close escort; 
undaunted by this and de¬ 
spite coming under enemy 
fire on more than one occa¬ 
sion, he pursued the objec¬ 
tive with single-minded pur¬ 
pose* earning the respect of 
all Gulf maritime forces in 
the process* 

4 ‘Cdr* Ibbotson displayed 
absolute devotion to duly, 
fortitude and immense 
courage in the presence of 
the enemy." 


Cool courage 
under 
enemy 
fire 


Lieut, P* D. Needham — DSC 

A MAJOR role liaising with the US Navy to develop 
Allied helicopter tactics for the North Guif was played by 
Lieut PJD, Needham, flight commander HMS Cardin, who 
receives the DSC. 

He was also the first to capitalise successfully on this work when, 
under the direction of a US Navy helicopter, he destroyed a Spasilac 
class landing craft. Flying within a mile of the coast under sustained 
fire, he identified the contact but had to break offbecause of lack of 
fuel. 

But he returned to the same area and successfully pressed home 
his attack, causing the first sinking by an RN unit in the conflict. 

A further series of attacks was conducted over the following days, 
resulting in the destruction of one TNG 45 fast attack craft, one T 43 
minelayer and two Zhuk patrol craft. The final attack was particu¬ 
larly demanding and involved him in five approaches to determine 
the best attack heading while drawing severe anti-aircraft fire* 

The citation refers to his cool and professional approach under 
fire and says his courage and competence were of an extremely high 
order throughout. 



THE GULF war resulted in a list of gallantry 
awards to members of the Naval Service which 
includes seven Distinguished Service Crosses, a 
Military Cross, Air Force Cross, Distinguished 
Conduct Medal, Conspicuous Gallantry Medal, 
two Distinguished Service Medals and a Queen’s 
Commendation for Brave Conduct 

In addition, there are 23 Mention in Despatches. 

Represented is a wide range of personnel, in¬ 
cluding HM ship captains, aircrew, divers, and 
RFA officers* 

The MC and DCM awards were won by un¬ 
named members of the Royal Marines Special 
Boat Service, with another of its members gaining 
a Mention in Despatches. Another Mention in De¬ 
spatches went to a member of the Special 
Forces, Royal Navy. 

Many honours were also gained by members of 
the Naval Service, providing — with the recogni¬ 
tion of gallantry — a total awards figure of 100. 
The honours marked outstanding service afloat 
and ashore and covered both the theatre of wap 
and “out of theatre’ 1 duty. Included were many 
people involved with maintenance of ships, air¬ 
craft and equipment, and with logistics. 

The Senior Naval Officer Middle East, Commo¬ 
dore C. J. S. Craig, and the Chief of Staff to 
CINCFLEET, Rear-Admiral R. T. Newman, were 
both awarded the CB. Marshal of the Royal Air 
Force Sir David Craig, who was Chief of Defence 
Staff, was created a life peer. 

In all, more than 800 military and civilian men 
and women who played a part in the Guif received 
bravery awards or other honours. 


FOR 


Exeter’s 

explosive 

situation 

FOR HIS courageous action 
when a large electrical motor in 
the forward auxiliary 1 machi¬ 
nery room of HMS Exeter ex¬ 
ploded and, caught fire, filling 
the compartment with dense* 
acrid smoke, A/POME A G. P. 
Robins was awarded the 
Queen’s Commendation for 
Brave Conduct. 

He ran to the fire, arriving 
before power had been isolated 
and while the motor was en¬ 
gulfed in flames. Together with 
MEM Leng — who received the 
C-in-C Elect’s commendation 
-— he attacked the fire with 
first-aid firefighting equipment 
and succeeded in containing 
the blaze to the motor itself 
preventing the incident from 
developing into a fire which 
could have resulted in the 
ship’s withdrawal from opera¬ 
tional duties for a long period. 


Divers’ ordeal 


in the dark 



Lieut Marshall {left) and P.O. Seabrook, 


FIVE gallantry awards 
were gained by members 
of two Fleet Diving 
Units which were in¬ 
volved in highly danger¬ 
ous Gulf work, often 
operating in what the ci¬ 
tations described as 
“atrocious conditions/’ 

DSCs go to Lieut. S.M* 
Marshall, officer in charge. 
Fleet Diving Unit A, and 
Lieut. A.P. Williams, depu¬ 
ty officer in charge, Fleet 
Diving Unit B. 

With FDU A embarked in 
RFA Sir Galahad, Lieut, Mar¬ 
shall led with selflessness and 
great personal courage, resolu¬ 
tely guiding his men in counter¬ 
mining operations against 
buoyant and floating mines and 
supervising protracted dives on 
ground mines to bring them to 
the surface, says one citation. 

He showed conspicuous lea¬ 
dership by putting himself at 
the forefront of the action on 
many occasions and, in particu¬ 
lar, deploying twice from heli¬ 
copters to place charges on live 
buoyant mines. He flew on 
many helicopter sorties as the 
supervisor of the EOD team to 
search for mines, often within 
ten miles of the enemy coast. 

Ashore later they searched 
the harbour and environs in 
three places, making safe unsta¬ 
ble live ordnance, beached 


mines, booby traps and impro¬ 
vised explosive devices, clear¬ 
ing buildings and oil tankers of 
ordnance and taking on the 
task of recovering bodies of 
Iraqi soldiers and Kuwait is. Of¬ 
ten these jobs required him and 
his unit to first reach the scene 
through areas of anti-personnel 
mines and barbed wire. 

The conditions under which 
FDU A operated were "atro¬ 
cious," with the men subsisting 
in cargo containers on a jetty 
with no light, sanitation or po¬ 
table water, in an atmosphere 
heavy with acrid smoke and 
toxic fumes from the oilfield 
fires, and diving in water with 
zero visibility because of the 
thick oil pollution. 

All the time they were at risk 
from random gunfire from un¬ 
controlled factions in the local 
population. 

Lieut. Williams was supervi¬ 
sor of an airborne EOD team 
and of diving operations from 
Gemini craft, spending many 
hours in helicopters in the front 
line of naval operations. He 
showed remarkable courage 
and stamina leading personally 
on countermining sorties, plac¬ 
ing charges on live buoyant 
mines and diving for protracted 


periods, often at night, on live 
ground mines. He also conduct¬ 
ed the task of recovering bodies 
from the sea into helicopters. 

Moving ashore, he took over 
as officer in charge FDU B, 
which was involved in port 
clearance work like that of 
FDU A and with similar atro¬ 
cious conditions. 

His conspicuous leadership, 
resolute professionalism and 
boundless energy ensured the 
unifs effectiveness remained at 
peak level, says the citation. 

Cool nerve 

As CPQ of Fleet Diving 
Units A and B, CPO(D) P.J. 
Hammond, who received the 
CGM, was embarked in Sir Ga¬ 
lahad. He acted as a supervisor 
of diving operations from 
Gemini craft in live minefields 
and of a helicopter-borne EOD 
team. 

He took the leading role 
many time in protracted night 
dives on live enemy ground 
mines to recover them, at all 
times displaying admirable 
calmness and great personal 
courage and working tirelessly 
to protect and direct his men. 


When the FDUs moved 
ashore he supervised and par¬ 
ticipated in the first search of 
oil tankers, bunkers and build¬ 
ings for booby traps, the task of 
recovering bodies and making 
safe unstable live ordnance, 
beached mines and improvised 
explosive devices. Often he led 
his men through areas of anti¬ 
personnel mines and barbed 
wire to reach objectives. 

“Through this extremely 
dangerous operation he was a 
focal point of experience 
among the divers, and his mea¬ 
sured advice was highly prized 
by the officers in charge of the 
FDUs*" 

Two members of Fleet Div¬ 
ing Unit A, A/PO(D) R, J. 
Peake mid A/PO(D) A. Sea- 
brook received the DSM* 

While in Sir Galahad, A/PQ 
Peake was effectively the depu¬ 
ty officer in charge of the unit. 

Operating as a member of a 
helicopter-borne EOD unit, he 
took part in the countermining 
of live enemy mines by deploy¬ 
ing from a helicopter directly 
into the water or via a Gemini 
craft. Twice he attached coun¬ 
termine charges to buoyant 
mines, a task he undertook 
with immense courage* Aware 


that jolting any one of the con¬ 
tact horns on the mines could 
cause them to explode, killing 
himself and injuring the rest of 
his team, he stuck coolly to the 
task* 

Then he swam to a mine in 
rough seas, which heightened 
the difficulty of placing the 
charge without hitting the horn. 
On e part tcu la rl y u n pi eas a n t j ob 
was recovering the body of an 
Irani by strapping the corpse in 
front of him for hoisting into a 
helicopter. 

The citation says he retained 
his buoyant enthusiasm and 
aggressive professionalism de¬ 
spite the "awesome adversity", 
showing dynamic leadership 
way beyond his rate and age. 

A/PO(D) Seabrook, also em¬ 
barked in the Sir Galahad, 
formed part of a helicopter 
borne EOD team tasked with 
destroying live enemy buoyant 
and floating mines. 


Five times he deployed from 
a helicopter to swim to buoyant 
tethered mines to place a coun¬ 
termining charge, each time ap¬ 
proaching the delicate task with 
a cool nerve and immense per¬ 
sonal courage, knowing that 
knocking against one of the 
contact horns would detonate 
the mine killing him and injur¬ 
ing his standby team. 

He maintained a resolute 
composure and iron will 
throughout each operation, and 
was also involved in the un¬ 
pleasant task of recovering the 
bodies of two dead Iraqis, 
strapping the corpses in front 
of him for hoisting into the 
helicopter. 

When the FDU A moved 
ashore he was involved in all 
the various tasks described 
earlier and the bad conditions. 
His boldness and vigour perme¬ 
ated through FDU A to pro¬ 
duce a closely knit team. 
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Louis-Bernard 
4-5 Queen Street 
Portsmouth POl 3HL 
Teh (0705) 736529 


Jack Blair Ltd 
47-48 Queen Street 
Portsmouth POl 3HW 
Teh (0705) 825046 


Owen Uniforms 
Lister Close 

Newnham Industrial Estate 
Plympton 

Plymouth PL7 4BA 
Tel: (0752) 338722 


Dege 

10 Savile Row 
London W1X 1AF 
Teh (071) 287 2941 


M AKE SURF. LUIS MARK IS ON THE SWORD BLADE TO ENSURE THAT YOU HAVE V GENUINE RENOWN SW ORD 


ROYAL NAVY OFFICER’S SWORD AND SCABBARD 


Crafted in England, this sword and scabbard is made to the 
finest standards of quality. It has a hard gold plated guard with the 
St. Edward’s crown and foul anchor. The stainless steel blade is 
etched with a traditional design including the EUR cypher and 
RENOWN trademark. The scabbard is made from high quality 


stitched leather and gold plated furniture. The Sword and 
Scabbard together come in a blue, lined presentation box with 
gold blocked RENOWN name. 

Other items available to go with the sword are; sword bag, 
undress sword belt and sword knot. Contact stockists listed below: 
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GALLANTRY IN THE GULF 







High score 

RN air station Yeovjlton 
scooped no less than 20 of 
the Gulf awards, headed 
by an QBE for Cdr Tim EL 
tringham of the Commando 
Helicopter Operational 
Support Celi T seen here 
with the rest of the 
recipients. 


DSC 

Cdf. R. J, Ibbolson, command; na officer, 
HMS Hurwgdh; Lieul -CcJr D. t H. Living¬ 
stone. flight commander. HMS Gloucester; 
Lieut. S. M. Mar&hgll, officer in charge. Flee) 
Diving Unit A; Lieut. P. 0. Needham, flighl 
commander, HMS Cardiff. Lieut-Cdr. M S. 
Pearey, flight commander HMS Brazen; 
Cdr. P. L. WrkxickE, commanding officer 
HMS Gloucester; Lieut. A P. Williams, dep¬ 
uty officer in charge, Ffeet Diving Unit B. 

MC 

The Military Cross was awarded to a 
member of Ihe Special Boat Service, Royal 
Marines. 

AFC 

Ueut.-Cdr. P W. Net son, RAN. flight com¬ 
mander, 845 Squadron. 

DCM 

The DCM was awarded to a member of 
the Special Beal Service. Royal Marines, 

CGM 

CPG(D) P. J. Hammond, supervisor of 
Fleet Diving Units A and B. 

DSM 

A/PG(D) R, J, Peake, Fleet Diving unit A;; 
A/PO{DJ A, Seabrook, Fleet Diving Unit A. 

Queen’s Commendation 
for Brave Conduct 

A/FCMEA G, P. Robins, HMS Exeter. 

Mention in Despatches 

Lieut. R. J, L. Boswell pilot, HMS Man¬ 
chester; Lieut,-Cdr, C, M. L Clarke, opera¬ 
tions officer, HMS London; Ueut.-Cdr, P, N. 
M, Davies, commanding officer, HMS Alhor- 
stone; Capt. M. S. J, Fartey, RFA, captain, 
RFA Oranqeleaf; Cdr. C, 0, Ferbrache, mili¬ 
tary assistant. British Forces Commander 
Middle EasE; LS(D) S. A. Fitzjohn, Fleet Div¬ 
ing Unri B; Sub-Lieut, M. J, Ford, flight ob¬ 
server HMS Gloucester; Lieut. G, Haywood, 
pilot HMS Cardrff; Cdr. A, L Horton, Royal 
Navy liaison officer, Guff; Cdr. P. H Jones, 
commanding olficer, HMS Hera5d; Lieut N. 
J. Last, flight commander. HMS Manches¬ 
ter; Lieut. P. A. Me Alpine, executive and 
diving officer, HMS Dulverton: LSCD) J, F. 
McFarFane, mine clearance diver, HMS Dul¬ 
verton; Lieut .-Cdr, i. McLaren, operations 
officer, HMS Gloucester; Sub-L&eui. R. J. C. 
Milligan, flight observer, HMS Brazen. AB(D) 
J, S- Ravenhall, mine clearance diver. HMS 
Hurworth; GPOAEA(M) K, B. Sargent, senior 
maintenance rating. 846 Squadron. RFA 
For! Grange; Ueut.-Cdr. M. P. Shrives, com¬ 
manding officer HMS Cathstock; Lieut-Cdr. 


F L, Smyth, commanding olficer, HMS Led¬ 
bury, Capt. W. J. Walker, RFA, captarn, RFA 
Sir Bedivere; Ueut.-Cdr. C. G. Welbom, 
commanding officer, HMS Dutverton. 

There were also Mention m Despatches 
for a member of the Special Forces. Royal 
Navy, and for a member of the Spousal Boat 
Service, Royal Marines. 

CB 

Commodore C. J- S. Craig, Senior Naval 
Officer Middle East; Rear-Admiral R. T 
Newman, Chief of Staff to CINCFLEET. 

CBE 

Cap!. J. A. Burch, Assistant Director (Mid¬ 
dle East), Resl of World Directorate MOD; 
Cep!. P. C, B. Canter, Assistant Chief of 
Staff (Operations) to ClNCFLEET: CapE. J. 
B. Dickinson, RFA, captain, RFA For! 
Grange; Capt. I. R. Henderson, command¬ 
ing officer, HMS London; Commodore M. G. 
Rutherford, Director Personnel MOD, 

OBE 

Cd’r. R, T. Crouch, engineering staff offi¬ 
cer, ClNCFLEET; Surq.Cdr. E. P. Dewar, se¬ 
nior medical officer, RFA Argus; Gdr. T. J, 
Etfiingham, commanding officer, Sea King 
detachment ashore; Cdr. S. W. Graham, 
DNOT. MOD: Cdr. J. P, S. Groonop, DOR 
(Sea), MOD; Capt. D. E. W Leech, RFA, 
captain, RFA Argus; Cdr. T. W- Ling, trials 
olficer, Boscombe Down; Cdr. C. G- Massie- 
Taylor. MCM staff officer, Rosyth; Cdr. C. S. 
McHugh OOR(Sea), MOD: Surg Cdr.{0) G- 
W. Myers, deputy Fleet medical officer, 
ClteCFUHET; Cdr. A. R. Nance, command¬ 
ing officer, HMS Cardiff; CapL S- G. Pearce 
RFA, captain, RFA Olnq; Cdr. J. C- Scoles, 
commander Task Unit 321.1.9 (MCM ves¬ 
sels) in HMS Heratd; Capt. 8. P, Tarn RFA, 
captain, RFA Sir Galahad: Cdr, P. R. Teor, 
staff operations officer, SNQME- 

MBE 

WQ(AEA)IM) R. j. Bentley. Repair Work¬ 
shop, HMS Daedalus; Lieut. C. Brazeodale, 
Avionics Workshops officer. HMS Heron; 
Lieut.-Cdr. A. W. BudkneH. operations offi¬ 
cer, Commander Helicopter Operations 
Coll: Lieut.-Cdr M. W, Butcher, command¬ 
ing officer, 826 Squadron; WQ(MEA)(P), R, 
L. Qrfford, staff ME io MCM2; UeuL-Cdr. M. 
P. J. Croome-Carroll, operations officer, 
MCM2; A/Cdr. J. H. Eldridge, DNW, MOD; 
Lieul. K W. Goidid, assistant Reel NBCD 
officer (Porlsmouth), ClNCFLEET SiaH; 
Lieut.-Cdr. D. W. Holmes, assistanl Fleet 
NBCD officer (Devonporl), ClNCFLEET 
Staff; Lieut.-Cdr. R. C. Ireland, group logis¬ 
tics oMicor, SNOME Staff, WO(RS)(W) R. E, 
Lee, Fleet Electronic Warfare Support 
Group manager. ClNCFLEET; Ueut.-Cdr. B 


J. Mansbridge. RN liaison officer with USN; 
Lieut-Cdr. K. M. Nap#er, Nava! togislics staff 
officer, JHQ; Lseut.-Odr. L. A. Port, com¬ 
manding officer. 846 Squadron. RFA Argus; 
Lieul.-Cdr. I, C- A. Stobie. supply officer, 
HMS Herald, and group iogisltes olficer to 
CTU 321.L9, 

Bar to BEM 

CPGAEA(WL) A, P. Dunn, 846 Squadron, 
senior maintenance rating. 

BEM 

A/LWRENRO L. J. Arlington, DNOT, 
MOD; CCAEAfWL) P Austen, product 
manager. HMS Daedalus; CV H. W. Baker, 
staff communications yeoman to MGM2; 
CWEM(0) S, C. Bell, fleet N&CD continua¬ 
tion training team, ClNCFLEET staff; CPO 
M, Caley, RFA, chiel petty officer deck, RFA 
Fort Grange: CPOAEAfM) S- A. Charles, in 
charge of Sheet Metal Work and Machine 
Shop, HMS Osprey; CPOAEA(M) P. J, 
Faitey, Naval aircraft quality assurance in¬ 
spector, HMS Daedalus; STD D. Gouldmg 
RFA, steward, RFA QSna; CPG(MW) T. P. 
Harmer, mCM staff (Mine Warfare); Stores 
Officer (Grade G) J. J Henderson. RFA. 
stores officer, RFA Fort Grange; RS M. A. P. 
Hoare, radio supervisor. HMS London; 
POSA S. J. Lamond, Stores Priority Progres¬ 
sion Ceil, HMS Heron; POAEA(M) C. G. 
May. Sheet Metal Workshops, HMS Heron: 
CRS M. McKeever, staff CRS to SNOME; 
CPOWEAfWD) M. J. McMillan, Fleet Weap¬ 
on Enqineoiring staff, ClNCFLEET; 
CCMEA(M) J. H. Morgan, Forward Support 
Unit; CPQfMW) W. A. Mulrain. inler-depart- 
mcniui co-ordinalor, HMS Atherstone; 
CPOCOPSMM) E. R. Nutt, Fleet dose range 
learn inslruclor. ClNCFLEET staff; 
CPOAEA(M) K. J. Olerenshaw. Supporl heli¬ 
copter detachment, Middle East; CPQWEA 
J r B- Paterson, weapons engineering officer. 
HMS Dulverton; CPOACMN R. N. Shadand, 
Squadron chief aJfCfttWfTffiri, 846 Squadron, 
RFA Angus; CPOMEA(M) N. L. Suggitt, Fleet 
Diving Units A and 8; A/LRO(G) M. 3, Thur¬ 
ston. DNOT, MOD; CP0AEA(R) K. L. Mal¬ 
kins, Rotary Wing Division Sea King Avion¬ 
ics, HMS Heron. 

Royal Red Cross — 
ARRC 

CNO G, M. Comrie, QARNNS, matron, 
RFA Argus. 

Queen's Commendation 
for Valuable Service 
in the Air 

Lieut. S. J. N, Kings, electronic warfare 
instructor. 829 Squadron. 


' * 


HMS Atherstone — lat¬ 
est winner of the Pies- 
sey Mihewarfare Effi¬ 
ciency Trophy — 
arrives in London for 
the Gulf Parade. Her 
CO, Lieut-Cdr Nicholas 
Davies, was Mentioned 
in Despatches. 


Taken to the limit 


WITH HMS Brazen playing a leading role 
in the multi-national force implementing 
UN sanctions, and later providing air de¬ 
fence protection to Allied Units, her Lynx 
helicopters assisted in the destruction of the 
Iraqi Navy. As flight commander, Lieut-Cdr. 
M. C Pearey, who was awarded the DSC, 
played a major part in this task. 

The citation tells how he conducted searches off 
the Kuwaiti coast at levels of below J00 feet and 
located 17 vessels heading south in support of the 
Iraqi assault on Khatji. HMS Gloucester's Lynx 
was called in to assist in the destruction of the 
enemy forces. 


He continued to press home the attack at the 
very limits of the aircraft's range and endurance, 
says the citation, and his courageous leadership 
and professionalism contributed to the preven¬ 
tion of an Iraqi attack by sea on Saudi territory. 

Next day he was again in action against two 
Iraqi vessels and later, again operating off the 
Kuwaiti coast, sought out small enemy craft hid¬ 
ing in coastal inlets and creeks. The aircraft came 
under fire while investigating a suspected mine. 

He made a significant contribution to the de¬ 
struction of the Iraqi Navy in circumstances 
which demanded the highest levels of profession¬ 
alism, courage and stamina, says the citation. 


Aussie’s 
Air Force 
Cross 

ON AN exchange tour from 
the Royal Australian Navy, 
Lieut-Cdr. P, W. Nelson be¬ 
came a flight commander 
with 345 Squadron and, as 
captain of a Sea King HC 
Mark 4, was tasked to pick 
up two casualties from an 
Army forward dressing 
station. 

In appalling night condi¬ 
tions he made an hour's 
transit to the dressing sta¬ 
tion at 150 feet above the 
desert floor, landing at the 
insecure site in full view of 
a continuing tank battle. 

This was an exceptional 
feat of life-saving aviation, 
displaying outstanding 
courage and selfless dedi¬ 
cation for the benefit of 
others, says the citation, 
and it exemplified his atti¬ 
tude and sense of duty 
throughout Operation 
Granby and his exchange 
tour 


‘Calm and 
common 
sense’ 


HMS Gloucester’s commanding officer, Cdr. PX, WU- 
cocks, and her flight commander, Lieut-Cdr* D.L.H. Living¬ 
stone, were both awarded the DSC 


During the months leading 
up to the Gulf war, the Glou¬ 
cester played a prime role in 
enforcing the Unit Nations em¬ 
bargo, stopping, boarding and 
searching Iraqi and other su¬ 
spect ships. 

Throughout the war she was 
the most consistently forward 
of all Allied warships, remain¬ 
ing in defence watches for 53 
days and nights. 

She provided missile defence 
to the US carriers, helped de¬ 
tect and destroy enemy mines, 
controlled Allied air defence 
aircraft, launched many suc¬ 
cessful Lynx/Sea Skua attacks 
on Iraqi missile-armed fast pa¬ 
trol craft and, finally, destroyed 
in flight a Silkworm missile 
which was targeted against 
mm or Allied vessels. 

Cdr. Wilcocks commanded 
with great stamina, calm and 
common sense, demonstrating 
aggressive flair of the very high¬ 
est order, says the citation, 
which adds that the Gloucester 
through her many achieve¬ 
ments brought the very greatest 
credit and honour on her cap- 


Lieut.-Cdr Livingstone — DSC 


Cdr P. L. Wilcocks — DSC 

lain, his ship's company and 
the Royal Navy. 

Lieut-Cdr Livingstone was a 
leading participant with US 
Navy ships and aircrew' in de¬ 
veloping joint procedures and 
tactics for use against Iraqi sur¬ 
face units. 

From September until the 
end of hostilities in March 
Lieut-Cdr. Livingstone flew 
360 hours in support of naval 
operations, with 200 hours 
flown in January and February 
alone. He was involved in nine 
boarding operations, the de¬ 
struction of seven enemy sur¬ 
face craft and location of two 
mines. 

He showed professional 
skills, enthusiasm and courage 
of the highest order, says the 
citation. His active participa¬ 
tion in the Battle of Bubiyan 
Island resulted in the destruc¬ 
tion of a substantial part of 
Iraq’s surface combatants, in¬ 
cluding three Exocet-capable 
TNG 45 patrol craft. 
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TICK BOX 

□ Single Red Rose EG 00 

□ 1 doz Red Roses £16,10 

□ 2 doi Red Roses £24.06 
O 1 doz Mixed Roses £tS.50 

□ 10 Pink Carnal ions £11 90 


-1 

□ 10 Mixed CBfnalsons El 186 I 

□ 20 Mixed Catnafions El 5.75 ■ 

□ 20 Fieestas £13.15 ' 

□ 40 Freesras £18 50 i 

□ De Luxe Mix!we E21.40 


YOUR NAME & ADDRESS (BLOCK CAPITALS) 


RECIPIENTS NAME & ADDRESS: 


Make someone 
pleased you read 
this ad today 

'l/'our choice of flowers, 
Afresh-cut in Guernsey f 
flown direct from the grower 
in handsome white 
presentation boxes to any 
address in Great Britain 
with your personal 
message. 

Sovereign Flowers are 
available all year round. 


Delivery required by (date): 
(Not Monday) 


I enclose Cheque/Postal Order for £v 
or debit my Credit Card No: 3L, 


Send to address below. Also 24 hr. Answerphone. 
For more than one order use separate sheet of paper. 


3overeign\Fly 


Sovereign I Flying Florist 


LA CHAUMETTE NURSERY. FOREST. GUERNSEY, C.l. W 
Tel. International lu UK PLUS 048! 64174 Y 

Telex, 4191677 S0VR0S G. Fax, 0481 65750 (jtj 
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i/IEMBER THE GOOD OLD NAVY 



• AN OR (G INAL PRESENT. A mounted and framed photograph of your oFd ship 
printed from an original large format negative (excellent quality) to enhance your 
hall, lounge, bar, den. etc. 

• We have been photographing ships of all nationalities and types from the early 
1920’s to the present day, Including R,F,A .s, R.M.A.5., R.N.V.R. and PAS. 

• Fill in the name of your ship and the year(s) you svare on board (see box below) 
and we are 95% certain we can supply you with a keepsake that will be treasured 
for years to come, 

• A 12" x 7" handprinted photograph mounted on a special 14 v x 10" mount 
complete with black cushion {%" ebony moulding) 14" x 10" frame with glass 
ready for hanging or free-standing. £25 95 each inclusive of VAT and Post. 

• Captions heat embossed in gold script can be printed underneath — please add 
£4.00 per photograph. 

• We were not in business from 1939-1945 but can usually supply a photograph 
taken Immediately before or after this period. 


• Delivery approximately 14 days from receipt of your order. 


PLEASE PRINT NAME OF SHIP AND DATE 


£25.95 





Captions) required [ 

TOTAL 

sa 


WRIGHT & LOGAN (Est. 1924) 


20 Queen Street, Portsmouth PG1 3HL. Teh (0705) 829555 

Telephone your order in with credit card number 




I* PRESENTATION CALLS (Regulation Pattern) *■ 
make really great GIFTS or AWARDS ^ 

Expertly ENGRA VEO with Name, Rank & Number or a message to a 
°irifriend, esc. In presentation box with matching 5Qin< neck-chain 
historical notes, and a guide to piping. 

22ct. Gold-Plated Call £17.95 Silver-Plated Call £14,95 

Polished Brass & ( upper Call £12,95 Nickel-Plated Call £12,95 

EngFavmg £1.50 per line ol up to li letters and spates (capitals and numbers count as 
2). Maximum 4 lutes i2 each si del. Add 90p postage, etc.. Wt aim at retum-oTpost 
service Wc also manufaicture tin engraved Regulation "naval issue” Calls at £^.95 and 
standard chains at 13.94. Postage 9Qp. Special discounts for R, N Associations, Caden 
V> nits. Sc»-Scoul Troops and clubs on application. Credit cards accepted. 

■- s—m T # si oud D*P l Percy Works, Ferry Lane 

^ G Nauhcs!im EBEr&vzr 
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romote the image of your ship, 
giment or association with your 
n logo or message embroidered 
or screenprinted on our top 
quality range of 

• SPORTSWEAR 
• SWEATERS 

• POLO SHIRTS 

• T-SHIRTS 
. TRACKSUITS 

• PENNANTS 
• BANNERS 

1 Design service available 


Telephone 

0705 822436 
NOW! 

For FREE brochure and Price List 

hARCREiW^ES 

-PROMOTIONS- 

Rodney Road 
Fratton Industrial Estate 
Portsmouth P04 8SV 


/IaVaV/ A 


Get Wise on DCIs 


I’m MOD 


7 


AIR movement units are no 
longer able to make excep¬ 
tional arrangements using 
local budgets to transfer 
people from an Air Troop¬ 
ing or MOD-charter Eight 
to a commercial airline. 

Protracted flight delays over¬ 
seas could, however, cause sig¬ 
nificant subsistence expenses, 
as well as having operational 
penalties, where a duty travel¬ 
ler is involved in urgent busi¬ 
ness. Judgment on whether 
these factors justify transfer to 
a civilian flight rests with the 
travellers budget holder — bui 
time and distance might pre¬ 
clude the traveller consulting 
his unit. 

So. when authorising over¬ 
seas travel on temporary duty, 
unit budget holders should con¬ 
sider whether delays to return 
travel would have unacceptable 
operational penalties. 

If necessary a Delay Ceriiti- 
cate should be provided which 
the individual or head of party 
can present to air movements 
staff as authority to purchase 
commercial airline tickets. Cer¬ 
tificates will need to specify the 
length of delay (or forecast de¬ 
lay) for which the authority is 
valid. 

DCJ(Gen) 122/91 


fly me! 

— if you want me back, that is . 



■nr 

‘‘He’s not advertising chocolates — just can’t afford to stay longer!” 


Easier lines of 
communication 

THE rules governing eligibility for sideways entry into the Communications Technician 
Branch have been reviewed, and agreement has been reached on a relaxation of the require¬ 
ment for previous service, and for VG conduct. 


Confirmed Able Ratings and 
above with 12 months' service 
in the Royal Navy and 12 
months' continuous VG con¬ 
duct may now apply for trans¬ 
fer as sideways entrants into 
the branch. There will no long¬ 
er be any requirement for can¬ 
didates to have attained three 
years' VG conduct, and four 
years' service. 

New Entry trainees wishing 
to transfer will continue to fol¬ 
low the route recently intro¬ 
duced, although any applica¬ 
tion falling outside the criteria 
laid down may be considered 
on an individual basis. 

DCI(RN) 128/91 


Whale Island 


THE eleventh Royal Navy Equipment Exhibition, organ¬ 
ised by the Defence Export Services Organisation of 
MOD, win be held at HMS Nelson, Whale Island, Ports¬ 
mouth, from September 1-6. 

The exhibition enables British manufacturers to exhibit a 
wide range of unclassified naval equipment to potential cus¬ 
tomers from both home and abroad. Invitations have been 
extended to about 60 countries, and many senior off icial over¬ 
seas and industrial visitors are expected to attend. 

More than 160 British companies will be exhibiting products 
in use or under evaluation by the Royal Navy, and various 
private venture equipment will also be on display. There will 
be demonstrations by naval aircraft and it is also planned to 
have a number of warships berthed in the vicinity. 

The exhibition is not open to the general public. 

DCI(Gen) 117/91 



$1,000 

question 

LULL details are given of rules 
for the US Naval Institute's an¬ 
nual International Navies Es¬ 
say Contest and International 
Navies Photo Contest. These 
are prestigious competitions, 
particularly the essay contest, 
for which the first prize is 
1.000 dollars. 

DCI(RN) 116/91 

Red hat for 
RASing 

A RED-coloured industrial 
safety helmet is being intro¬ 
duced in HM ships and RFAs 
for use by gun line firing parties 
during replenishment at sea. 

It will replace the painted 
steel helmet previously worn by 
gunline parties. 

DCi(RN) 87/91 

New video 
list out 

LISTED arc 22 new titles 
which have been produced 
since the RN Training Film 
and Video Catalogue was is¬ 
sued by the Services Sound and 
Vision Corporation in 1988, 
The titles involved are avail¬ 
able on short or long loan basis, 
and requests can also be made 
for permanent issue. 

DCI(RN) 130/91 



"1 thought you welcomed them with open palms!” 


but no 


SET out fully are the rules 
governing the way in which 
Crown Servants should re¬ 
act to offers of gifts or hos¬ 
pitality from outside or¬ 
ganisations, particularly 
private companies in a 
contractual relationship 
with MOD* 

Another announcement 
sets out the procedure to 
be followed when bringing 
official gifts from foreign 
governments and commer¬ 
cial organisations into the 
country following duty vis¬ 
its outside the UK. 

DCI(Gen) 134/91 
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Options i I 

Gloucester 
remembers 
with thanks 

HMS GLOUCESTER'S commanding officer. Cdr. Philip 
Wi I cocks, flew in ihe ship's flight Lynx helicopter to Milford 
Haven School for a visit with two purposes — to express his 
thanks for all the support which the school gave to his ship 
during the time of the Gulf conflict, and to present a ship’s 
badge to 12wear-old Matthew Leigh, this year’s winner of 
the Albert Simmonds Memorial Shield. 

Albert Simmonds was the 
finest athlete that Milford Ha¬ 
ven School ever produced, and 
50 years ago, serving as a 19- 
year-oId able seaman in HMS 
Gloucester, he lost his life when 
the cruiser was sunk during the 
Battle of Crete. After struggling 
off the doomed warship Albert 
gave up his lifebelt to an older 
sailor, swam off and was never 
seen again. 

The Memorial Shield is 
awarded annually to the First 
Year Victor Ludorum in the 
school's athletics sports, and 
since 1986, when the present 
HMS Gloucester was commis¬ 
sioned, each commanding offi¬ 
cer has presented the year’s 
winner with a ship’s badge 

Lifesavers 

WHILE on shore leave in Ja¬ 
maica three ratings from HMS 
Fearless saved the lives of two 
young children, 

LRG Paul Chilcotl gave the 
kiss of life to a three-year-old 
girl who was found uncon¬ 
scious at Doctors Cave, Mon¬ 
tego Bay, and with LROs Paul 
Gough and Roger Ellis-Morgan 
helped revive a small boy. 


GERMAN 

2-STROKE 

TREAT 

WHEN HMS Minerva visited 
the German port of Rostock, 
formerly in the German Demo¬ 
cratic Republic, her command¬ 
ing officer Cdr. Mike Priestley, 
had the unusual treat of the use 
of the now famous (or infa¬ 
mous) Trabam 2-strokc car. 

Other unusual aspects of the 
visit were tours of Parchin class 
corvette and a K on dor class 
minesweeper now integrated 
into the Federal German Navy, 
while visitors to HMS Minerva 
included a Soviet Admiral and 
General, local commanders of 
forces still stationed near 
Rostock. 

Further highlights included 
daytrips lo Berlin, a children’s 
party, an ever-popular brewery 
run. barbecue and cjvic recep¬ 
tion and many sporting events, 
all combining to make the visit 
a busy and enjoyable one. 



Otter at Dartmouth 


• Pictured arriving on a routine visit to Britannia Royal 

Oberon class submarine was berthed at Sandquay during 


MARINES’ 

MUSICAL 

TRIBUTE 

THE ROYAL MARINES 
marked their leaving of Eastney 
Barracks, their Portsmouth 
home, with a blaze of music 
and colour, as CinCNAV- 
HOME’s Band performed a 
musical pageant a historical re¬ 
cord of the marines presence in 
the city over the last 500 years, 
with music signifying each era. 

Among the enthusiastic audi¬ 
ence of over 600 gathered at the 
barrack's church of St Andrews 
to witness the event, was 
Lieut,-Col. Sir Vivian Dunn, 
the founder of the modern Roy¬ 
al Marines band service. 


Seven-O-seven 
the Rolls-Royce 
of squadrons 

A VERY busy year for 707 Naval Air Squadron, whose Sea King Mk 
4 helicopters flew over 3500 hours with above average aircraft 
serviceability, has been rewarded by the award of the Rolls-Royce 
Engineering Efficiency Trophy for 1990. 

The squadron, based at RNAS Yeovil ton, trains the aircrew and 
maintenance personnel to support the Navy's front line Commando 
Helicopter Squadrons, and many extra technical demands were 
placed upon it to meet the support requirements for the Gulf War 
and subsequent Kurdish refugee relief operations. 

The Rolls-Royce trophy, awarded annually to the squadron, ship’s 
flight or other Fleet Air Arm unit judged to have achieved the best 
overall standards of engineering efficiency and effectiveness during 
the year, was accepted, on behalf of the squadron, by the Air 
Engineering Officer, Lieut, Alan Malcolmson. from Rolls Royce’s 
Director of Military Engines. Mr. C. Green. 


Danae, 
hot-shot 
to the 
last 

PROVING that she re¬ 
mained a hard-hitting, hard¬ 
working ship right up to the 
end, the week before she finally 
d eco m m i ssi o n ed H M S Da n a e 
w'on the Rookc Trophy for the 
most effective Seacat missile 
firings over the year, and she 
w^as also the runner-up for the 
annual Exocct Trophy. 

Danae has now been handed 
over to the Ecuador Navy, and 
re-rtamed Bae Moran Va Iverde. 




HOTLINE 0278 - 455555 


FORD VAUXHALL PEUGEOT ROVER LAND ROVER VOLVO MERCEDES BENZ VOLKSWAGEN AUDI 


ONLY FROM HATOCARS 


In the post some Navy personae! may have missed out on lb 
really big discounts on tars - simply because they were unaware 
of their full entitlements. 


Now Natocars has produced a bookie! which explains those 
entitlements and shows how, from Natocars, you can make 
savings of up to 36%. 


Special discounts are permanently available an all tax paid and 
tax free cars, plus we have an outstanding selection of quality 
used cars - all with a 12 month guarantee. 


So whether you are ship bosed or share based, overseas or in 
the U.K., contact us today to find out just how much you con 
save. 


EXCLUSIVE DISCOUNTS 

FOR ALL NAVY PERSONNEL , 


Please send the Natocars booklet and price 
guide plus car brochures of my choice. 

RANK INITIALS 

SURNAME 

PRESENT ADDRESS 


TEL: (WORK) EXTN 

TEL (HOME) 

DELIVERY DATE (REQD) 

FOR USE IN (COUNTRY) 

I am interested in (please write in model) 

Ford Mercedes 


Peugeot 

Rover 

Audi 

Volvo 


VauxhaJI 
Volkswagen 
Land/Rang eR over 
Used Car 


I would like to consider (please tick boxes) 


TAX 

FREE 


TAX 

PAID 


PART 

EXCHANGE 


SAVINGS 

PLAN 


CAR 

IN SI JRANCH 


WYLDS ROAD, BRIDGWATER, SOMERSET, TA6 4DG. 
TEL 0278 - 455555 


WWG/NN 
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“Looks like some sort of press gang in reverse!” 



Into time of 


big change 

THE latest series of announcements outlining 
the future shape and size of the Royal Navy 
embraces ships, manpower, bases and or¬ 
ganisational changes. At the same time it be¬ 
comes clear that much remains in broad out¬ 
line with detailed work proceeding, some of if 
aimed at further reductions in the support and 
training areas. 

Among all the speculation and lobbying of 
recent months over the naval bases, the stron¬ 
gest focus has been on the future of Rosyth. 
Now comes the decision that, with the depar¬ 
ture of its Type 42 destroyers over the next 
few years, the base is to be reduced to an 
operating base for minor war vessels by eariy 

But no matter where people are based, the 
first thoughts of personnel and families in the 
present climate will naturally be, “How is all 
this going to affect our future?" 

Some redundancies 

RN-RM strength is due to fall to about 
55,000 by the mid-1990s — the Service losing 
5,000 more jobs than envisaged last year. 
Reaching that target will be carried out as far 
as possible by natural wastage, requiring a 
clever retention-recruiting balancing act. But 
what is described as “a small number of re¬ 
dundancies" may be needed, expected to be 
achieved in the main through a call for 
volunteers. 

More detail on this was expected soon after 
this edition went to press — so hopefully the 
drastic remedy envisaged in our cartoonist's 
tongue-in-cheek portrayal on this page will re¬ 
main just a bad dream! 

In presenting this year's Defence White 
Paper the Defence Secretary Mr. Tom King 
said that for the vast majority of people in the 
Armed Services, that future in the Forces 
would continue to be a good one* 

At the same time the Navy acknowledges 
that in such a period of major change some 
disruption is inevitable, although detailed plans 
now being develop 4 will seek to minimise 
this. 

Meanwhile, come encouraging tidings from 
the conditions-of-service front where, after 
long study, there is now agreement for a 
series of measures aimed to correct contradic¬ 
tions in the 1988 Review of Allowances, while 
at the same time preserving its positive 
features* 

Affecting many people, these measure will 
come as welcome news — providing some¬ 
thing of a bonus to this year's highly satisfac¬ 
tory pay award* 


SAILORS’ THUMBS-DOWN FOR FRENCH HOLIDAY HOMES 


Pied-a-terre plan a 

‘non 9 starter 


THE idea of the Tot Fund 
venturing into the over¬ 
seas property market by 
buying holiday homes in 
France has been shelved. 


Further inquiries into the 
pros, and cons, of the 
scheme, reported to the sum¬ 
mer meeting of the Grants 
Committee of the Sailors 1 
Fund, covered location of the 
property involved in Southern 
Brittany and estimated run¬ 
ning and letting costs in¬ 
volved (including ferry travel). 

They also raised the crucial 
question of whether the facility 
would be sufficiently well used 
throughout the year to make the 
scheme viable. 

The property involved, costing 
about £115,000 and said to be 
rather isolated, includes two giies, 
a main house, outbuildings and 
some land. 

Several committee members re¬ 
ported that they and others consi¬ 


dered the idea good in principle — 
bui also that few people actually 
seemed likely to be interested in 
going. Some opinions were that 20 
miles to the beach was a great dis¬ 
advantage, especially for a family. 

A full discussion was summar¬ 
ised by what was described as a 
“coolness” now to the idea, and 
concluded with thoughts on the 
possibility of renting a gite or cara¬ 
vans near the coast for a trial 
period to test how popular the idea 
proved. 

Many applications for cash 
which came before the committee 
and the subsequent meeting of the 
Grants Committee of the Fleet 
Amenities/Fleet Recreational 
Funds did. however, succeed, and 
a total of more than £380,000 was 
allocated to projects, plus nearly 


£75,000 in half-yearly or annual 
grants. 

The largest single project aid was 
a total of £80,000 towards refur¬ 
bishment of the main lounge of the 
Trident Club at HMS Neptune. 
Other substantial sums included a 
total of more than £29.000 
towards refurbishment of the War¬ 
rant Officers’ and Senior Rates’ 
Mess at HMS Raleigh; over 
£25;000 towards a glider and 
trailer for the Culdrosc Gliding 
Club; and £20.000 towards refur¬ 
bishment of the Senior Rates’ 
Mess and bar facilities at RN Engi¬ 
neering College Manadon, 

Helped too was a wide variety of 
other projects, including many 
associated with sporting activity 
and fitness* 

Several major bids failed, how¬ 
ever, including a re-sub muted 


application lor £150,000 for bed¬ 
room conversion work at the 
Union Jack Club in London, and 
bids of about £60.000 each for a 
garage project at HMS Sultan (a re¬ 
submitted and amended applica¬ 
tion) and for an all-weather 
playing surface at HMS Centurion. 

One bid which received a firm 
“thumbs down” was for about 
£6,000 towards crockery and cut¬ 
lery for formal occasions at the 
Petty Officers’ Mess at HMS Col¬ 
li ngwood* They reported that they 
had insufficient and had to borrow 
from other messes, but could not 
do so when formal functions 
clashed. 

The Sailors’ Fund meeting heard 
that the market value of the fund's 
investment portfolio now stood at 
about £ 1million. 



GRANTS and loans approved by the Sailors' 
and Fleet Amenities/Fleet Recreational 
Funds: 

HMS Neptune - i'BQ.OOO (grants of £46,000 from Sai¬ 
lors' Fund and £32,000 from FAF) towards refurbishment of 
main loungs of Trident Club 

AN Engineering College, Manadon — £20.000 (grants of 
£12,000 from Sailors' Fund and E6.QQQ from FAF) towards 
refurbishment of Senior Rates' Mess and bar facilities. 

HMS Raleigh — £29,300 (grants of £17.600 from Sailors' 
Fund and £11,700 from FAF) towards refurbishment of 
Warrant Officers and Senior Rates Mess. 

Cu Id rose Gliding Club — £25,400 (grants of £12.000 
from Sailors Fund and £13,400 from FAF) towards two- 
sea ter glider and trailer. 

HMS Osprey/Portland Naval Base — £18.350 (£9.800 
grant plus £1.200 loan from Sailors' Fund and £6.500 grani 
plus £800 loan from FAF) to renew 10-year agreement with 
Weymouth Golf Club for access and redtsced green fees for 
serving personnel 

HM3 Suitan — £ 16.592 (grants of £10,000 from Sailors 
Fund and £6,532 from FAF) towards multi-sports area. 

Second Submarine Squadron, Da von port — £14,469 
(grants of £8,700 from Sailors' Fund and £5,769 from FAF) 
towards a minibus. 

Portsmouth RN Football Club £11,825 (grants of 
£7,100 from Sailors' Fund and £4,725 from FAF) towards 
new clubhouse extension and fitting out. 

RN Winter Sports Association - £11,530 (grants of 

£7,000 from Sailors' Fund and £4,530* from FAF) to support 
teams in Inter-Service and National com petitions. 

RM Reserve Tyne — £11,492 granf from FAF towards 
installation of prefabricated squash court. 

40 Commando, RM £10,574 (grants ot £5,000 from 
Sailors' Fund and £5,574 (min FAF) for 100 pail of downhill 
skis for use of ail RM personnel in Norway 


HMS Neptune £10,161 (grants of £6,1 GO from Sailor5 
Fund and £4,061 from FAF) towards fitness equipment, 

HMS Dolphin — £10.100 (grants of £6.100 from Sapors 
Fund and £4 000 from FAF) towards a minibus for use of alf 
serving personnel at Dolphin, wirh priority at all limes to the 
Volunteer Cadet Corps, 

RN Kayak Association — £6.500 (grants of £4.000 from 
Sailors' Fund and £4,500 from FAF) for replacement 
canoes. 

HMS Drake/Pfymouth Command £8,000 (grants of 
£4.400 from Sailors 1 Fund and £3.600 from Fieel Recre¬ 
ational Fund) towards high altitude trekking expedition in 
Nepal. 

RN COM MCE N, Whitehall — £6,000 (grants of £3.600 
from Sailors' Fund and £2.400 from Fleet Recreational 
Fund) for gymnasium equipment. 

RN Hospital, Raster — £6,516 (qrants of £3,900 from 
Sailors Fund and £2,616 from FAR towards gymnasium 
equipment. 

Plymouth Command Sub-Aqua Club — £6,000 (grants of 
£3,600 from Sailors' Fund and £2,400 from FAF) towards 
air compressor. 

CTCPM, Lympstone — £6.000 (grants of £3,600 from 
Sailors' Fund and £2,400 from FAF) tor Penhale Adventure 
Training Centre. 

RN air station Cu id rose — £6,000 (grants ot £3,600 ham 
Sailors' Fund and £2,400 from FAF) towards a new disco 
sauna system for the Sea hawk Club. 

RM Reserve Scotland — £5,600 grant trom FAF tar 
improvements to Junior Rates' Club. 

BRNC Dartmouth — £3,500 (grants af £1,400 from Sai¬ 
lors' Fund and £2,100 from FAF) towards marquee. 

RN Hang Gliding Club — £5,300 (grants af £3,200 from 
Sailors' Fund and £2.100 from FAF) towards hang griding 
equipment. 

BRNC Dartmouth — £4^600 loan from FAF to establish 
laundry facility (subject to conditions) 


RN Crick el Club — £4,500 (grants of £2,000 from Sai¬ 
lors Fund and £2,500 from FAF) towards Hong Konq tour. 

CTCRM Lympstone - £4,442 (grants of £2,700 from 
Sailors Fund and £1,742 from ‘FAF) towards sailing 
dinghies. 

Portsmouth (West) RN/HM Sub-Aqua Club £4.295 
(grants of £2,600 from Sailors' Fund and £1,695 from FAF) 
towards rigid inflatable boat with engine and trailer, 

HMS Cochrane — £5.000 (grants of £3,000 from Sailors 
Fund and £2.000 from FAF) towards repair and renovation 
cjl Pine Cottage. Newtonmore, near Aviemore 

HMS Cambridge ■ £2,656 (giants of £1.600 from Sai¬ 
lors' Fund and £1.058 from FAF) towards replacement win¬ 
dows for skittle alley. 

Fort Southwidk — £1 314 igrantr, of £800 from Sailors' 
Fund and £514 from FAF) towards refurbishment of squash 
court. 

HMS Colling wood — £616 (grants of £400 bom Sailors' 
Fund and £416 from FAF) for assistance for Patty Officers 
Football Club. 

Submarine Refit Complex, Devonport — £786 (grants of 
£500 from Sail or s' Fund and F266 from FAF) towards im- 
prove merits to Junior Rates' Mess and Recreation Rooms 
on Holland II barge (subject to conditions). 

# Grants which in aggregate total more than £20,000 for 
any one project are subject to the approval of the Trustees. 

Annual and Half-Yearly grants 

Half-yearly grant? to HM Ships — £51,855 from Sailors 
Fund. 

Half-yearly grant to HM Commando units — £6,736 from 
Sailors Fund. 

Half-yearly grant lo Regular Forces Employment Asso¬ 
ciation - £12,057 (grants of £5,623 from Sailors' Fund and 
£6,234 from FAF). 

Annual grant to Union Jack Club — £4,051 (grants of 
£2,852 from Sailors' Fund and £1,199 from FAF), 









































Options 


NAVY NEWS, AUGUST 1991 17 


ARROW ON TARGET FOR DRUGS HAUL 



RETURNING from the South Atlantic, the Type 21 
frigate HMS Arrow played a major role in a dramatic 
drug seizure in the Caribbean. 

' While carrying out anti-drug trafficking patrols off the 
Bahamas, Arrow picked up a suspect aircraft track on her 
long distance air defence radar and immediately relayed the 
information to the United States Coastguard, who directed 
their helicopters to intercept. 

HMS Arrow continued to monitor the aircraft’s track to its land¬ 
ing site on Acklins Island, The Coastguard helicopters flew to the 
site where they seized approximately T500 lbs of cocaine; the drug 
smugglers unfortunately managed to evade arrest. 

This operation was a good example of the close working relation¬ 
ship between the Royal Navy and US Coastguard in the West Indies. 

“It is unlikely the case would have been successfully prosecuted 
without your assistance” the Coastguard said, in a message to Ar¬ 
row. “Thankyou for a job well done.” 

HMS Arrow accompanied by US Coastguard patrol 
boat Point Thatcher in the Caribbean, pictured left. 

Texaco on high 

“STEELJAW, this is Limey, we’re Bingo”. 

“Roger Limey, chop departure for Thunder One Five — he*s an 
Alpha Six Texaco at Angels Nine Zero”. 

That was just about how three Sea Harriers of 600 Squadron 
from HMS Invincible came to do their first air-to-air refuelling from 
a US Navy K-A6 Intruder tanker. 

The Sea Harriers were operating with the American carrier USS 
Forrestal, but waiting to land on behind a queue (or should that be 
line?) of 21 other aircraft they were getting low on fuel — hence 
the top-up at 9000 feet. 

Later, on the same day, the three British aircraft launched from 
Forrestal as part of a 20 ship strike package, only to have to visit 
the flying fuel station once more since, despite the long flight- 
deck of the US carrier, without their usual ramp they were unable 
to launch with sufficient fuel to take part in the mission. 

# Lieut. Howard Brown’s Sea Harrier links up to take on fuel from 
the US Navy Intruder tanker, while Lieut. Odr. Richard Hawkins, 
the Sqn CO (Foreground) and Lieut. Paul Kalade await their turns. 


Salute to 


Repulse 

Able Seaman (S)(SM) Jonathan Stewart, of the nuclear 
submarine HMS Repulse (pictured below), with the ensign 
which is to be laid on the wreck of the battlecruiser HMS 
Repulse, sunk, along with the battleship HMS Prince of 
Wales, off the coast of Malaysia 50 years ago. 

Jonathan is a member of the Joint Services Diving Expedition, 
which is travelling out to Malaya to lay ensigns on the wrecks of 
both the ships, which were sunk by Japanese dive-bombers, with 
the loss of 840 crew members, in December 1941. 

A ceremony of dedication of the two ensigns took place on 
HMS Repulse at Fasiane, each ensign being flown and then 
presented by the submarine’s Commanding Officer, Cdr. j. J. 
Tall, to the Expedition’s leader, Capt. M. J. Whiteside of the Army 
Air Corps, 




Only nice rice 
at Raleigh 

STUDENTS of the Catering Training School, Royal Naval 
Supply School, HMS Raleigh, have it on good authority that 
musty, weevil-infested rice will not be tolerated . . . 


TAKING 

STOCK 

A TEAM of four Senior Rat¬ 
ings from HMS London have 
shown their business acumen 
by achieving first place in an 
investment challenge competi¬ 
tion, in which 12 RN ships and 
establishments took part, 
playing the stock market with a 
notional investment of 
£ 10 , 000 . 

For their efforts the winners 
received the Godwins Invest¬ 
ment Challenge Trophy, a 
cheque for £30 and a further 
donation of £60 to the ship's 
chosen charity, Kenton Ward 
(Children’s Cancer Research) 
at St. Bartholomew’s Hospital. 


An Admin Order to that 
effect, under the hand Admiral 
Lord Nelson and dated 1803, 
has been posted. It was donated 
by Cdr. John Engledue RN 
(retd.), who found it among 
some family papers, and it was 
kindly renovated at the expense 
of the Trophy Store, HMS 
Nelson. 

The Admin Order requires 
the Masters of HM ships Kent, 
Superb and Renown to survey 
two barrels of rice — com¬ 


plained of as “Musty, weevil- 
eaten and unfit to be issued” — 
held in HMS BeHude and re¬ 
port back their condition. 

The document has been pul 
on display in the Catering 
School, where the Catering 
Training Officer, WO Alan 
Gates made the emphatic point 
to Capt. Richard Irwm, Cap¬ 
tain of HMS Raleigh, that stan¬ 
dards have improved still 
further since Nelson’s day! 


Cheerio! 


A FAREWELL to Furse House 
cocktail party is being held in 
the wardroom at HMS St Vin¬ 
cent (Furse House) to which all 
serving and retired VVRNS offi¬ 
cers are cordially invited. 

Furse House, in Kensington, 
purchased by the Navy in 1954, 
was originally used as a “Wren- 
nerv” accommodating WRNS 
personnel serving in London, 
and took its name from Dame 
Katherine Furse, the first direc¬ 
tor of the Women’s Royal Na¬ 
val Service (November 1917- 
Deeember 1919). 

Details of the party can be 
obtained from Furse House 
(071-584-7665) Executive Offi¬ 
cer (ext 129) or Supplv Officer 
(ext 133). 
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IMAGINE yourself working out a mass of complex mathematical and geometric! 
information fired at you simultaneously from radio, mini-TV screen and compute! 
with a small graph-paper board, plastic tracing film and a pencil with which to pu 
Further imagine your whole environment vibrating as you skim at 180 mph, 50 fb 
subjected to sudden swings left, right and upwards. 

At the same time you must monitor a host of dials and signals to ensure that all is ■ 
messages amid the constant chatler on the radio and for the high-pitched warning tha 
enemy has you in his sights. 

This then, is the life of the Lynx observer, 

the pilot who descends to 50ft and to “Mother’* vl 
increases speed to 150 knots. 

The first few contacts prove to be 
ad- innocent enough — a Type 21 fri¬ 
gate, a Scandinavian freighter 
ploughing westwards along the 
Channel — but now, for the first 
time, the instructor, who has been 
passively viewing the situation from 
the back seat, plays his part. 

“Contact number four is a Kri- 
vak,** he shouts — What radars? 

What weapons systems? What are 
their ranges? Prepare for a Sea Skua 
attack! 

Alert 

Furious calculations and dredging 
of the memory to recall intelligence 
on Krivak equipment — pass head¬ 
ing to pilot, down to fifty feet, speed 
150 knots, safe escape heading 
worked out (no point in delivering 
the weapon, then running straight 
into enemy fire from another surface 
unit as you make your getaway), 
keep alert for the audio signal that 
tells you the enemy is locked on to 
you, keep calculating, arm missile, 
fire missile and keep target illumi¬ 
nated with the radar to guide it in. 

Simulated hit! — Pilot banks 
away, operation complete. 

On to the next investigation — 
which proves to be a little out of 
routine, A Soviet navigational radar 
is picked up on the ESM, — this 
time ifs real, the Soviet trawler Shi- 
luva heading along the Channel. 

Nothing to get too excited about 
but i me resting enough to pass the 
information back to base at 
PortJand. 

Finally, a quick practice of an¬ 
other type of exercise — getting back 


His training will have started in a 
Jetstream twin-engined fixed-wing 
aircraft at RN air station Culdrose. 
When chosen for the Lynx, 
vanced flying training is with 702 
Sqn at Portland. 

His primary role will be to “fight 
the aircraft” — locale the enemy, get 
his aircraft to the right part of the 
ocean at the right time and deploy 
his sensors and weapons to maxi¬ 
mum effect. 

The Lynx mainly operates against 
surface shipping attacking with her 
Sea Skua missiles — and a typical 
training exercise involves practice in 
this type of mission. 

The multitude of pre-flight checks 
is over m five minutes. As the en¬ 
gine is engaged and the rotor blades 
turn, the observer feeds in the navi¬ 
gational information. The aircraft 
lifts off demanding the pilot’s full 
concentration so the observer checks 
the engine systems. As they pass 
through the rain over the harbour he 
gives the pilot the heading, carries 
on with his radio checks, looking for 
errors in the navigation system, 
keeping an eye on the fuel gauges. 

Mission 

His mission today is to investigate 
all radar contacts, attacking those 
identified as hostile with his own 
missiles or directing others from a 
ship of friendly forces. 

First he illuminates all targets on 
the Seaspray radar screen and plots 
their position, course and speed. 
Placing a deaF plastic sheet onto the 
face of the vibrating screen he traces 
each blip with a enmagraph pencil 
and transfers onto the plot board. 
Selecting one, he gives the course to 


Each sortie t 
makes is exam 
awarded for pn 
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the flights beingi 
lot and instruct: 
course, teamed \\ 
lot, also under s 
The waichwi 
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work as panne: 
the other and eat 
other, so that t 
work together aj 
At the end of 
Intermediate Air 
lity to cope will 
from a simulate* 
to a distress call 
— as well as lh 
Observer skills. 

Success results 
Observer “wings 
you*re not real 
further couple c 
operating, usual! 
and then off tr 
flight at sea, wl 
challenging and 
tra man” on the 
a Certificate of 
mark of the fully 


0 Above — the Lynx is positioned for a Sea Skua attack 


AN OBSERVER ~ according to the dictionary “one who observes. ones 
proceedings. Also, formerly, an airman who accompanied a pilot to obi 
Today’s RN observers are not too happy about this definition. It impi 
someone of secondary importance — and they are quick to point out tfti 
Lynx flights active in the Gulf War were commanded by observers, noji 
The title goes back to the First World War, when both the Royal Naval k 
Royai Flying Corps had a man accompanying the pilot as general look-ou; 
RNAS he was usually a photographer and watched out for submarine jj 


Lookout T> 


Below — getting ready for a training sortie at Portland, observer Lieut. Andy Harris (left) 
and his pilot, Lieut. Chris Mahoney — under the eye of instructor, Lieut. John Sutcliffe, in 
the back seat. 


observer Lieut, Paul Chivers, about to embark on a night sorts* 
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TOOL Sqn at Portland is busy raising the new breed of Lynx helicop¬ 
ters — which should provide the answer to ad their observers' 
prayers. 

The Lynx 3S is the test bed for the Mk 8 and carries most of the 
gear designed for the updating of all the Royal Navy's 90 aircraft 
Central to the new fit —- which should reduce aircrew workload by 30 
per cent while increasing attack capabilities threefold — is the cen¬ 
tral tactical system (CTS), which reduces the number of instruments 
in the cabin by incorporating them in a single video display. 

Before setting out on a mission the observer can pre-load the CTS 
with all the data on enemy ships and their weapons that he expects to 
meet — and in attack situations their missile engagement zones will 
be clearly apparent. i 

Also displayed on the screen will be information from Night Owl — 
a device that can detect targets in any kind of weather by thermal 
imaging f so the helicopter need not use her radar to give her own 
position away. . . ‘ , . 

Soon the Lynx observer will be able to consign his plotting board 
and pencil — much as used by his predecessor in the Swordfish bi¬ 
planes SO years ago — to the museum. 

© Picture, above — TOOL Sqn crew using the new CIS display. 


With the formation of the Royal Air Force, manning of maritime aircraft was inevitably the 
subject of inter-Service wrangling. Soon the Naval Observers Branch was formed so ail 
aircraft operating with the Fleet could carry a naval officer skilled in maritime navigation and 
with knowledge of the sea and shipping. 

When the Admiralty took over the Fleet Air Arm in the late 1930s, naval aircrew stuck to 
being called observers, rather than adopting the RAF title of navigator — probably to avoid 
confusion with their parent ship’s navigating officer. 
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Above — 702 Sqn crews with appropriate reading material in their crew 
room, beneath equally appropriate wallpaper! 
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At Your Leisure 




FROM the days of the 
wooden walls, when sea 
battles were fought eye- 
balMo-eyeball, to the era 
of the battleships when 
ranges were counted in 
miles — and even to the 
present day, when mis¬ 
siles and ship-borne air¬ 
craft have taken the ac¬ 
tion far out of sight of 
the sailor afloat — the 
Royal Navy has always 
preferred to get to grips 
with the job at close 
quarters. 

Admiral Walter Cowan, 
who sent a force of motor 
boats against the Red Fleet 
in Kronstadt in 1919 in a 
near-suicidal attack that 
nevertheless put two battle¬ 
ships and a submarine de¬ 
pot ship out of action, al¬ 
ways carried Nelson’s 
famous dictum .. no cap¬ 
tain can do wrong if he 
places his ship alongside 
one of the enemy” in his 
pocket. 

Time and again this simple 
tactic has been proved right — 
Cowan for one did not put 
much faith in detailed orders of 
the sort that lay behind the as¬ 


sault on Zeebrugge a year be¬ 
fore. 

Careful planning might be 
expected to fall down in the 
face of Nelson’s realistic obser¬ 
vation that “something must 
always be left to chance,” and 
in this sense the title of Correlli 
Barnett’s examination of the 
role of the Royal Navy in the 
Second World War. Engage 
The Enemy More Closely 
(Hodder and Stoughton, £30) is 
subtly misleading. 

For the climax of an effort 
which, unlike that of the Army 
and the Royal Air Force, had 
the Senior Service fully em¬ 
ployed in operations from the 
first to the last day of a 6 l h year 
struggle, was “Operation Nep¬ 
tune — Naval Orders”, a pack¬ 
age of “over LOGO pages of 
foolscap print” that constitutes 
“to this day a never-surpassed 
masterpiece of planning and 
staff work.” 

Ironically, its principal archi¬ 
tect was Admiral Sir Bertram 
Ramsay, who had earlier dis¬ 
tinguished himself in organis¬ 


ing the Dunkirk evacuation 
and yel had spent a while “on 
the beach” in the mid Thirties 
in the face of the then C-in-C 
Home Fleet’s refusal to allow 
him his head as a Chief of Staff. 

Bureaucractic 

It worked — and it worked 
brilliantly. Bui Ramsay saw' no 
reason to stick to it to the letter. 
He truly showed he had the 
Nelson touch when he observed 
the huge backlog of vessels 
built up at Omaha Beach 
(“partly because of the bottle¬ 
neck caused by wreckage, but 
partly also because of the arth- 
ritically bureaucratic nature of 
the joint US Navy and Army 
arrangements for handling the 
inflow of supplies and rein¬ 
forcements”) and with Scots 
common sense ordered that pe¬ 
dantic adherence to set proce¬ 
dures for establishing priorities 
for unloading should be 
abandoned. 

“Empty the ships and the 
priorities will take care of 


themselves,” he advised — and 
within 36 hours Omaha was 
fast becoming the busiest of all 
the Neptune beaches. 

Some 195,000 sailors — 
more than half of them British 
— were in the invasion fleet, 
which carried rather fewer sol¬ 
diers. It was, for all its huge 
scale, a lot more cost-effective 
than most of the rest of Second 
World War operations con¬ 
ducted by the Royal Navy — 
which had to cope with “too 
much to defend and too little to 
defend it with.” 

Barnett notes that the Em¬ 
pire was a heavy drain on Bri¬ 
tish resources, for most of it 
was entirely incapable of its 
own defence. Once Italy and 
Japan entered the war and 
France caved in those resources 
were tightly stretched indeed. 

One of the most costly cam¬ 
paigns was that in the Middle 
East and Mediterranean — 
which perhaps offered the least 
value for money. In this theatre 
were lost a battleship, two car¬ 
riers, 14 cruisers, 44 destroyers 


and 41 submarines — while the 
British Army, in support of 
whose efforts in the Western 
Desert they had been expend¬ 
ed, never engaged more than 
3Vi German divisions. 

And while around a million 
tons of shipping supported 90 
Allied divisions on the Western 
Front in the last year of the 
war, seven times that amount 
had to be dedicated to the Me¬ 
diterranean theatre, backing up 
just 27 Allied divisions in the 
invasion of Italy. 

Death ride 

It was ChurchiIPs folly in or¬ 
dering the expedition to Greece 
in 1941 — he hoped to open a 
Balkan front which it was 
known there were insufficient 
ships to sustain even if the Ger¬ 
man advance could be held — 
that led to the Mediterranean 
Fleet’s “death ride" to evacuate 
Crete, where the enemy certain¬ 
ly had to be engaged more 
closely, whatever the cost. 

Worse still was the Prime 


linss 

,1 " 1 



Minister’s failure to divert air¬ 
craft from the bomber offen¬ 
sive against the German heart¬ 
land — the value of which has 
long been debated — to protect 
the convoys crossing the Atlan¬ 
tic. This was an amazing over¬ 
sight in one who would later 
admit that the U-boat offensive 
had been “the only thing” that 
really scared him m the course 
of the whole war. 

In the end, in ihe spring of 
1943, it took only a few aircraft 
working in close co-operation 
with naval escorts to turn the 
tide within a month. And vic¬ 
tory in the Atlantic alone made 
Neptune possible. 

At a stroke Barnett, a writer 
who has hitherto devoted him¬ 
self to military subjects, here 
establishes his credentials as a 
modern naval historian who 
must rank with Roskill in the 
range and depth of his scholar¬ 
ship. 

To combine the complexity 
of the political wranglings that 
hindered rather than helped the 
naval effort, with the secret war 
of the code breakers and the 
economic considerations that 
underpinned so many classic 
battles (fought with stoic tenac¬ 
ity by men who mostly had not 
the slightest grasp of them), and 
then to present the whole as a 
single epic of continuous narra¬ 
tive drive is a tour de force. 

— JFA 



CABIN TRUNKS & FAR HORIZONS 

Autobiography by Carlene Pomlret, 
widow of Rear Surgeon A motel Ashworth 
Pomfrel. RIM, CBE. OBE. MB. QiB. 
DO(Oxon), DOMS 

192 pages, 9 x 5.5 inches, hardback 
“hfe & times in China. 3. Africa, Bermuda. 
Jamaica Canada, USA, UK in 1930's G 1940's 
Funny, pedant, emotional, noslajgtc, hugely 
entertaining & enthralling read;' 
Discounted price to readers; El3.95 inci. 
p & p, saves £2 per copy. Publication: 

2GLh September, 1991. 

Cheque with order to; MM Productions 
Ltd. fib East St.. Ware, Herts, SGI 2 9HJ 
Tel: 0920 466003. Fax: 0920 462267 
Telex: 616369 WORDS G. 


“HMS GANGES, the Final Fare¬ 
well,” Ideal birthday/surprise present. 
Video documentary including all 
aspects of GANGES prior to demol¬ 
ishing. NELSON HALL, LAUNDRY 
HILL, SICK QUARTERS, COVER¬ 
ED WAYS, GYMNASIUMS, 
SPORTSFIELDS, HARBOUR, etc. 
One tear-jerking hour of nostalgia. 
Produced, directed by JOHN DOUG¬ 
LAS, author “HMS GANGES. Roll 
on my dozen!” S.A.E. details: Douglas 
House, Boscawetha, Penmarth, Cam- 
menellis. Nr. Redruth. Cornwall, 
TR16 6NX. 


LOOKING FOB A NAVAL BOOK? 

TRY US FIRST. We are NOT second hand 
dealers but have a huge stock of current 
Naval titles (many at bargain puces). 
Write/ phone (unlit 9pm-6 days) lor our 
latest FREE catalogue We can formally 
supply books as reviewed on this page 
by return of post, 
MARITIME BOOKS 
LlSKEAflD PL14 4EL 
TEL: (0579) 43663 


Jky people 

CHEAP FLIGHTS 

Alicante, Faro, Tenerife, Malaga. 
Lanzarote and marry more ... 

FREE HOLIDAY INSURANCE 
FOR MEMBERS OF THE 
ARMED FORCES 

Odd durations t weekends, long 
stay offers. 

(0293} 567916 (or full defails. 
Room 1226 

Gatwick Hilton Internationat 
Gatwick Airport 
West Sussex RH6 0LL. 
Telephone; {0293} 567916. 
Telex; 678977 Registered 
Number 1779584. 

Skypecple is £ trading division of Ayro PLC 


CALLING ALL 

® DRIVERS 

PASS YOUR 
TEST AHO OWN A CAR 
— ALL IN 1 WEEK! 

Not impossible — with the 
all inci. package to include: 

★ Car of your choice, with MOT, 
tax & 1 year's warranty 
★ 5 day or 2 weekends driving 
course, test on co motet ion 
[30 hrs) 

★ Accommodation available 
★ Test/Retest Fee (if required) 

All from £1,900 

Course only fee available on 
request 

(Proprietor Ex R N.) 

For full details 


I? Aldershot 
SO (0252) 310686 
U Mobile (0831) 
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Keeping 
an eye 
on the 
boaters 

HAVING been barn into a 
boating family, Jake Ka- 
vanagh was drawn back to 
the River Thames after try¬ 
ing a variety of other work. 
He joined the Thames 
Water Authority as a lock- 
keeper and spent four 
happy years working the 
locks around Windsor. 

Now a freelance writer 
and cartoonist, Jake has 
put this experience to 
good use in The Ups and 
Downs of a Lockkeeper. Pub¬ 
lished by Adlard Coles 
Nautical at €3.99 paper¬ 
back, it portrays in cartoon 
and anecdote the scrapes 
people get into when trying 
to use locks. 

But it’s not just the f lus¬ 
tered weekend sailor who 
cops the flak — “The lock- 
keeper’s term for someone 
who falls in is SPLASHER, 
which stands for Surprised 
Person Leaving a Ship Hur¬ 
riedly and Entering River. I 
have done it twice in full 
uniform, and on both occa¬ 
sions have earned a round 
of applause and a large 
Scotch for my trouble.” 


CHER’S STOCK 
RISES WITH 
LATEST FILM 


WHIMSY: “a delicately odd or fantastical notion, or the like; freak, vagary” according 
to Webster's Pocket Dictionary. Not a commodity to be found in many Hollwood 
comedies today although, as chance has it, two of this month’s film releases draw 
inspiration from the spirit this definition contains. 

In Mermaids we meet 


we meet a 
family whose every member 
manifests some whimsical 
aspect. There’s the 15-year- 
old daughter who divides 
her time between dreaming 
of becoming a nun (“But 
honey, we’re Jewish,” her 
mother patiently explains) 
and fantasising about the 
husky odd-job man down 
the road; there’s her eight- 
year-old sister who dislikes 
life on dry land and is happy 
only when splashing around 
the local swimming pool; 
and presiding over her off¬ 
spring with a rod of plastic 
(Dad having fled the scene 
years before) is Mrs. Flax, 
eccentric, massively unrelia¬ 
ble, with a chronic case of 
the psychological fidgets, 
unable to stay in one place 
for more than a year at a 
time. 

Her relationship with a 
good-hearted shoe store 
owner who sets out to ac¬ 
quire this ready-made family 
is the core of the film. Cher, 
at her most svelte and dis¬ 
dainful, and Bob Hoskins, 
with an accent from some 
limbo midway between Chi¬ 
cago and the Old Kent Road, 
are the leads in this thor¬ 
oughly likeable picture. 

It’s not immediately clear 
why the story has been set 
back in 1963, until about 
midway through, when the 
humour suddenly freezes 
while the film quietly and 
movingly recreates the day 
in November when the radi¬ 
os began to break the mind- 
numbing news from Dallas. 

The central relationship in 
Steve Martin’s latest, LA, 
Story, is that between Martin 



Screen Scene 


Fair Cher 


and a friendly traffic sign — 
a “fantastical notion” if ever 
there was one. The plot, 
such as it is, concerns his 
attempts to get rid of a dis¬ 
agreeable old girlfriend and 
win over a highly agreeable 
new one (the English player 
Victoria Tennant, Mrs. Mar¬ 
tin in real life), while 
SandeE* (“You gotta spell 
It with a big E and a star,” 
she insists), an “aspiring 
spokesmodel” flits around 
by way of added complica¬ 
tion. 

The traffic sign offers ad¬ 
vice and predictions, as the 
occasion demands. Martin is 
evidently something of an 
acquired taste and there re¬ 
main numbers of uncon¬ 
verted. However, those who 
do like him will like this new 
one very much indeed. 

The most striking part of 


John Le Carre’s stories is 
their tremendous air of rea¬ 
lity, of an insider showing us 
the way the spying business 
really works. In The Russia 
House, another compendium 
of bluff and counter-bluff, 
double-dealing and triple 
crossing, he uses the narra¬ 
tive ploy of dropping an 
amateur among the profes¬ 
sionals, a wild card in the 
game of Cold War poker. 

Sean Connery is his usual 
tower of strength as the 
boozy publisher adrift in a 
world of codewords, call- 
signs and safe houses, 
while Michelle Pfeiffer offers 
him and the audience splen¬ 
did distraction. As usual 
with a Le Carre yarn, it’s 
long, complex and utterly 
absorbing. 

Navy Seals features the 
boys in the black balacla¬ 
vas, abseiling down the front 
of buildings, crashing 
through the French windows 
and perforating the opposi¬ 
tion with bursts from a 
weapon the size of a pencil 
sharpener, it’s another Top 
Gun variation , with Charlie 
Sheen in the Tom Cruise role 
of the brilliant maverick who 
has to learn how to become 
a team player; the team in 
question being the comman¬ 
do-style sea/air/land unit of 
the title. The field of opera¬ 
tions here is the Middle 
East, with a blazing finale 
played out in the devastated 
tower blocks of Beirut. — — 
Bob Baker 
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THE Gulf War, more than 
any other, was a television 
war — even the bombs had 
cameras. Saddam Hussein 
watched his war on the box, 
saw it as his enemies saw it 

— and if he ever shared the 
same delusions that sus¬ 
tained Hitler in his last days 
he would have had to ignore 
the evidence of his own 
eyes. 

Benjamin Netanyahu, the Is¬ 
raeli deputy foreign minister, 
spoke to viewers around the 
world from Jerusalem on Cable 
News Network's Larry King 
Live — and knew Saddam Hus¬ 
sein was watching him, Loo, 
even as the Iraqi dictator was 
sending Send missiles into his 
country. 

"Television is no longer a 
spectator," he observed, going 
on to quote the Heisenberg 
Principle “which basically says 
that, if you observe a pheno¬ 
menon. you actually change it 

. , as you observe a pheno¬ 
menon with television, instant¬ 
ly you modify it somewhat. 
And I think that what we have 
lo make sure of is that the truth 
is not modified, and that it's 
constantly fed to The leaders 
and to the publics in the demo¬ 
cratic countries." 

Herein lies the greatest chal¬ 
lenge that faces television re¬ 
porting. CNN was the only 
network to maintain contin¬ 
uous coverage — and recognis¬ 
ing that the fleetingness of the 
visual imagery can often distort 
rather than clarify any given 
situation, it has translated its 
reports into “the traditional 
form for recounting events: a 
book." 

War in the Gulf (Powerhouse 
£9.99) is, not surprisingly, the 
most detailed and coherent "in¬ 
stant history ” to emerge so far 
Pictures still tel! most of the 
story — but there are some 
startling statistics thrown in. 
The death rate among US 
Armed Forces in the previous, 
peaceful year, was 79 per 
100,000 — mostly as a result of 
automobile accidents and most 
of these were alcohol related. 

In Saudi Arabia, officially at 
least, there was no alcohol and 
no private cars to drive. The 
death rate in the Gulf area — 
including combat deaths — was 

per 100,000. Thus it appears 
life was healthier for the aver¬ 
age GI in the Gulf than it was 
back home ., . 

Triumph in the Desert {Cen¬ 
tury £ 17.99) claims to be “the 
definitive illustrated history” 

— but while it scores in picture 
handling, particularly in the 
close-ups of the key protago¬ 
nists, it does not have the same 
range as the CNN effort and 
relies too heavily on the — ad¬ 
mittedly often excellent — 
work of official artists, none of 
which is directly related to the 
text. This is a pity — they do 
not sit well in the company of 
colour photographs that can 
now be reproduced as starkly 
sharp as the black-and-white 
photo-reportage of half a cen¬ 
tury' and more ago and would 
be better served by a showcase 
of iheir own, 

Peter David, international 
editor of the Economist, con¬ 
cludes cogently: “For half a 
century Arab leaders have used 
fear of the Zionist enemy as a 
way to divert attention from 
their own failures and errors. In 
this war, however, the Iraqi 
dictators fiction that he invad¬ 
ed Kuwait in order to liberate 
Palestine was simply too pre¬ 
posterous to believe, 

“Firing his Scud missiles at 
Tel Aviv was a way tor Saddam 
Hussein to ask his Arab broth¬ 
ers a difficult question: Can 
you be against me, if 1 am so 
clearly against Israel? To his 
surprise, and perhaps lo theirs 
as w'ell, the rulers of Saudi Ara¬ 
bia. Egypt and even Syria — 
the self-proclaimed beating 
heart of Arabia — answered 
"Yes, we can? ”. — JFA 



THE monster submarine Surcouf became a millstone 
round Admiral Max Horton's neck from the moment she 
arrived in Plymouth on June 20, 1940, following the fall 
of France. 


Bitterness at the British 
attack on the French Fleet at 
Mers-el-kebir meant her 
crew's sympathies were de¬ 
finitely pro-Vichy — yet for 
De Gaulle she was still a 
symbol of France's great¬ 
ness and Churchill, not wish* 
ing to hurt his pride, insisted 
she be kept in service. 

But, as the Royal Navy 
had learned in experiments 
with submarine cruisers 
such as the notorious K and 
M Classes, many of which 
had been lost in accidents 
with not one of them ever 
firing a shot in anger, big 
was not better With Surcouf 
you could take your pick of a 
whole series of disasters 
waiting to happen. 

Vanished 

In the end, somewhere on 
the way from Bermuda to 
Tahiti, she vanished amid 
rumours that she had sunk 
ships in an Allied convoy 
she had been told to protect 
and had herself been delib¬ 
erately bombed by the 
Americans. 

in Who Sank Surcouf? 

(Century £17.99) James Rus~ 
bridger looks at the whole 
history of this unhappy ves¬ 
sel, examining her pre-war 
record that sho wed her to be 


operationally worthless; the 
poor quality of her crew, 
many of whom had no pre¬ 
vious submarine experi¬ 
ence; her bloody take-over 
by the Royal Navy at Devon- 
port in which four men died 
in “the first hand-to-hand 
fight between French and 
British sailors since Trafal¬ 
gar"; and on through her so¬ 
journ in Canada, still pla¬ 
gued with defects, during 
which she took part in the 
unauthorised seizure of the 
Vichy-held islands of St 
Pierre and Miquelon — an 
operation which Churchill 
had at first allowed but can¬ 
celled after Roosevelt dis¬ 
approved, but with which De 
Gaulle proceeded regard¬ 
less. 

With the entry of Japan 
into the war Horton seized 
on the chance to be rid of 
her by sending her to Tahiti 
— despite warnings from 
her embarked British liaison 
officer that her crew was 
openly discussing mutiny 
and defection to France or 
Martinique. 

With her disappearance 
the real mystery begins. 
Was she bombed — by acch 
dent or design — by the 
USAAC off Panama or was 
she run down by the Ameri- 
can freighter Thompson 


Above: General De Gaulle leaves the Surcouf after an inspection of the submarine at Devon- 

port. Picture: Imperial War Museum 


Lykes, which reported a col¬ 
lision with a submarine-like 
vessel that exploded in “a 
brilliant sheet of flame" both 
sides of her bow? The latter 
theory, which fits in well with 
Surcoufs poor watchkeep¬ 
ing record — seems the 
most likely verdict on her 
fate. 

Rusbridger says the oft- 
repeated claim that the ru¬ 
mours that she had been de¬ 
liberately sunk were 


spawned by German/Vichy 
intelligence is untrue — no 
such story was ever official¬ 
ly promoted in France at the 
time. 

However it happened, 129 
French officers and men 
died in the Surcouf — and 
three Royal Navy men led by 
22-year-old Sub-Lieut. Rog¬ 
er Burney, a somewhat na¬ 
ive “dedicated Francophile" 
who had been befriended by 
the composer Benjamin Brit¬ 


ten and his companion, the 
singer Peter Pears. 

Enveloped as he was by 
the deep suspicion and mis¬ 
trust of his fellow travellers, 
Bumey seems to have made 
a fair job of one of the most 
disagreeably difficult tasks 
ever to fall to one of his 
youth and rank. Britten's de¬ 
dication to him of his War 
Requiem was a sad epitaph 
to a very sorry tale. 

— JFA 


Paying tribute to 
the Service’s 
great all-rounders 

WHEN George Finch’s father was lost in the battlecruiser HMS Queen Mary at the Battle of 
Jutland his former CO, Captain William Reginald Hail was Chief of Naval Intelligence. 


■COLOURFUL CAPTAINS- 

FOR readers who prefer fiction, and olde-worlde sea 
faring at that, two new novels are available. 


Fans of Nathaniel Drink- 
water will welcome the tenth 
story dedicated to his life 
and adventures — Under 
False Colours (written by Ri¬ 
chard Woodman, published 
by John Murray at £14.95 
hardback). Set in Napo¬ 
leonic times, the novel's 
characters include powerful 
Jewish merchants, a French 
Marshal and a beautiful wid¬ 
ow of ambiguous loyalty. 


Female beauty also poses 
problems for Frank Morgan, 
hero of Malcolm Macdon¬ 
ald's novel, The Captain's 
Wives (Hodder and Stough¬ 
ton, price £14.99 hardback). 

It is late last century and 
one of Morgan's passengers 
for America is a poor Irish 
immigrant destined to be his 
wife. Trouble is, Frank's al¬ 
ready wed ... 


Despite the demands of a job 
that was to bring him lasting 
fame, he at once offered his ad¬ 
vice and assistance to the be¬ 
reaved family — and continued 
his interest for many years. 

It was on his recommenda¬ 
tion that George joined the 
Navy an Artificer Apprentice 
— a decision he was never Lo 
regret. 

His 25 years as a naval engi¬ 
neer are documented in Tiffy 
(Square One £14.95), a tribute 
both lo the high quality of the 
training lie received and the 
mettle of the men employed in 
one of the most demanding 
areas of life at sea. 

George's career shows up all 
the variety — and dangers — of 
his trade. He was diving in the 
Firth of Forth to recover a 
practice torpedo when HMS 
Belfast contacted one of the 
first German magnetic mines 
uncomfortably close by ... 


Filigree 

“The water had just reached 
my upper chest when a tremen¬ 
dous blow — muffled — reach¬ 
ing up from the depths — 
squeezing hard on my legs and 
abdomen — thudded into my 
body from all directions. It was 
followed in a second by an¬ 
other, exactly as the first , *. 
For weeks afterwards my body, 


from the chest upwards, was 
covered in a filigree of pinch 
marks, caused by the folds in 
my underclothes as they were 
squeezed into the flesh.” 


Contention 

He thus takes issue with the 
official view that the Belfast 
was damaged by only one mine 

— “I have always contended 
that as the w f ater pressure 
change, too distinct to be mis¬ 
taken, was fell twice there must 
have been two explosions to 
initiate the changes?’ 

Insights such as these inform 
a useful addition to the sadly 
sparse written record of a vital 
branch of the Service. From 
diving to flying training — the 
author qualified as a pilot with 
the RNAS — service in the new 
battleship HMS King George V 
which followed a close associa¬ 
tion with the underwater fleet 
that might have been expected 
to lead to a submarine course 

— George was an all-rounder 
for whom retirement on medi¬ 
cal grounds in 1953 was clearly 
premature. 

After working on the devel¬ 
opment of processes for the 
storage of aircraft and guided 
missiles he returned to life 
afloat, traveling widely as a 
consultant to the Greek mer¬ 
chant fleets. 

— JFA 



GOOD ADVICE DOESN’T 
USUALLY COME FREE 


There's never been greater choice and better value 
than now for buying your own pub. 

To explain a little about life as a publican 
Whitbread has produced a free guide, 

Please send for your copy now. 


I would like to receive a free copy of the "Whitbread Property Guide to Buving and Running a Pub 1 . 

I wish to be put on your mailing list to receive details of properties for salt I 
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I Address 

] 

I Please return ibis coupon to Whitbread Property PO Box ”8, Luton, 1.1.1 9XK 
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French 


TO CELEBRATE the 
15th anniversary of 
Poole branch, which co¬ 
incided with the 1 Oth 
anniversary of iheir 
twinning with Cherbourg 
Naval Association, 27 
French “oppos"’ crossed 
the Channel for a week¬ 
end in Poole, including a 
dinner-dance and a re¬ 
ception. 

Before reluming to France 
an inscribed pewter plate was 
presented to Poole branch and 
the Cherbourg branch received, 
in return : an inscribed silver 
bosun's whistle. 

□ □ □ 

Shipmate Richard Clarke, 
member of Bletch ley, person i¬ 
fied that quality of caring Ad¬ 
miral Sir Desmond Cassidi, 
President of the Association, 
commended so highly at the 
RNA conference. 

Despite a long battle against 
cancer, he took part in the Pen¬ 
nine Way walk to raise funds 
for local charities. What he 
lacked in strength he more than 
made up For in courage for he 
covered almost 70 miles before 
he collapsed and died. 

□ □ □ 

Members of Shrewsbury 
marked the 40th anniversary of 
the branch with a great celebra¬ 
tion attended by 80 shipmates 
and guests, including some 
founder members who, to mark 
ihe occasion, received in¬ 
scribed tankards. The branch 



BRANCH 

NEWS 


thank the ladies for putting on 
a ‘“royal” spread and for the 
splendid birthday cake, provid¬ 
ed by Mrs, Turner. 

n n □ 

Three hundred members of 
Chingford and Waltham Forest 
braved the torrents of rain on 
June 23, to attend a memorial 
service in memory of Shipmate 
Don Willis, branch founder 
member and former chairman 
Representatives of branches 
throughout the area crowded St 
Edmund's Church, Chmgford, 
for a service conducted by the 
Rev, Eric Ford. Following the 
service an oaken prayer-stool — 
together with a beautifully em¬ 
broidered kneeler — was 
blessed and presented to the 
church in memory of a 'great 
oppo’\ 

□ □ □ 

To mark the 5Gih anniver¬ 
sary of the loss of HMS Hood. 
Stourbridge branch held a ser¬ 
vice of remembrance, attended 
by relatives of the ship's com¬ 
pany. The branch also hon¬ 
oured the memory of iheir late 
president by presenting TS 
Centaur with a divisional cup 


leave 

Poole 


to be known as the Cdr. Joe 
Mitt on trophy. 

n □ □ 


Shipmate John Bennets, 
chairman Redruth and Cam¬ 
borne, completed a 16-mile 
charily walk with local cubs 
and scouts raising £56 for the 
branch welfare fund. Shipmate 
Taffy Jones, helped by army 
cadets, raised £156 for SSAF.A. 


n □ □ 

Royal Marine cadets from 
TS Steadfast provided a smart 
Guard of Honour at the enjoy¬ 
able annual dinner-dance or¬ 
ganised by Hanwnrth branch, 
held at Heathrow Park Hotel 
and attended by the Mayor of 
Hounslow, 

□ □ □ 

Shipmate Eric Watts, a 
founder member of Northamp¬ 
ton, was presented with honor¬ 
ary life membership and a 
clock barometer on resigning 
the office of chairman after 13 
years. The presentation was 
made by Capt. L, R, Charles 
RNR who, in turn, was present¬ 
ed with life membership of the 
branch, in recognition of his 
long and dedicated service. 


Yeovil branch, still growing, 
boasts an enthusiastic member¬ 
ship and a hectic social life. 
Members were recently ad¬ 
dressed by Shipmate Ron 
Tremlett, national council 
member No 4 Area, on the 
need to recruit more serving 
members of the Navy. 

D □ □ 

Since re-commissioning Nun¬ 
eaton branch has raised enough 
money to purchase three elec¬ 
tric wheel-chairs for the dis¬ 
abled. A recent recipient of a 
wheel-chair was Mrs. Dorothy 
Briggs, whose husband, Cyril, is 
a member of the branch. The 
gift was presented to mark their 
golden wedding anniversary. 

□ □ D 

Fifty shipmates from Enfield 
branch travelled to Portsmouth 
to pay their last respects to 
Shipmate Charles Conred, the 
branch vice-president, whose 
ashes were committed at sea, 

□ □ □ 

Canon Maynard conducted a 
short prayer sen ice to mark the 
first meeting of Saitash branch 
at the China Fleet Club. The 
occasion was attended by ship¬ 
mates from Bodmin and Rame 
Peninsula branches. 


At Your Service 



:: ••r :: ;V: : 

for Matthew Sheppard, aged 12, who completed a 
nsored ride on hie bike and raised £167*50 in aid of 
flttmds branch* 

the younger son of the chairman, Shipmate John 
s seen here handing over a cheque for the money 
anch president, Shipmate Cdr* Hal D. Pearson RN 



Calling Old Shipmates 


HMS Foylebank 1940: Ernest Pettifog 
{ex GEA "Tuck&w&y’') of 28a Dorchester 
Road. Weymouth, Dorset DT4 7JU (tel 
03C5-782176) would like to know the 
whereabouts of Reg Hough, Ordnance Arri 
ficer, of Rugby, last known to have served 
In HMS Vengeance about 1948 Also 
whereabouts of HMS foyFebank's. gunner 
Richard Lidsey 

George Cross Island Assn: The assn., 
with over 2000 members, branches 
throughout UK and the world, welcomes old 
shipmates horn the "Club" runs to Malta 
during 1940-43, to join. There wiSF be a large 
reunion in Malta next year in which the 
Duke of Edinburgh and Admiral of the Fleet 
Lord Lewin will unveil a 10-tonne bell on the 
Lower Barrage, commemoratrng the Serge, 
and award of the George Cross to Malta 
Details from Fred Plenty. 43 Sydenham 
Road, Bridgwater. Somerset, TA6 4QD. sac 
please (tel 0278-424641). 

HMS Hound 1942-44: Any ex crew 
members please contact Mr. C. A. Williams, 
(ex LG/Wireman MS). 24 Barryfields, Shal- 
ford. Braintree. Essex CM7 5HJ (tel 0371- 
850806). 

MM Submarines Aurochs and Thorough 

1955-57: Fred Johnston, 21 Alfred Street, 
Strom ness, Orkney KW16 3DF (tel 0856- 
850336) would like to contact Terry Riley. 
ex-AB(RP). 

PO Stoker R. T. Spiller {1921-20): Would 
anyone knowing the whereabouts of PO 
Spiller. who is believed to have served dur¬ 
ing 1921-28, or any friends or relatives. 


please contact the Mess President. W0$ 
and SFLs Mess, HMS Sultan, on a matter of 
historical interest. 

The Indefatigable Schools Old Bo ye 
Assn: The Association is for former 
members of the School, both those who 
were trained on the former sailing ship 
moored at Birkenhead and those of the 
shore establishment at PI as LI an fair. Angle¬ 
sey. It Mas strong ties with the present day 
School and holds its AGM there. The Mer¬ 
seyside branch of the Association holds 
regular meetings at 7.30 pm on the last 
Wednesday of each month at the Grosby 
office of the Missions ro Seamen. Further 
details from Eric Russell. 10 Alexandra 
Drive. Aigburfh, Liverpool LI 7 8TD. 

HMS Harvester (1943): J McClennan, 35 
Royden $t. : Liverpool, would like to hear 
from survivors especially from the torpedo¬ 
men's mess and LST 2 (landing ship 
engineer). 

HMS Matchless (1942 44): W. Rodman, 
103 Jiggtns Lane. Bartley Green. Birming¬ 
ham B32 3LD (tel. 021 476 7455) wishes to 
hear from a gunnery rating known as 
Ginger who served on the Russian Con¬ 
voys. His last known address wa$ Aoocxs 
Green. Birmingham, 

Lieut, A, G, (Tug) Wilson RNVfi, last 
serving in a minesweeper at Leghorn Italy, 
1945-46 — anyone knowing hes where¬ 
abouts contact G, M, Austin, 823 Katherine 
Rd., Susana Knolls, CA 93063 USA. 

B31 Sgd (1941-44): Ron Pearson (SFX 
421, 21 Wood Hill Ores., Leeds LS16>BX 
(tel. 0532 671674) would like to contact for¬ 
mer shipmates who served in the squadron. 


HM Ships Ti tenia (1 &40-41) and Bradford 
(1941-43}: Don Taylor, 278 Freshwater Rd., 
St John's, Newfoundland, AlB id, would 
like to contact former shipmates. 

HMS Bruce: A. Morris, 101 Doidge Rd., 
Erdington, Birmingham, would like to con¬ 
tact former shipmates who served in the 
boys' training ship in Fife (please enclose 
SAE). 

HMS Exmouth (1970-73): Alan (Ginger) 
Mercer, ex-R02(T), 2 Euxton Close, Sad¬ 
dens Farm. Bury BL6 2HV (tel. 061 764 
6697) would like to hear from former ship¬ 
mates and any Com ms ratings who know 
him. 

HMS Cavelier 1961-63: Sid Annmg is 
looking for former shipmates ol the com¬ 
mission for an October reunion, especially 
Rock Hudson. Ben Seerls, Peter (Soapy) 
Watson, and Sam Uidler. Contact at 14 Ki¬ 
pling Gardens, CrOwnhiiL. Plymouth PL5 
3DD (tel 0752-768201). 


Over to You 


Signalman's telescope: Can any reader 
(ex Chief yeoman maybe?) enlighten me as 
to the history of signalmen s telescopes? l 
have one, made of brass, in four pieces, 
with interchangeable eye pieces, engraved 
on the side — TEL S1G Mk vi also G.S . 
H.C.R. & Son Ltd. No 8172, OS 717 GA. Ian 
Jones, 60 Clacton Road. Walthamstow, 
London El 7. 

Cdr, Marshall A’Deane, HMS Greyhound: 

HMS Fiji Survivors Assn would like to trace 
members of the family of Cdr. A'Deane who 
won the Albert Medal and lost his life saving 
men from HMS Fiji, having already saved 
himsetf from his own ship, HMS Grey¬ 
hound. whan she was bombed and sunk. 
Please contact Hon Sec, DWH Fraer, 
Bridge Cottage, Manchester Road, Sway. 
Lymington, Hants S041 6AP (tel 683745). 

HMS Electra: E. Clark, 26 Elm Or., Hove, 
Eh st Sussex BN3 7JJ, has a copy of a 
oaperback which covers the period from 
1940 to Feb. 1942 when the ship was lost in 
the Battle of the Java Sea. This account is 
told by Lieut.-Cdr, T. G. Cain. If any surviv¬ 
ing member of the ship's company wishes 
to have the book Mr Clark will forward it, 

HMS Malagas (BN air station Wingfield, 
Capa Town, SAJ: The officer in command 
SAS Wingfield is researching and recording 
the history of the base and would like to 
hear from RN/FAA personnel who served 
there during the Second World War. Con¬ 
tact Cdr. Carry De Vries, 28 Poplar Ave.. 
Thornton 7460, Caoe Town. South Africa. 

HMS Radmlil: A crew member of the U- 
boat which sank the destroyer HMS Redmlli 
la trying to get in contact with any survivors, 
he cams to Ctengford as a ROW and re¬ 
in pined In the area after marrying a local 
girl. Contact him c/o Ron Knight, 14 
Shaftesbury Rd., Chmgford London, E4 
7BW (tel. 081 524 7797), 

HMS Vanguard: J. T. Sievewnghi. Forge 
Cottage. East Village, Creditor, Devon, has 
lost all his photographs and papers of the 
1947 Royal tour of South Africa, if any old 
shipmates have photographs which he 
could copy please contact him at the above 
address. 


Evacuation of Greece: Several RN veter¬ 
ans went to Greece in April to commemo¬ 
rate the 50lh Anniversary ol the evacuation. 
For those who were unable to attend, a 
reunion in the UK is planned for September 
in Plymouth. Former shipmates who took 
part in the evacuation are invited to contacl 
Stan Cock. 14 Richmond Place. St, Ives, 
Cornwall (tel: 0736 795575) with a SAE for 
further details 

HM ships St. George, Valkyrie, Uriey and 
the RN Polfol Service: Those interested in 
attending reunions between May 16-23 
1992. at Lyme Bay Holiday Village. Seaton. 
Devon, please contact Mr Mike Pannell 
(Regional Sales Exec.), Grand Naval Fte' 
unions 19-92. Warner Holidays Ltd., PO Box 
22, Havant. Hants P09 1TA. 

HMS Sussex (RNR Hove): A reunion of 
ex-RN permanent staff will be held at the 
Royal Sailors' Home Club. Portsmouth on 
Sept 12. Derails from A, W. BartSe, 9 Jubi¬ 
lee Rd,, PortsSade, Sussex BN41 1SU. (tel 
0273 410068). 

France/Germany Star Veterans Assn: in¬ 
vites those who served in North West 
Europe, June 1944-May 1945, whether RN, 
RM Army or RAF. to become members of 
(he association. Further details from Mr L 
Parkinson, 130 Cranfield Rd. Marus 
Bridge, Wigan WN3 50E- 

HMS Gambia Assn: The fifth annual reun- 
-on will be held at the RNA Club. Leaming¬ 
ton Spa on Sept. 21, followed by a march to 
the town's memorial for a wreath-laying 
ceremony on Sept. 22. Details from Les 
Newman, 3 Coppice Rd,, Whitnash, Leam¬ 
ington Spa CV31 2JE (tel. 0926 831599). 

Caterers Reunion Dinner: will be heid in 
the WO's and SRs' Mess. HMS Raleigh on 
Nov. 22. Past and present members of the 
cranch are invited to attend (SR Caterers 
and Officers with previous service as Cater¬ 
ers). Cost of ticket. £17.50, on a 'first 
:ome, first served'" basis, Contact CPOCA 
Johnson. RNSS, HMS Raleigh, ext. 41557. 

23rd Destroyer Flotilla: The third reunion 
of the "S Boats". HM ships Saumarez, Sav¬ 
age. Scorpion. Scourge, Sera pis. Stord and 
Svenner (both Norwegian crafts) and Swift 
was held at HMS Nelson on June 8 and 
droved to be a memorable occasion Many 
of the 100 former shipmates had not seen 
3ach other since 1945. Guests included 
sight ol the 35 survivors of the German 
cattle-cruiser Scharnhorst — the "S Boats ' 
were involved in delivering the final torpedo 
attack which sank the Scharnhorst in the 
Arctic Ocean fn Dec. 1943. 

148 Gdo F0 Bfy RA will celebrate their 
30th Amphibious Observation reunion from 
July 24-26 1992. Any former members of 
he unit who are inlerested in attending and 
lave not received personal notification 
should write to AO Reunion 92. 148 Cdo FO 
3ty RA. Royal Marines Poole. Hamworthy. 
^oole, Dorset BH15 4NQ, 

HMS Bicester 134: The 10th reunion wap, 
■^eid on June 8 at the UtTlebury Hotel, Bi¬ 
cester and among those present were ex- 
ihipmates from M36. The tflth anniversary 
■vi 11 be heid on Jung 6 1992 — details from 
rfr B H, sles, 27 Inhurst Way. Tadley, Nr. 
Basingstoke RG26 6DF. 

CENCMEp: The second reunion of former 
staff of C1NCMED, based in Lascans, Mai 


Reunions 


;a, will rake place on Sept. 28 at the Royal 
Bailors' Home Club. Portsmouth. For de¬ 
al Is contact Terrv Parker, 54C Cherlton 
Rd.. Folkestone. Kent CT20 1DD {tel. 0303 
49242). 

LST 182 reunion weekend will be held on 
3ept, 20-21 in Portsmouth. For details con- 
act Ron Kelly. 24 Westmoreland Rd., Urm- 
d;on, Manchester M31 1HJ (tel. 061 748 
5391). 

Leal We Forget: The Seaside Entertain¬ 
ment Appreciation Society has organised 
their annual Service Charity Presentation at 
the Carlton Hotel. North Promenade, Black¬ 
pool on Sept, 27. Over the years, the So¬ 
ciety has given hundreds of pounds to Ser 
vice chanties but this year's get-together of 
ex-Servicemen and women will be the last. 
Tickets are £3.50 and can be obtained by 
sending s.a.e. to Hon. Secretary SEAS. 45 
Gateshead Drive, Layton, Blackpool FV3 
7PN, 

While Cliffs of Dover Veterans: Former 
RN or WRNS personnel who served in this 
frontline area during 1939-45 please con¬ 
tact Ken Flint, 77 Lydia fid,, Walmer GT14 
9JY, (tel. 0304 369538). for details of a 
reunion to be held on Sept. 12. 

HMS Onslaught: A reunion is planned on 
Nov. t-3 in Blyth. Northumberland. Those 
interested contact either CCWEA L. D 
Brain or CPQ(OPS)(SM) Dai Rees, c/O 
WQs and SR s' Mess, HMS Dolphin. Gos¬ 
port, Hants. 

RN Patrol Service reunion will take place 
at Lowestoft from Sept. 30-Oct. 5. Full de¬ 
tails from National Secretary, John Dunn, 
12 Grampian Way, Oulton Broad, Suffolk 
NR32 3EW (tel. 0502 564344). 

Royal Hospital Old Bey a Aaen: The an¬ 
nual dinner-dance of the Chatham branch 
will be held at the Gascoigne Rooms, Union 
Jack Club. Waterloo, London SE1 &UJ on 
Aug. 31. Cost of tiokets £17.56. Applica¬ 
tions to P. A. Parkinson. 5 Alexander Rd.. 
Bexleyheath, Kent DA? 4TU (tel. 081 304 
3635) Cheques made payable to 
RH-S.O.B.A. Chatham Branch. 

HMS Cairo (1139-42): Over 60 shipmates 
enjoyed a fifth reunion on May 10 at the 
Royal Sailors' Home Club. On Aug. 15 
1992, a reunion is being planned at the 
Union Jack Club, London.' to commemorate 
the 50th anniversary of her sinking. Jock 
Harris, founder member, would like to hear 
from former shipmates at 72 St, Leonards 
Caravan Park. Ring wood Rd,. West Moors. 
Warn borne, Dorset BH22 QAQ (tel. 0202 
S94121). 

River Class Assn: The sixth reunion will 
be held at the RNA Club, Riverside, Ade¬ 
laide Rd. r Leamington Spa, on Oct. S. 
Further details from Peter Hof re II, Spridd- 
■leslone Lodge, Wembury Rd.. Wembury. 
Plymouth PL9 0DQ (lei. 0752 408308). 

HMS Victorious Assn: Reunions will be 
held at the RMA Club, Level 3, Alexander 
Warehouse, Uanthony Rd , Gloucester on 
Aug. 10 and at the RAF A Club, Riverside 
Terrace, Ely, Cardill on Sepl 28. Further 
details from A If (Buck) Rogers. 32 Tioslrey. 
Hollybush, Cwmbran, Gwent NP44 7JD (tel. 
063 33 66794). 

Combined Operations reunion will be 
held on Sept. 20-22 at Wharf Inn. PO Box 
474 1 Jane St., Newcastle, New Brunswick, 
Canada. Further details from Earle 
McKenna at the above address. 


r 


TS Arelhusa Old Boys Assn: will hold 
their next reunion on Sept. 14 at the Arethu- 
sa Venture Centra, Lower Up nor, Nr. Roch¬ 
ester, Kent. Further details from Mr L. Cot¬ 
ton, 6 Pen ware Parc. Camborne. Cornwall 
TR14 7QR, or for serving members Lieut - 
Cdr. J. P Jacklin. Regulating School, HMS 
Nelson (Whale Island), Portsmouth. 

Grenville division Apprentices HMS Cal¬ 
edonia (1941-45): Fitly years on reunion 
September at Ports mouth. Those not al¬ 
ready contacted phone Eric Ravenscrof! 
on 0705-482028. 

Russian Convoy Club (Anglian Branch): 

Next meeting, Sal 14 Sept an he Branston 
Sports Centre. Bridge St WiTham, Essex, at 
1130. If lunch required, names to Sec.. Mr. 
G. P. Ward, 15 Peterhouse Ores,, Wood- 
bridge, Suffolk IP12 4HZ (Tel 03943-3031), 

HMS Orion Assn: Annual reunion, Thurs 
3 Oct 1991 at the Royal Fleet Club, Devon- 
port, followed by Nava! Base visit on Fri 4 
Oct. Further details from Derek Kent, tel 
051-924-4496. 

HMS Tattoo 1943-46: Fourth reunion was 
held at Portsmouth Royal Sailors Home 
Club on 5/6 June. Any ex-crew not in touch, 
contact Arthur (Joe) Rue, 30 East Drive. 
Blunsdon Abbey, Swindon, Wilts, SN2 4DP. 
Tel 0793-724490 for detail of 1992 reunion 

HMS Fiji Survivors Assn: A nostalgic 
weekend reunion was held al Portsmouth. 
Joined by a survivor from the cruiser HMS 
Gloucester and three Irom Ihe destroyer HMS 
Greyhound, leasts were drunk to the memory 
of Ihe thousand men loal in these Ihree ships 
in the Battle lor Crete, among them [he Navy's 
youngest casualty. Boy Bugler Peter Avanl, 
Royal Marines, aged 14, and also to those of 
the destroyers HMS Kandahar and Kingston, 
which came back at night to rescue survivors. 
The Ambassador of Fiji was the Guesl o£ Hon¬ 
our and General Peter de Labrliiere attended 
the Sunday service — hts Sal her, Surg. Lieut. 
Cdr Claude de Labillier being one of Ihose 
lost 

HMS Zulu 1942: Shipmate Tom Cox re¬ 
grets that he will be unable to organise this 
year's reunion as he is off to California for 6 
months. He looks forward io next year for the 
50th anniversary 

HMS Dorsetshire Assn: 50fh reunion will 
be held at Dorchester on April 4, 1992. Old 
shipmates, relatives who lost their loved 
ones, who are rnterested in attending 
please contact Hon Sec 'Burt" H. W. Goi- 
lop. 3 ColtishaN Close. Ernesettte, Plymouth 
PL5 2PA ftel 0752-360478). 

Britannia Royal Naval College. Sepl 66 
Entry: Reunion will be held at BRNO on 
November 16/17 91. Details from Sec Nav- 
Sec r 116 Ripley Block, Old Admiratly Bldg, 
Spring Gardens, London SW1A 2BE (tel 
071 -218-2816/6047) 


WORLD WAR II REVIEW 

A newsfetter full of news, views and 
reviews for all those interested in 
the events of 1939-45. For free 
sample copy send a stamped, 
addressed A4 envelope to 
Broad he ad Publishing, Broad head, 
Castleshaw, Delph, Oldham 0L3 5LZ 


FIFTY YEARS ON 

A LOOK-BACK at the wartime operations of the Royal Navy half a 
century ago this month. 

THE need to aid the Russians in their fight against the German 
invasion began to impose its demands on the Royal Navy. In this 
month the first North Russian convoy, consisting ot the old aircraft 
carrier Argus with 48 Hurricanes and one merchant ship with more 
crated aircraft sailed for Archangel. 

A relatively good month for merchant shipping losses — 41 ships 
totalling 130,000 tons. 


Principal events included, 

2: Hermfone rammed and sank an Italian 
submarine off Tunis, 

3: First success of a Hurricane fighter 
catapulted from a merchant ship: shot down 
a Focke-Wulf in the Atlantic. HM ships Hy¬ 
drangea, Wanderer and St. Albans sank 
U401 SW of Iceland. 

7: HM submarine Severn sank an Italian 
submarine west gf Gibraltar. 

12: HMCS Picotee sunk by U568 In North 
Atlantic. 

18: HM submarine P32 sunk by mine 
while attacking convoy off Tripoli 

19: HM Norwegian ship Bath (an ex^USN 
four-stacker) sunk by U201 in SW 
Approaches. 


23: P33 sunk by mine off Tripoli. HMS 
Zinnia sunk by U201 ofr Portugal, 

24: Rear-Admiral Viari in HMS Nigeria 
with four destroyers and troops embarked 
m the Empress or Canada carried out raid 
on Spilibergen and evacuated the Norwe¬ 
gian settlement who were mrning coal for 
the Germans. 

25: HMS Vascama ana RAF Catalina 
sank U452 In Atlantic. 

27: U570 surrendered to RAF Hudson off 
Ireland. Brough: in by HM irawters Kingston 
Agate and Northern Chief. U570 was later 
commissioned into the RN as HMS Graph. 

Taken from the Royal Navy Day by Day. 
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Spirits high 
despite the rain 


CONFERENCE REPORT 


THE Royal Nava! Association conference at Torbay, attended by 236 delegates and 200 
observers, wi!! be remembered for the superb venue — The English Riviera Centre — the 
excellent service provided, the welcome extended and of course the weather, which, 
caused the parade to be “rained off T on Sunday morning. 

The weather,’ however, in no 
way affected the quality of de¬ 
bate in the conference hall, 
which was lively, good hu¬ 
moured and, at times, passion¬ 
ate. But rhetoric did not win 
many proposals from confer¬ 
ence for only one motion out of 
14 was carried. 

The motion — carried pro¬ 
posed by Uxbridge branch — 
was “that it is mandatory for 
photographs of members to be 
affixed to the membership 
card". Among the motions de¬ 
feated was the proposal by the 
national council for a 40p in¬ 
crease in annual subscription 
from Jan. 1 I99L 

Conference opened on a cere¬ 
monial note with Shipmate 
Alan Robinson parading the 
national standard into the 
auditorium. 


After a short prayer service 
the Mayor of Torbay welcomed 
the visitors and then Flag Offi¬ 
cer Plymouth Vice-Admiral Sir 
Alan Grose, addressed dele¬ 
gates. Decanters of Pussers 
Rum were presented to the 
Mayor and Vice-Admiral 
Grose before they left. 

The day’s business opened 
with the Hon. Treasurers re¬ 
port and annual accounts for 


1990. Some pertinent question¬ 
ing from the floor, especially by 
Shipmate P. Berry of Tyne 
branch, had Mr, Paul Broom, 
the association's accountant, 
constantly on his feet as he 
fielded one question after the 
next with skill and good 
humour. 

There was little cause for 
laughter on Sunday morning as 
delegates made their wav in 


torrential rain to the English 
Riviera Centre for a service 
conducted by the Rev, Peter 
Jackson, chaplain Royal Mar¬ 
ines. Poole, 

But wet feet and clothes were 
soon forgotten, when the band 
of the Royal Marines, BRNC, 
Dartmouth, under the direction 
of Lieut. J, Hillier, struck up 
and standards were proudly 
displayed. 

Conference, however, also 
had its sad note. At the service 
prayers were offered for Ship¬ 
mate Berme Coliem City of Ely 
branch, who suffered a heart at¬ 
tack in Torquay and subse¬ 
quently died. The sympathy of 
all present went to his widow 
and family. 


AWARDS 


THE following awards for 
recruiting were presented 
by the President, Admiral 
Sir Desmond Cassidi, at 
conference: 

The Sword of Honour to 
the Area making the great¬ 
est increase in full 
members — No. 3 Area, 

The Briggs Dirk award to 
the branch of over 30 
members which made the 
greatest increase in full 
members between 1990 
and the same time in 1991 

— Bangor branch, No. 12 
Area. 

The Briggs Rose Bowl to 
the branch of under 30 
members which made the 
greatest increase in full 
members between 1990 
and the same time in 1991 

— Dunbar branch, Scottish 
Area. 

The Tasker Award for 
Covenanting — No. 6 Area 
(for the second year). 


‘WRENSAT SEA 
A FACT OF LIFE’ 


WRENS could be serving 
in submarines within the 
next few years 1 ', Flag Offi¬ 
cer Plymouth Vice-Admiral 
Sir Alan Grose told dele¬ 
gates at the RNA confer¬ 
ence. 

“ Flag Officer Submarines has 
been asked to look next year 
into the question of employing 
Wrens in submarines/ 1 he 
added. 

Mixed crews 

“Wrens at sea 5 ', Admiral 
Grose said, “are now a fact of 
life. And life at sea is proving 
popular with the ladies". All 
new' design ships, he informed 
delegates, will be capable of 
carrying mixed crews. 

Admiral Grose went on lo 
pay glowing tribute to the men 



• Flag Officer Plymouth 
Vice-Admiral Sir Alan 
Grose. 

and women who served during 
the Gulf crisis. 


He praised the work done by 
RN mine countermeasures ves¬ 
sels, ships of the Armilla Patrol, 
the Royal Fleet Auxiliary, and 
other vessels involved in the 
Gulf operation and RN Lynx 
and Sea King helicopters, “Ex¬ 
cellent co-operation existed 
throughout the war between the 
RN and United States Navy”, 
he said. 

Looking to the future, Ad¬ 
miral Grose said some hard de¬ 
cision-making was involved in 
meeting the cuts required. 

0 Confirmation of the study 
into service by women in sub¬ 
marines came in a Commons 
written answer which slated, 
“Now that sea serv ice for wom¬ 
en in surface ships is well estab¬ 
lished, the feasibility of their 
serving in submarines in the 
future is being addressed.” 
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WHEN the Type 22 fri 
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gate HMS Londonpaid 
a courtesy visit to the 1 

capital members of 
Loughton branch were .; - ■ ■ 
invited to take a tour of 
the ship. 

Shipmates returned 
the favour and mem¬ 
bers of HMS London’s 
ship’s company trav¬ 
elled to Loughton for a 
special “up spirits’* 
evening to celebrate 
their safe return from 
the Gulf. 

Pictured enjoying a 
tot are, from left, branch 
secretary Mick Gowen, 

R01(T) Chris Duneclift, 
chairman Derick Collie, 

AB{EW) Sieve Milchard 
{Loughton branch’s 
serving member), trea¬ 
surer Ted Smith and 
LRp(T) Adam Chap¬ 
man, 

Last month ship¬ 
mates took part in the 
annual Loughton carni¬ 
val and on Sept 15 they 
dedicate their standard 
foliOwed by a parade 
through the town. 
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LOUGHTO 


Conference 
is a time to 
‘take stock’ 


THE President of the association, Admiral Sir Des¬ 
mond Cassidi, did not mince words when address¬ 
ing delegates at conference. “We’ve got an up-beat 
and downside”, he stated, leaving them in no doubt 
how the score stood. 


Beginning on the “upbeat”, 
he praised shipmates' rea- 
sponse to the Gulf crisis and 
the manner in which they ral¬ 
lied around to meet national 
and individual needs. 

He commended the genero¬ 
sity and caring attitude which 
raised £15,495 for the Gulf 
Amenities Fund, so soon after 
the magnificent sum raised by 
them for the RM Band Disas¬ 
ter Fund, 

“Many letters have been re¬ 
ceived in Headquarters from 
commanding officers and 
ships’ companies expressing 
appreciation for the gifts and 
amenities sent by the Associ¬ 
ation to ships in the Gulf”, he 
said. 

Admiral Cassidi stated that 
he was keen that the Associa¬ 
tion should be better at look¬ 
ing after its people and he 
was pleased at the usual 
good response to the giving to 
the Central Charities fund, 
which had enabled them to 
help shipmates, especially 
those needing convales¬ 
cence. 

A series of Welfare Semi¬ 
nars was under way with 
much being learnt. 

There was praise too from 
Admiral Cassidi for the stan¬ 
dard-bearers of the associa¬ 
tion for their dedication and 
readiness to turn out on all 
occasions. 

He said he felt particularly 
proud as tie watched them 
parade at the Royal Tourna¬ 
ment and he was pleased to 
see at conference Shipmate 
Alan Robinson, the national 
standard bearer, at confer¬ 
ence who had recovered from 
illness. 

The “downside” of Admiral 
Cassidrs address dealt with 
the finances of the associa¬ 
tion and the drop in member¬ 
ship of 993, in the past year 

“We are operating too close 
to the knuckle”, he told dele¬ 
gates, urging them to recruit 
serving sailors not in the 
association. 



# Admiral Sir Desmond 
Cassidi. 


He also urged them to heed 
the advice of the national 
council, which makes the best 
calculation it can each year as 
to the “prudent minimum” by 
which subscriptions must rise. 

Admiral Cassidi told them 
that the overall financial state 
of the association was sound 
but the future gave cause for 
concern and he expressed his 
disappointment at the slow 
build up of the Investment 
Fund which was still way short 
of the target of £250,000. All it 
needed, he told them, was a 
£10 donation per shipmate 
per branch spread over two or 
three years and the target 
would be met. 

Before concluding Admiral 
Cassidi spoke briefly on the 
Federation of Naval Associa- 
tions and emphasised that the 
federation was not an attempt 
by the RNA to make a take¬ 
over bid of ship associations. 

He thanked Headquarters 
staff for their hard work and 
paid tribute to the work of the 
national council and then in¬ 
formed conference of recent 
awards in the Birthday Hon¬ 
ours — an MBE for Shipmate 
Cecil Matthews and a BEM for 
Shipmate Kay Warrington, 
national council member No 3 
Area. The news was greeted 
with prolonged applause. 


THE ROYAL NAVY OF WWII ON VIDEO 


New release „■ ‘PERILOUS WATERS 1 ... being part 6 

A year in preparation this 60 mins, episode must be one of the most dramatic 
RN programmes ever produced on the Battle of Atlantic, with Corvettes, 
Frigates, Four-Stackers, Walker's Escort Groups, plus other warships ind. the 
RCN, U-boats and MN, Unlike anything seen on TV this rare archive film is 
brought to life in a manner you will have never before experienced! 

UK price £21.90 post-paid. Foreign/Overseas £24,95 sent Airmail. 

For details of 5 previous RN video releases send SAE 


N V.TC., BECK HOUSE. ESCR1CK, N. YORKS Y04 6JH (0904) S7239 


LOST Your 
Medals? 


We can 


replace them 


NOW 


*$■***« 

K — 1 V TEL 

0752 
872672 


Full Size & Miniatures. 
Mounting Service & Ribbons, 
S.A.E. for Replacement List 

Toad Hall, Newton Ferrers, 
Plymouth, Devon, England, 
PL8 1DH 


WORCESTERSHIRE 
MEDAL SERVICE 

Full s ite and minialure medals supplied 
ar>d mounted for wear or display Send 
for full Fist of miniature medals, emblems, 
clasps, etc. 

25 Golden Cross Lane, Cats hi I! 
Bromsgrove, Wo res. B61 0LG 
Telephone (0527) J537S 

__ AcceEs/Vis-a welcome _ 


FOUNDED 1021 



1 


SAILORS 

FAMILIES 

SOCIETY 


Har Maiesry Queen 
Elizabeth, The Queen Mather 


Assisting over 250 
seafarers' families 
nationwide 


• Financial assistance 

• Training 

• Residential care for the 
young and retired 

• Providing holidays 

Donations gtadty received 


For information leaflet 
write or phone to: 


NEWLAND HOMES, 
DEPT. NN 

C0TTINGHAM ROAD 
HULL HU6 7RJ 
Tel. 0482 42331 J 













































Options 


sfAVY NEWS, AUGUST 1991 


fUM/ll 


Accommodation 



Garian House Holiday Flatlets 

Self'Catering flatlets, near sea and shops. Fully equipped. Colour TV, fridge, 
cooker, linen, etc Ideal for a visit by family or girl friend. 

MINIMUM 2 PERSONS Oft CHARGE FOR 

Charge r WEEKLY JULY & AUGUST.E50 

per / WEEKLY OTHER MONTHS ...E40 

person \ NIGHTLY.....£8 

L Deposit: £10 per person Cheques accepted with bankers card 

FLAT WITH OWN BATHROOM AND TOILET EXTRA 
Guests, who anticipate a late arrival,, should inform the management 

(0705-733581 } 

s.a.e. please giving dates and number 
CURTIS, 70 FESTING GROVE, SOUTHSEA, PORTSMOUTH 733581 


&opI jflttt Club 


Hampshire Court Hotel 

30 Hampshire Terrace — Portsmouth POI 2PF 

Close to HM Dockyard and Barracks. Portsmouth railway and bus stations. 
Well appointed rooms with double glaring, full central heating, h&c 
hand basins, electric fires, fitted carpets, modern divan beds, Cotour 
television lounge, own keys, car park. No restrictions. Full English breakfast. 


Single rooms with breakfast.....from £14 

Double rooms with breakfast.......from £25 

Double with private shower.... £26 


Telephone Portsmouth 823522 

GLADYERINN 

ROSYTH 


Morrce Square 
Devonport 
Plymouth PL1 4PG 

Telephone inquiries only Plymouth 0752 562723 

All booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit on 
each Family Room enclose a S.A.E. for your receipt. 

ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel, their families and 
dependants plus ex. serving personnel and RN.A. members W bo 
may be visiting the Plymouth area 

FUNCTIONS: We cater for* all types of functions at very competi¬ 
tive prices. Ships Functions, Mess Parties, Wedding Receptions, 
Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an ideal facility. 

ASK FOR QUOTATION, CONTACT THE MANAGER WITHOUT 
DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 


SUPPORT YOUR CLUB 




SS Clarence Parade, South sea 
P05 2HX Portsmouth 1*705 S216I5 

Car park, licensed bar, A A and RAC' 
listed. Doable and family rooms with toilet 
and shower cn suite, colour TV and 
tea-making facilities. Excellent position for 
sea from and entertain menls. 

Jean and Edward Fry 


♦♦♦♦PLYMOUTH#*** 


X OSMOND GUEST HOUSE 
X 42 PIER STREET, WEST HOE 
I (0752) 229705 

I TV S TEA/COFFEE MAKING ALL ROOMS 
X COURTESY PICK-UP FROM STATIONS 
I FOUR POSTER BED & BREAKFAST 
I REASONABLE RATFS - SHOWERS - ETB 
I EN SUITE FULL CENTRA! HEATING 
I 20 YDS SEAFRONT - OPEN AH YEAR 
| PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 

♦♦♦♦ft******+♦♦**+ 


♦: 


PLYMOUTH 

SAINT MAID 
LICENSED GUEST HOUSE 
19 Garden Cres., West Hoe 
Ail rooms with colour TV. lea—coffee 
making facilities and central healing. 
Bed and breakfast. Evening meal avail¬ 
able Close to railway and bus station. 
Tei: Delphine James 0752 262961 


AUSTIN HOTEL 

3 CLARENCE PARADE 
SOUTHSEA 
Licensed 

Welcomes the Royal Navy 
All rooms bright and modern 
Colour TV in all rooms, central 
heating, seafront position. No 
restrictions 

Discount allowed for Serving 
Personnel 


Telephone Portsmouth 021785 


SOUTHSEA 


HARMONY GUEST HOUSE 

ftesitl&rtjai brinks JiDsro • T&C * TV in all rooms • 
Comfortable residents lounge« Separate dinnw room 
(licensed ) * CFosti to South Parade Pier ana Rock 
Gartens • families and children welcome 


Special rates for HR and RN.A 

Stella Western, Harmony Guest House, 
11a Malvern Rgad, Southsea P05 2L 1 
(0705) 821696 


GOSPORT “CHERRY TREES” 15 

Linden Grove, Alverstoke, Family 
run guest house, ETB registered. Eng¬ 
lish breakfast, h/c, tea-making. TV all 
rooms, children welcome, close ferry. 
H MS Sullan and Dolphin. Rates £ 10 
per night. Contact Lin or Steve Cell 
0705 521543. 


HOMELEA HOTEL 

18-24 Worthing Road, Southsea 
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 

Completely refurbished, now in final stages 
Superb rooms, many with private shower, colour TVs, radio alarms, 
tea-making facilities 
Bridal suite available 

Otde-worlde restaurant and bar. Available for Christmas parties (up to 
100 persons). Wedding receptions our speciality. 

Telephone Reservations 0705 826506/730457 


S0UTHSEA/P0RTSM0UTH 

D0RCUFFE LICENSED GUEST HOUSE 


era 2 crowns, hac listed 

Comfortable guest house, close to beach, 
shops, fenyports and amenities, Varied 
menu, special diets 

Reduction for senior citizens and M.O.D. 
personnel. Chairlift to first floor 
DOGS ACCEPTED 

(0705) 828263 



Queens 

Hotel 


FAMILY-RUN HOTEL 
AND REST A UR A NT 


NORTH WALES 

STQNELEIGH GUEST HOUSE 
Where l ire helpings of good home cooking are 
almosl as big as the welcome! 
it Alt rooms eal/sai TV 
Tea making facilities 
it Parking Iron and rea 
T*r Central (ex RMpome) 

10 St Davids Rd., Llandudno LL30 2UL 
(0492) 875056 


ROSYTH 

ROYAL SAILORS* RESTS 
FERRYTOLL ROAD 

(OPPOSITE HMS COCHRANE) 

For Service Personnel 
and their Families 

Family En-Suites with 
Doublc/Twin beds 
H&C Colour TV in all rooms 
Car park 

Telephone 0383 413770 

PLYMOUTH, THE HOE. Seafront 
position. Views over Plymouth Sound 
and shipping channel. Bed and break¬ 
fast. Colour TV and tea making facili- 
ties all rooms. Contact: Anne Grin- 
don. Hoe Guest Hodse, 20 Grand 
Parade 0752 665274 


Close by Rosyth 
Only half a mile from main line 
railway station 

8/12 Church Street 
Inverkeithing 
Fife (0383) 413075 


LOWESTOFT 

SOMERTON PRIVATE HOTEL 
FREE RUM TODDY TO W ELCOME 
YOU on your First night’s stay, EF you 
produce this aduert 

Ideal for holidays or short breaks. Plus 
Four-poster bedrooms available for 
that special occasion. 

7 KJRKLEY CLIFF, LOWESTOFT 
SUFFOLK NR33 0BY 
(1502 565665 


PLYMOUTH HOE 
RUSSELL LODGE HOTEL 
(A,A./R.A,C. lasted) 

% liolyruod Place. The Hoe 
Plymouth PL1 2BQ 
Small family-mu hotel. All rooms to a 
high standard. Full facilities incl. 
en-suite showers. Choice of breakfast 
menu. Own key. Private parking. 1 min. 

the Hoe. 5 mins City Centre. 

Fqt reservations or brochure please 
phone 0752 667774 


Easy walking distance yard 
Video - Jukebox - Pool * Darts - Live entertainment 
PUBLIC BAR - LOUNGE - FUNCTION SUITE 
21 twin-double rooms all en suite Reasonable rates 
Telephone 0383 419977 
Fax 0383 411728 


THE ELMS HOTEL 

lLicensed} 

48 Victoria Read South, Southsea 

Family nun hotel. 5 minutes from beacti and night¬ 
life. B i 0. optional E M, Holiday or short stay, 
H/C all rooms, TV founge. own keys, eta# Naval 
Base, Jerries, Staton, and shops. Open all year 

PADDY AND JOHN (JOE) ERSKINE 
(0705) 623024 


PLYMOUTH HOE 

ST LA WRENCE OF ST JAMES'S 
16 St James Place West 
The Hoe, Plymouth PL I 3 AT 

Friendly, family-run Guess House, near 
new Pavj Elions. Colour TY, Tea,'Coffee 
facilities, Showers, own key, no restrictions 

Colleen & Larry 0752 6719fll 


SHROPSHIRE COURT 

GUEST HOUSE 
33 Granada Road, Southsea 

Friendly family run Guest house, 2 mins, 
from sea and entertainments. Close to 
ferries, naval base, shops, etc. Own keys, 
TV lounge, no restrictions, B&B. 
Holiday or short stay. 

Mrs. Pat Green (0705) 731043 


GROSVENOR COURT 

Licensed Hotel 

Small famity hotel with licensed bar, 
TV, CH and lea making facilities all 
rooms, some en suite 
Adjacent to Sea front,, Canoe lake 
and Pier. Convenient for Dockyard 
and Ferrypor! 

BARRIE & MARION LLOYD 
Assure you of a warm welcome 
37 Granada Road, Southsea 
(0705) 621553 
Fax: (0705) 754229 


PLYMOUTH 

THE DENVER 
112A North Road East 
Plymouth PL4 6AW 

Friendly, family run guest house offering 
bed and breakfast Full central heating. 
TV lounge, own key. two minutes from 
station and city contra 

TELEPHONE 0752 660687 


SOUTHSEA 

EVERLEY GUEST HOUSE 

33 Festing Road, 0705 731001 

★ Satellile/Colour TV all rooms 
it Own keys, no restrictions 

in Tea^making all rooms 

★ Family room s/en-suite available 

★ 2 mins, to seafront 

A Discount to Service personnel 


SOUTHSEA 

MAR.VNON LODGE GUEST HOUSE 
71 MAKMION HOAD, SOUTHSEA 
07fl5 822150 

Friendly, family run, TV. CH. Tea/Ccffeo 
all bedrooms, >0 mins Dockyard. 
Seafront. 5 rruns shopping centre Own 
keys, car parking 

Resident Proprietors Joan & Bill Martin 


ALBATROSS 

- Guest House —— 

Open AU Year 

51 waverley road, southsea 

HANTS POS 2PJ (0705) 328325 
Ann and John invite you to their 
friendly guest house, car park, fully cen¬ 
trally heated* colour TV and coffee and 
tea in all rooms, Gose to all entertain¬ 
ments. Own keys. 


Urevu '•House Hold 

PROPRIETORS . 

lUf EflfC & JEAN EUSWCE U f )J 
45 MELVTLL ROAD 
FALMOUTH, CORNWALL Tttll4DG 
Tel- Falmouth (0326) 312852 

Superb position for Jown, railway station, 
harbour St all entertainments. Two minutes 
from sandy beaches St coastal walks. AH 
rooms en-suite with TV and lea/coffee 
facilities. Table licence. 


INVERKEITHING 

Borelund Lodge Private Hotel 

31-33 Bore land Rd., Inverkeithing 

U/jm Rb-syth Dockyard. En-suite 
accommodation in 20 comfortable and 
modern bedrooms all with Satellite TV 
and tea/toffee making facilities. 

From £12.50 B&B. 
Telephone 0383 413792 
FAX 0383 413942 


-PORTSMOUTH- 

HAMILTON HOUSE 

95 Victoria Road North, Southsea, POS IPS 

Pleasari family run guest house 

Bright modern cer>1 rally heated rooms with CTV & tea facilities 
5 mins Naval base, centres, slation 5 ferry port 
Bed & breakfast £14.00 per person nightly. En-suite rooms also available 




Tel: Graham & Sandra Tubb (0705) 823502 


TORPOINT, CORNWALL 

KENIAN GUEST HOUSE 



70, WELLINGTON STREET. TELEPHONE 0752 814414 

Very reasonable rates. Close to Naval Establishments. Bed and Breakfast 
[optional evening meals), H & C, FCH, CTV and tea-making facilities. Fire 
certificate. Licensed Bar. Car parking, Visa and Access. Free river trip up the 
River Tamar on Waterbus "Plymouth Sound 1 ' for a three night stay or more. 


— iEE.an.gai.EWT - . 
CH1NG-ONE 


Prpualf? legis-tered GttesJ House 
Tony Sl family (ex-RN) welcome ex-and 
serving personnel and their families to 
L.ee-on-Solent. Siluated on sea Front with 
beautiful views across (he Solent inch 
l-O-W and Southampton Water. 
Family, double. & I win rooms. 

Private parking facilities. 


53 MARINI-’ PARADE EASE 
LEE-ON-SOLENT POl3 $RW 
0705 553341 


FLORIDA, Gulf Coast, fully fur¬ 
nished and equipped bungalow, sleeps 
4/5, weekly maid service, convenient 
for attractions, close to beaches, golf 
courses, etc, £225 per week inclusive, 
Tel: 0892 36437 (evenings), 

MALTA, MELLIEIIA, Luxury 2- 
bcdrooni Hats to let. Sleeps 4-5. one 
mile from the best beach m Malta and 
Close to local amenities. Flights can be 
arranged, Telephone 08 L567 5824. 


HOTEL FOR THE ROYAL NAVY 

5 GREENHILL, WEYMOUTH DT4 7SR 

Bought for the Royal Navy by the people of Natal after the Second World War 
Fifty yards from the beach, half a mile from the shops and station. Fine sands 
and safe swimming 

Available only to naval and ex-naval personnel, including RM,, W.R.N.S., 
D.A.R.N.N S., their families and relatives. Licensed bar Children and pets 
welcome. Lift to all floors. Many en-surte bedrooms. Laundry facilities. 

Telephone 0305 784108 

REMEMBER — This hotel is yours — come and enjoy it! 



Beaufort Hotel 

(0705) 823707 Fax: (0705) 870270 



★ 18 newly appointed en-suite bedrooms 

★ Licensed bar 

★ Satellite TV ★ AA listed 

★ Car park ★ Sea views 


71 Festing Road, Southsea, Hants P04 0NQ 



The new CHINA FLEET CLUB — 
ROYAL NAVY — HONG KONG 

Without doubt the most modern and 
comprehensive Royal Navy club in 
the world 

All serving and ex RN/ .RM/ WRNS/ 
QARRNS ratings tbrought the world 
are eligible to use the club. Room 
rates are very competitive, Each 
room (38 in number) of first class 
hotel quality, contains twin beds, en 
suite bathroom, TV, and telephone 
Your local travel agent should be 
consulted regarding air fares 

For further information please 
contact General Manager, 

China Fleet Club, Royal Navy, 
c/o HMS TAMAR BFPO 1 


T77-PORTSMOUTH- 

WESTFIELD HALL HOTEL JSL 

65 FESTING ROAD, SOUTHSEA, HANTS P04 ON2 
☆ All rooms cn-suitc ☆ Satellite TV Yr Tea/Coffee Bar 
ik Direct Dial Phones Yr Hair dryers ☆ Licensed Bar 
tY Reunions caiered for Yr Large Car Park 

n ■ST (0705) 826971 Fax (0705) 870200 S 



SALISBURY HOTEL 

57-59 Festing Road, Southsea, Portsmouth 
P040NQ 

Tei: Southsea (0705) 823606 — Fax: 820995 


★ Most rooms with Private facilities 

★ All rooms colour TV, telephone, clock radio and 
central heating 

★ Extremely comfortable, luxurious surroundings 

★ Restaurant, licensed bar, large car park 


SPECIAL WINTER WEEKEND BREAKS 
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY PACKAGE 
AVAILABLE 


[Q (jj 




_ The Hotel you will confidently come back to 

All Enquiries Welcome 


"Away Days in Plymouth" 

Smalt friendly Guest House overlooking 
the Hoe and Seafront. A good bed and 
4-coursa breakfast, colour TV. tea/coffee 
facilities, c.h, ( en-suite rooms available. 
From, £24 Double, Et3 Singles 
Telephone for brochure 
0752 660675 

EDGCIPMBE GUEST HOUSE 

50 Pier Street, West Hoe, Plymouth PL1 3BT 


-HOTEL- 

ANTOINETTE 

26 BEAUFORT ROAD, 
KINGSTON UPON THAMES, 
SURREY KT1 2TQ 
Telephone 081-546-1044 

ALL ROOMS WITH 
BATHROOM. AND FAMILY 
ROOMS ARE AVAILABLE 
Three Licensed Restaurants, Car 
Park 8t Landscaped Gardens. 

12 miles S,W. of Central London, 
which is easily accessible by 
public transport. Close to Hamp¬ 
ton Court, W indsor, Chessingion 
World of Adventure and many 
famous Sporting Venues. 

m DISCOUNT GIVEN ON PRODUCTION 
OF THIS ADVERTISEMENT 


CLARENDON HOTEL 

RUMOURS RESTAURANT 

Clarendon Rd. Southsea 
Tel: 0705-732586 

Fully refurbished to ihe highest of 
standards 

43 Bedrooms, TV r tea/coffee f 
telephone 

156 seater A la Carte reslauranl 
Drsco, dance floor 
2 bars. 60 seater restaurant 
SpecioJ rates for Navy & families 
from j£*I2.50 B&B flncldgiue) 


CANTERBURY BELL 
GUEST HOUSE 

29 St. Simon's Road, Southsea 

Friendly family-run guest house, near all 
entertainment, sea & shops. Central hosting. 
TV 2 ll rooms, tea and coffee making facilities, 
own keys, no restrictions. B&B Holiday or 
short breaks. 

Mrs. Catriona Randall (0705} 826317 


THE THREE TIERS 

GUEST HOUSE 

PLYMOUTH 

41 North Road, East 
Your Hosts John # Glenys Saunders 
Telephone 0752 228483 
Cto$e to city centre railway station and 
naval establishments. Own keys, no 
restrictions, all rooms have satehte TV, 
taa/coffee making Facilities and central 
heating, open all year, full English 
breakfast, opt, evening meal. 

Rates from £1t.5D per person B&B 



GOSPORT 
Seafarer Guest House 

3 Bury Road, Gosport 

TeL 0705 522883 

★ Families rooms/En-suite available 

★ Colour TV ail rooms 

★ Tea and coffee facilities all rooms 
ir Close to Suitanu Dolphin and 

Haslar 

Ample car-parking 

★ W/E discounts Sept to March 
ir ETB 2 crowns 



ipW! Navy News Desk Tid V 
=/mMl ==" y - £1.75 UK £2 Abroad 

Prices include UK postage or surface mail abroad 
Available from The Business Manager, Navy News, 
HMS Nelson, Portsmouth POI 3HH 

Cheques and postal orders, to accompany orders, are to be made 
payable to Navy News, tor orders from outside UK, payment is to be 
made by International Money Order In £ sterling. 
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Property, Removals and Miscellaneous 



^"C Property Management 

263 Fawcett Road, Southsea 

Specialists in the management of the homes of RW personnel 
We offer a full and comprehensive management service, including 
attention to the smallest detail 

If you are thinking of letting your home in the Portsmouth or 
surrounding areas, please contact Tracey Mackenzie or Michael 
Talmondt for further details 

Phone (0705) 861550 Fax (0705) 818081 

‘we are ex Navy and understand the problems' 


’"EXECUTIVE"' 


HALIFAX PROPERTY SERVICES 

HOMES 


• • • ■ 

Let and manage 
quality houses and flats 
in and around Portsmouth 
and throughout 
Hampshire 

Contact us for a brochure 

^ 0705 511644 


THINKING OF 
LETTING 

We are a leading firm of 
Estate Agents offering a 
specialist management service 

ik Regular Inspections 
* Monthly computerized 

_.___ 

accounting 

w_.|-.l 1.1)1 t i'KOPKRn 
—‘M managk.mkm 


★ Full Inventory Sea ice 
ir Competitive fees 

★ Careful tenant selection 
ir Landlords Protection 

Insurance 

Why not have the benefit of our 
long experience in this field of 
management and telephone for a 
brochure or home visit 

Established management and telling 
specialists 

Fuilv committed to caring for your home 

Fur further details please cnntacl 
Janice Ward; 

Telephone (0329) 236555 

Milton House, 7 High Street, Fare team 




LARGE FULLY MODERNISED 
MID-TERRACE COTTAGE 

30 minutes Plymouth, 100ft south 
facing rear garden. Lounge, dining 


4 High Street, 
Gosport, P012 1B2 
^ (0705) 586816 



room, 3 bedrooms 

OIRO £58,950 

Tel 0362 691973 Evenings 


FAREHAM 

GRADE 2 CONVERTED 

MILL 


In Conservation Area 

MARINE ARTIST 

ANY SHIP, SCENE OR 
SETTING PROFESSIONALLY 
PORTRAYED 


Luxury 2 doube bed top floor flat 
overlooking Fareham Town Quay 

8l Marina. Immaculate order, 
private parking with eniry phone. 
Outstanding views in unique 
position. 

£84,995 

(0962) 885468 

IAN FRASER (ex RN) 

37A Chilwelf Road 

Beestom Nottingham NG9 1 EH 


■ 


REGIMENTAL SUPPLIES m 

9 PARK STREET, 
LONDON SE1 SAB 

Tel: 071-403 3983 

Medals — full size and 
miniature, mounted for wear. 


FOR SALE 
S.DET. BUNGALOW 

Nr LISKEARD 

S.E. CORNWALL 

t7 miles Plymouth, quiet village 
location, spectacular views. 3 bed, c.h., 
d.g. with garage, well maintained. 

Blazer badges, buttons, ties 
and heraldic wall plaques. 


£55,000 

0579 62238 


HMS & RFA 

WALL SHIELDS 
Superior Quality 
£16,50 inc UK postage 
Up to 38% discount on 
quantity orders 
CM Retiamdl 
Efi7 Victoria Avenue 
Hull HU5 3EF, England 

6 U x 7 Vi" Tel: 0482 443761 


ROYAL NAVY COVER 
COLLECTOR GROUP 

Collect our Naval philatelic covers. 
Building into the history of the 
Royal Navy. Send for lists. 

Ray Marriott, Coggins, 
Station Road, 
Broadcast, Exeter 
EXS 3AL 0392 462276 



MINIATURE MEDALS 


Miniature and full-size medals. Supplied 
and mounted in ordinary and courLstyle. 
★ Wire Blazer Badges ★ Mess Kit Badges 
Display cases, medal ribbon, mounting 
bars, ribbon bars etc. 


Send for comprehensive catalogue to the 
Medal Specialists (22p stamp 
appreciated): 

MINIATURE MEDALS (NN) 

30 COVENTRY ROAD, 
BURBAGE, 

LEICESTERSHIRE LE1Q 2HP, 
Telephone: (0455) 239262 


TANKARDS 

Large selection of Tankards, 
Hip Flasks, Trays and Salvers 
engraved with your ship's 
badge 

"Quality Guaranteed" 

CORIVO PRODUCTS 

190A ROCKINGHAM ST 
SHEFFIELD SI 4ED 
Telephone 754168 


GENUINE ISSUE KIT 

“Britain’s Leading Supplier of Kit to the Professionals” 

★ PT TRACK TOPS (as illustrated). 

★ SEA KIT BAGS 

★ NAVAL SWEATERS 

★ SQUARE NECK RIG 

★ NAVAL MONEY BELTS 

★ AWD TROUSERS 

★ SUB WOOL SWEATERS 

★ WRENS HATS 

071-790-5257 FREE CATALOGUE. 
071-790-5585 FOR INFO. 

0717-900-900 CREDIT CARD ORDERS. 

SILVERMAN’S (DEPTNN) 

Mile End, London El 4PS 
Personal catlers Mon-Fri 9-5pm Sunday 10-1 pm 
‘‘Britain’s Leading Supplier of Kit to the Professionals” 



SOUTHERN 

SELF-ORIVE 


CAR & VAN RENTAL 

PRICES FROM DAILY £19-62 
3 DAYS £45-94 WEEKLY 
£98-11. Inclusive of i nsurance 
C.D.W & VAT. 

RING 

PORTSMOUTH 663547 
PORTS 662103 or 662288 
GOSPORT 510920 
HAVANT 492266 
FAREHAM 822677 
PORTCHESTER 210102 
CHICHESTER 533666 




TIES & SCARVES 

Direct from Europe's leading manufacturer 


MADDOCKS & DICK LTD 

231 CANONGATE- ROYAL MILE 

EDINBURGH EH8 8BJ 

makers of exclusively designed 

TOP QUALITY CLUB AND COMPANY 
TIES AND SCARVES. 

ALSO BADGES AND SWEATERS. 

(ESTABLISHED 1949) 

TELEPHONE: 031-S56-6012 {6 LINES) 

FAX. 031-556-7924 or 03V556-1592 



ENGRAVING 

Service Available 


SEND FOR OUR FREE 
CATALOGUE 

TEL: (0742) 700573 


DIRECT PEWTER SUPPLIES 
Manufacture Pewter Tankards. 
Trophies, Goblets and Hip Flasks 

Tankards Engraved with 
Badge/Crest from £5,50 + VAT 


DIRECT PEWTER SUPPLIES, 72 PRINCESS STREET, SHEFFIELD S4 7UW 


QUALITY FOOTWEAR 
FOR WORK OR LEISURE 



Leather Gibson shoe with high quality 
leather uppers, leather soles. Sizes 
6-11 in s mooth black and dark tan grain 


ONLY £18.50 

p & p £2,50 (1 or more) 
Send nheque/PO with order stating 
Cat, No., size and colours 
Call us for an appointment or 
send 17p stamp for current leaflet 

CHESTERF0RD STYLES 

11, Gipsy Lane 
I r Chester, North ants NN9 7DT 
Telephone 0933 59675 

Allow 28 days delivery 


H.M. FORCES 

T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS ... 


Specialist Print & Design 
service from one of the 
UKs most Advanced pro¬ 
motional garment printers 

★ 411 wqfJ; S delivery guaranteed 

★ Wide range styles/colours 

★ Mo minimum order yyt\ i 

★ UK & Worldwide delivery V] 

★ Cartoon/caricature service * 




Free Brochure/Price Ust 


AVENUE 

MANOR PARK, 
LONDON El 2 OUK 
TEL: 101 553 
FAX: HEM 553 


FOR SALE due to expansion in other 
areas, we have a yacht chandlers on 
the south coast for sale. Please contact 
Richard Harding. 26 Church Road. 
Abbolts Leigh, Bristol, RSK 3QP. 


FOR THAT SPECIAL LADY in your 
life, gifts of superb quality, saucy, sen¬ 
sual. lingerie. For catalogue and order 
form, send £3.50 to S.A.M. Trading. 
3 7 Mahhouse Gdns, Matchwood, 
Southampton, St)4 4XY. 

REGIMENTAL Ties. Blazer Badges. 
CiiIT-1 inks. Buttons, Medals. Cap 
Badges. Mhitarijcu 50p for list. Cairn- 
cross (Dcp NN), 31. Belle Vue St.. 
Filey. N. Yorks YOU 9HU. 


GET 

PROMOTION! 


T-Shirts, Sweatshirts 
Hooded Tops, Ties 
Embroidered 
Sweaters and 
Sew-on Badges 
Pennants, Singlets 
Hats, Scarves 
Sports Bags and Hoidalls 

For brochure and price list contact 


A S PROMOTIONS 

Room 35, 94 Blackhorse Lane 
London El 7 6AA 
Telephone 081-523 3283 




WITH EVERY COPY 

or our stunning 

FULL COLOUR / 
LINGERIE / 

catalogue \ 

- OVER 200 \ 

BREATHTAKING \ 
photographs OF 

TOP MO DEL SUM 
EROTIC LINGERIE 


SEND ONLY£2,9$ 
iP&PI REFUNDABLE 


FREE BASQUE 


| SOLENT TAXIS | 


66 - 66-66 


PORTSMOUTH 


NOTICE TO READERS 

The publishers of Navy News 
cannot accept responsibility for Ihe 
accuracy of any advertisement or 
for any fosses suffered by any 
readers as a result. Readers are 
strongly recommended to make 
their own enquiries and seek 
appropriate commercial, legal and 
financial advice before sending any 
money or entering into any legally 
binding agreement, 


Cnjoy the splendour, music and colour of 

BRITAFN’S FAMOUS MILITARY BANDS 

We Ann; brought together for the first time On Video Cassette, these unitjue productions 




MOUNTBATTEN FESTIVAL OF MUSIC 

VbLifil the " Bear Yet”. The Banda of the ftayij] Mjfltiei picifwm 

’’Li™'", thd prugracii ii^Liltk^:- 

Tlie ftiurle of TkaAIfar" Ihe M*pe of And ww Lloyd WVhhf r. Ttn: Rijj 
Datw» Band Sound of Glenn Miller. Twdinotiat Mnwfies 
I mistrial Kehoca. Jiwfc Tbr, Zeebnifjpe. Old Cum rules min-li nvorv. 
All tnjfrlwf * mins (iwro*} or Sjw,rduuln.r Stereo Sound unU 
Colour 


THE MASSED BANDS OF THE ROYAL AIR FORCE 

Perform for ypu, included in Ihii rrmfiam:- 

Spit-lir* Prelude. Jjipjaf. Big Dund SosjjhI uf Gerswir, Mdiehi njr v,il h, 
ScwZBL Crown I in |K rial jnd miu:Ti muir. Over 90 mine urStnni SnunJ 
end Colour. 


THE ROYAL MARINES SEARCHLIGHT TATTOO 

We h.v.e pid rr J this unique event on Vi tiro, f< 5 Ju ring The Comhirnl 
Bjints of HM Ray^t Marinei. jugellier with u specEaL.-iu.lar display hylliL- 
FprnousC pip'sof Drami. live program inclinles a World WarI] Mcludj- 
by foe Stall Band nf the R.ELME, which tufcEher with Ihe "While 
Helmelt" Display Tea m, the QUeenr Sq-uad uf Ihe RAF. and Ihe Ha nd uf 
the Pfoya>| Be-cimental Fiis-itiers. ma ke this event a unique uCL-aijun. Cird- 
ijij wilh “Sunnet - end a tolr.iirfLjl Fire wurt display. malting this tape welt 
wprfo nwnirs.. R-u Lining Time approx. 75 mins. 


MASSED BANDS ON PARADE 
R>r the "FIRST TIME EVER"nil I hrve rerwes cnmhinc In perform pn 
Horse Gu-iftfs fcu Ite presence pf Her Majesty The Queen Mather See 
*fld hear the i>est nf OH r Farnpu* Tri-Services Mil itn ry Bands, pn i tw 50th 
An eiversn ry of Ihe SlHrt of Werfd War [I. Pmgnim inrfudet; ViLlpry at 
Seat The Ratde of Britain. ISI2 Overture- with Cannons, plus much, 
mqch mtMn. Ru nning Time appma.. 75 mins. 


BEAT RETREAT 

The Massed Ratidtnf Lhe Royal Marines jam together nn I lunse Guards 
Parade, IjOndna. far thu epecLat accasfoa In the ptL-scnce or His Rpyat 
Highness, Tike Prince Philip, OutecrEdinburgh. (Vil mins tappro*.> uf 
ttaditional Marches played as nply the -Rpyals" can. 





IN AID CtFSffRVTCE CHAH. r T7£S 

SEND NOW TO; Ttlfvldm PraliEliorft, 54 Corwtighr Cimii. Pfi«k^lOhf. Poole. Dor** &H 1 2 2FN Tel: |02&2) 726220 


P&F £1.50 Per T»pe (OwrstKi X(f(f £4M (Striked 

Mnt.iMiTurii-M HFvriVAt . _ 

. □ 

Pw Tape £7>w (Mr) Per Tape). VHS ONLY 

ROYAL AIR FORCE _,. 


Ta: NAME .-____ * .. 

SEARCHLIGHT TATTOO .... 

□ 

- - \l tiXFU Q i Mnu nN MiU t 111 1 


ADDRESS . ....... 

.. BEAT RETREAT .-.- 

- □ 


Allnw N da)5 Sttb-Td>U.1 


Fdf DfKvflfy H 

. (OvnttU 28 Jays) TOTaL 


DIVORCE 

Sensitively but 
strenuously handled 
Phone 

POLSONS 

Solicitors 

(0489) 781311 

For a FREE interview — 
No obligation 


Sotswold ^fCedats 

Full size medals mounted for 
wearing in Swing or Court style 
Miniature medals supplied and 
mounted for wearing 
Mem dress accoutrements, blazer 
badges and ties supplied 
Medals eased for display 
Valuations given (free of charge} 
Medals refurbished, repaired or 
replaced 

QiJDlolions and advice given, willingly 
ant.1 Tree of charge 

Sole supplier Of ihe Cuanlguard Auxiliary 
Long Service McdaJ in min ism re 

VERNON PHILLIPS 
26, N:iu nlnu Way, 

I humpum, Ghellvnhwn]* 
Gluuccvti-r, GL5J 7BQ 
t Llephortt <0242) S74TKH 

<Answering machine oulstde office hours) 



Persona! oafle rs welcome 


FRAMED HEATSEALED 
COLOURED BADGES 

Cellectore size 5 x51Y...£6,90 

Presentaticm size B x8 approx,£11,65 
tnd. VAT and Po$fag& 

RN Ships & Squadrons 
WRNS RNA Branches 
RNXS Units Association Badges 

FLEET BADGES 

4, CHURCH VIEW, OBORNE, 

NR. SHERBORNE, DORSET 
0935 812149 


WALL SHIELDS OF 
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS 

Hand painted on wooden base 6" x 1* 

£18.50 + £1.00 UK postage 

REDUCED PRICES given for orders of 6 or more 
SPECIAL PRICES given for 10, 25, 50 and 100 
CRESTED TIES TO YOUR OWN SPECIAL DESIGN 
(minimum 36) 

Specialist experience over 85 years 

C. H. MUNDAY LTD. 

Oxford House, B St John’s Road 
SI John’s, Woking, Surrey 
Telephone 0483 771508 Fax 0483 756627 




>£10rp .<7 

. iVSewter^ 


QUALITY SHEFFIELD 
PEW TER WARE 

Engraved Regimental 
Badges, Ship’s Crests etc. 

f REl. brochure u \uliable 


mL. 27 Priory Road . Sheffield S7 II.H. fel: /0742) 500338 Jm 


SOUVENIR COVERS 

Regular stoci( list fS0+ pages) ol souvenir 
covers covering the Royal Navy, RAF 
Army, Concorde, First Flights, Railway, 
Fool bati. 

First day covets etc with autographs 

WINGFIELDS 

P.G Box 1, Thetford. Norfolk 
Telephone {02B4J SI0940 
P.T.S, Member 


RNPTBA 1991 REUNION 
PHOTOGRAPH 

Anyone requiring photograph 
of the above reunion, send 
£1.50 to WO Johnson, HMS 
Temeraire, Burnaby Rd,, 
Portsmouth. 
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Education 


JEIM 



ST GEORGE’S 
SCHOOL 

{Independent Boarding and Day School) for Boys and Girls 

The Hall, Gt. Finborough, 
Stowmarket, Suffolk 


★ Continuous education 7 to 18 years 

★ Entry possible at any age 

★ All staff fully qualified, mainly graduates 

★ GCSE/A level courses 

★ Smalt classes 

★ Traditional values and disciplinary standards 

★ Good family atmosphere 

★ Sensible uniform reasonably priced 

★ Extensive grounds and playing fields 

★ Combined Cadet Force 

★ Fully inclusive fees 30% covered by BSA 

Apply (or prospectus: 

The Admissions Officer, The Hall, Gt, Finborough, Stowmarket, 
Suffolk, Stowmarket {0449) 674479 


EMBLEY PARK SCHOOL 

Romsey, Hampshire S051 6ZE — Telephone (0794) 512206 
INDEPENDENT BOYS’ SCHOOL 
FOR BOARDERS AND DAY BOYS Aged 11-18 
Good general education in small friendly school. Good facilities 
for sport and Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme, Some 
Service Bursaries available. 

For prospectus apply to the Headmaster 


Wilton House School 

Battle, Hastings .East Sussex TN33 9BS. 0424 S3234 

Co-educational boarding and day school 

Head office and senior school: Catsfieid Plate, Battle, 

GCSE A' Levels 13 18 years 

Junior school: Broomham. Gueslling, Hastings. 5-13 years. 

Small classes. Remedial and individual turnon arranged when required. 
C omputer workshop, swimming pools, tennis courts, games fields and 
horse riding. Escort services to and from airports. Special terms for 
Service children additional la .Service grants. 

Established since 1954. Apply: t he Principal at head office 



m ■ ihi 
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Cawston College 

An Associated Woodard School 

Day, Boarding and Weekly Boarding 
Boys ana Girls Aged 11-18 


Cawsiorb a small co-ed u cat tonal Independent School set in 125 acres of 
grounds with 22 acres of playing fields, offers small classes and 
traditional values. The college is justifiably proud of the specialist 
Dyslexia Department where a limited number of pupils are offered 
one-to-one help. 

Special terms for Service Families. 

For further details, prospectus or appointment to visit please contact: 
The Headmaster's Secretary., Cawstun College, NRI0 4JD. 
Telephone Norwich 87041 
Headmaster John Sutton B.A. R.H 


BOARDING SCHOOL 

for boys and girls aged 4-16 

Service children very welcome and very well looked 
after by undemanding and committed house parents. 

Excellent food and boarding accommodation. Excellent 
sports facilities. Fees in line with B.SA 

For prospectus apply to the Headmaster 

Our Lady & St John School 

Beach Road, Hay ling Island POlI 0AD 
Telephone (0705) 463759 


ADVICE ON BOARDING EDUCATION 

Service parents who wish to seek advice on boarding 
schools suitable for their children may communicate 
direct, or through their Unit Education Officers, with 
SCEA (Advisory Service) HQ Director of Army 
Education, Court Road, Eltham London SE9 5NR (Tel: 
081-854 2242 Ext. 4277/4279), Parents are normally 
requested to complete a questionnaire before advice is 
given. Copies are available from Education Officers or 
from SCEA la at the above address. 



NEWLANDS SCHOOLS 

Seaford, East Sussex 

The Preparatory The Manor 

(7-13+) (13-18) 

Boarding, Weekly Boarding & Day 

# Fully Co-Edueaiional # Two schools on one campus 

# Large services connection # Appropriate lees discount 

# Over 70% of boarders are Boys and Girls of Service Families sfaliened 
world-wide 

0 Traditional discipline and homely atmosphere 

# High academic standard to Common Entrance, GCSE, A Levels and 
Urtiversify Entrance 

# The schools are up-lo-date with Ihe demands of the National Curriculum 

# Computer Studies* CDT and Home Economics 

0 New Support Learning Unit for Remedial Teaching, Dyslexia and EEL 

# Children in the 5th and 6<h years {Preparatory) learn German 

# Annual School Exchange with a French School in Tours 
Strength in Instrumental Music and Choirs 

# Coaching in major sports including Athletics and Swimming 
9 Large indoor heated Swimming pool 

# Indoor .22 Rifle Range 

# Travel Escorts to Gafwick, Heathrow and Luton Airports, London (Victoria). 
Coach to Southsea [via South Coast Road) and Aldershot 

FURTHER INFORMATION FROM 

Fax: 0323 891599 
Preparatory^ Tel (0323) 802334 
Headmaster: Roger € Clark BA, MA (Ed) 

The Manor: Tel (0323) 890309 
Headmaster: Brian F Underwood MA, Dip- Ed (Oxon) 


Upper Chine School 


Headmistress: Dr Helen Harvey BSc PhD 

SHANKLIN, ISLE OF WIGHT 

Independent G.S.A Boarding and Day School lor Girls from 3-Ifl years 
Many girls from naval families. Pupil/staff ratio 8;1 
Entrance and sixth form scholarships, bursaries, drama and music awards available 

For a free prospectus write or telephone (0983) 862208/664022 


nMii f 


Miscellaneous 
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I AM A PETITE 19 yrs Scottish girl 
with light brown hair, dark brown 
eyes. J would like to meet a midship¬ 
man from 21-30 yrs. For an exciting 
and lasting relationship. Navy News 
Box No. 1082. 


MINIATURE AND REPLACE 
MENT MEDALS SUPPLIED, 
mounted for wear, write or phone for 
quotation. Raymond Holdkh, Trafal¬ 
gar Square, Collectors Centre. 7 Whit¬ 
comb Street, London, WC2. Tel: 071 - 
930 1979. 


CHOOSE yourself a new friend from 
the galaxy of photos in MATCH¬ 
MAKER a monthly catalogue of new 
contacts. APPROVAL copy from: 
MATCHMAKER (A. 10), Chorlev. 
Lancs PR7 4BS or ring 0257-480155, 


r spi 


BUTTERICK 
SPECIAL PATTERN OFFER 


FFR ^ 


Gear up for Autumn with this 
easy to make 3 piece pattern 
ensemble. Comprising loose- 
fitting jacket & pullover top 
with tapered pants, this outfit is 
yours for the making. 


Send to: Retail Dept. 
Butterick Patterns, New Lane. 
Havant, Hants. P09 2ND. 



>t- 


Design 5620 qty. (a £1.50 each (Inc. p&p) Total £ 

Tick size (6-8-10)□ (12-14-16)□ (18-2()-22)n 

Name , . 

Address . ...... 


Post Code Telephone 

Cheques payable to Butterick Patterns 

or debit VISA/ACCESS/MASTERCARD/EUROCARD (delete as appropriate) 

nq. I MINI I II I.. 



NAVIGATION SAFETY AID 
BE SAFE, COOL AND IN COMMAND 
ANTI-GLARE SOLAR GAIN BLINDS 
EASY TO INSTALL IN SELF-CLEANING CASSETTE 
ROLLER BLINDS/SCREENS WHICH REJECT GLARE* 
HEAT & ULTRA VIOLET LIGHT 

Over 1,000 units curently in use on 100 ships and other installations around 
the world 

Full information from John Lightfooi 

Solar Solve Marine International 

204 High Street West, Sunderland UK SRI 1UA 
Tel: 091 427 0982/091 567 5732 Fax: 091 510 9852 


Isitu&tf by ATC & isle of Man Posf Office Authority 
1. Standard Cover (ATC Cresl -— colour) E2.25 each 
2. Limited Edition Cover (signed by Lt. Governor 1.0.M.) £5.25 each 
Please make cheques payable to 440 Squadron CDC A/C and send to Mr D Land, 
Treasurer, 440 Squadron, 107 Wybourn View, Onghan, I.Q.M. 

Orders will be despatched on or shortly after 31.8,91 


ZIPPO LIGHTERS 

ENGRAVED IN COLOUR WITH YOUR SHIP S CREST 

THE ORIGINAL PETROL 
WINDPROOF LIGHTERS 

GUARANTEED FOR 
LIFE OR REPAIRED 
FREE OF CHARGE 

MINIMUM ENGRAVED ORDER 

50 

For information on models 
available with no minimum 
order requirement, _ 

please tick LJ 

For full details' complete the coupon below and send to: 


W. A* INGRAM ASSOCIATES LTD. Unit 27, 

Grand Union Centre, 336B Ladbroke Grove, London W10 SAX 

Please send me full details about how to obtain Zippo lighters 
engraved with my ship s crest 

NAME...... 

ADDRESS........ 



Expiry date 


Signature 


Please allow up to 28 days for delivery 


POSTAL INTRODUCTIONS, All 

ages. Nationwide confidential service 
with WA1A Member. Free details by 
return of post from Willow Introduc¬ 
tions, Dcpt-NNN. PO Box No 46, 
Plymouth. PL 1 iSY. 



AUTHORS 

Hava you written a book that 
deserves publication? 

If so, please write to: 

Dept. NN/01, The Book Guild Ltd,, 
Temple House, 25 High Streef 
Lewes, East Sussex, BN7 2LU, 


r 


T-Shirts 

Sweatshirts 

Polos 

Caps 


A 


Printed to your 
specifications 

For information or 
brochure, call: 

A-ONE DESIGNS 

55 Brook Street, Chester 
Tel: Chester 

( 0244 ) 311028 , 

J 


1 %F!A 

TOTAL 

|| PROTECTION 

:'>$■ With a regulation, for quality and 
reliability combined with a flexible 
and innovative approach lo 
security sofulions, MA technical 
expertise and capabilities span a 
>>>:: broad range oi acuities 

10% DISCOUNT 
;i NAVAL PERSONNEL 

v-T: ★ BURGLAR ALARMS 

* CLOSED CIRCUIT TELEVISION 
:>k> it HIRE ALARMS 

* safes 

* 24HH CENTRAL STATSON 

-:-v: MONITORING 

it FREE SURVEYS 

* ACCESS CONTROL 
':5S' * SECURITY LIGHTING 

I (0703) 233966 

francfs intruder alarms 

>X : : Guild House. 151 Albert ftd South 
Southampton, Hants SOI 1FH 

Tel: (0489) 584889 
fa*: (0489) 589112 
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AIRCRAFT TECHNICIANS 


Avionics, Airframes, Engines, 
Armaments 

High Salaries ... Free of Tax 
currently under review 

It is difficult to remember a time when public 
interest in, and awareness of, Saudi Arabia has 
been greater. 

it is also difficult to imagine a time when the 
future offered more scope and opportunity. 

Britain's largest export agreement, Project 
Al-Yamamah is a long term commitment to 
support and train a modern, self-reliant Royal 
Saudi Air Force. 

We have a continuing need for experienced 
aircraft technicians in the specialist areas 
shown above, and in addition to unrivalled 
financial rewards, free of tax, we are 
offering a unique benefits package 


which includes free accommodation and 
messing, free medical care and life assurance, 
travel-paid UK flights, excellent leisure facilities 
and substantial discounts on a wide range of 
Rover cars for you and your immediate family. 

If you are under 55 years of age with at least 
6 years recent experience with modern, high 
performance military aircraft, complete the 
coupon and forward it to: The Personnel 
Department, Al-Yamamah Business Office, 
FREEPOST British Aerospace (Military Aircraft) 
Limited, Warton, Preston, Lancs PR4 1BR. Or 
telephone Preston (0772) 634317. 


n 


PLEASE SEND ME YOUR COLOUR BROCHURE AND AN 
APPLICATION FORM 


ADDRESS....... 



. POSTCODE.. 

MY SERVICE TRADE IS/WAS.. 


REF NN 033 


JAf SAUDi ARABIA 


VERYTHING YOU MAKE IT 


sis 
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HMS Middleton leading the ships of the First Mine Countermeasures Squadron, with Quorn 
to starboard, Berkeley to port and Chiddingfold astern. 


THE FOUR ships of the 
First Mine Counter¬ 
measures Squadron 
are this month on the 
move again, deploying 
from their homeport of 
Rosyth. Berkeley, 
Chiddingfold and Mid¬ 
dleton, stopping off in 
Plymouth for Navy 
Days, proceed to the 
Mediterranean to 
operate with NATO 
forces, with an on-call 
role for any Gulf/Mid¬ 
dle East operations, 
and Quorn joins the 
NATO Channel Force 
for exercises and port 
visits in Northern Euro¬ 
pean waters. 

Quorn, whose crew 
was out in the Gulf reliev¬ 
ing ships’ companies of 
MCM2 immediately prior 
to the outbreak of hostil¬ 
ities, has recently been 
operating in the Clyde 
and providing mine coun¬ 
termeasures experience 
for Dartmouth officers 
under training and per¬ 
sonnel from the Royal 
Saudi Navy, while her 
three sister ships, com¬ 
pleting their refits, have 
participated in NATO ex¬ 
ercises in the Baltic and 
visited Hull and 
Rochdale. 

It is planned that all 
four ships of the Squad¬ 
ron will be due back in 
their Scottish base in 
time for Christmas leave. 


25,000 


Well handled! 


WHEN Lieut, Mark Hill of 820 NAS landed his Sea King helicopter on the deck of HMS Ark Royal, on 
exercise in the South Western Approaches, it was the ship's aircraft handlers who celebrated, for it was 
their 25,000th landing in the life of the carrier. 

To mark the occasion Cdr Neil Thomas, who, as Commander Air, runs the flying operations, presented the duty 
flight deck crew with a celebratory cake. 

Ark’s flight deck officer, Lieut. Keith Naylor, said after the landing — “The flight deck crew are really pleased to be 
able to clock up 25,000 landings — they’re doing a great job. Everyone has to know exactly what to do as safety is all 
important on the flight deck of a carrier, potentially one of the most dangerous places in the world." 



• Pause for a picture before tucking into the cake — left to right, back row — Leading Airmen Duds Dudley, Mas 
Marraner, Jake Thackery, Dolly Dalton, Buck Taylor, Vince Vincent and Doo Facer, POA(AH) Brian Voce, LA 
Wally Wallace, NA Julian Heald and LA Bob Chorlton. Front row — Naval Airmen Neil Upson, George Besibrd, 
Cal Bleakley, TafT Barrett, Mac McFadden and Brindley Broderick, and Lieut. Keith Naylor, Flight Deck Officer, 





Caribbean farewell 


DUNKIRK veteran, the 150 ton lie de 
Serk had come to a sorry end in 1988, 
when she was driven ashore on the island 
of Dominica during a storm, coming to 
rest and rust beside the main Dominica 
highway in the centre of the town of 
Rousseau. 

But when HMS Fearless called in at the 
paradise island on her summer Caribbean 
deployment the Dominican authorities 
asked if the Royal Navy could help the 
old coaster to a more fitting final home. 

A salvage team, led by Lieut.-Cdr. Gra¬ 
ham Bmningsley, members of the local 
public works department and prisoners 
from the local jail worked round the clock 
for four days to dig her free, and with a 
towing hawser of just 600ft, Fearless had 
to keep as close to the shore as possible, 
with shallow water, an awkward current 
and the wind adding to the difficulties. 


Finally, after parts of the old vessel gave 
way, the He dc Scrk heeled to starboard 
and inched towards the sea. 

A huge roar went up from the enor¬ 
mous crowd which had gathered and was 
echoed by the ship’s company lining the 
Fearless’ upper deck. The assault ship’s 
four landing craft were released and the 
He de Serk was towed four miies out to 
deep water. 

A demolition team led by DWEO Sub- 
Lieut, Neville Rad bourne placed charges 
around the coaster’s hull and set the 
fuses. Then a team of Royal Marines 
from 4th Assault Sqn set up two Carl 
Gustav anti-tank weapons on Fearless’ 
fo’e’sle, firing four rounds as the charges 
exploded to ensure lie de Serk sank 
quickly. 

She went down bow first within a 
minute. 
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MUDA PARADE FOR AMBUSCADE 




I 


m= Navy News 


SHIPS OF THE 
ROYAL NAVY 


• Above — Ambuscade enters Hamilton Harbour, 


• Right — On parade for the Queen’s Birthday, Ambuscade's 
Guard on Front Street, Hamilton, 


• Below — While CinC Fleet, Admiral Sir Jock Slater, visited 
Bermuda he was hosted by HMS Ambuscade and took the 
opportunity to meet her crew. 


Over 400 Black and White Postcards of Naval Ships from 1956 to 1991. 


SEND TO: 


THE BUSINESS MANAGER 
NAVY NEWS, HMS NELSON 
QUEEN STREET, PORTSMOUTH POI 3HH 
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SIXTEEN crews battled it out in the Brickwoods Field Gun Competition, with 
Sultan A emerging as the fastest overall. 

The event was staged at HMS Collingwood and proved a great day out for 
the public. It also raised more than £2,700 for King George's Fund for Sailors. 

Although the field gun runs were the main event, there was plenty besides to keep 
the crowds entertained. Representatives from 70S, 705 and 702 Naval Air Squadrons 
were present with Lynx, Sea King and Gazelle helicopters. There was also a classic 
car rally and for the children model train rides and a magician. 

Youngsters of the Volunteer Cadet Corps demonstrated their prowess with scaled- 
down field guns. Their event was won by the crew from HMS Dolphin, 

Rag Officer Portsmouth Rear Admiral David Bawtree presented the Brickwoods Trophy to 
Sultan A (Imin, 20:04secs). Other trophies were awarded as follows: Powerful Cup (fastest 
overall time). Sultan A (1:19:95); Merit Cup (most spirited crew), Neptune; City of Portsmouth 
Silver Jubilee Cup (fastest east side of Portsmouth crew), Nelson (1:23:68); Lloyds Bank West 
Country Trophy (fastest West Country crew), Man ado n (1:20:00): Roaring Meg Trophy (plate 
winners), Sultan B (1:23:00); Plate Runners-up, Dryad (1:24:04); Easams Plate (best aggregate 
time throughout), Sultan A (8:06:00); Brickwood Runners-up Cup, Manadon (1:20:07): Brickwodd 
Cup third, Seahawk A (1:23:57). 


HMS AMBUSCADE received a warm 
welcome from the town of Hamilton 
when she visited Bermuda, as part of the 
picturesque island's celebrations for the 
Queen's Birthday, when the ship provid¬ 
ed a 40-man Guard for the parade. 

A waterfront berth in Hamilton, the island’s 
capital, provided an excellent opportunity for 
the ship’s company to enjoy the sights, whilst 
Ambuscade herself proved a popular attrac¬ 


tion and had a very busy day when she opened 
to visitors. 

Ambuscade’s return to Bermuda marked an¬ 
other successful visit in what has been a busy 
deployment as West Indies Guard Ship with 
previous ports of call including Tampa and 
Miami, Florida, Norfolk, Virginia, Grand 
Cayman and Belize. She left her home base of 
Devonpori in March and is due to return this 
autumn. 


START A ‘SHIP OF THE 
MONTH' COLLECTION 


£10 


FOR 1 YEAR'S 
SUBSCRIPTION 


This month's featured ship is HMS Wilton 
Navigation Training Ship. 

To receive a postcard picture of her and of the 
next eleven featured ships, simply fill in the 
coupon and send with your eheque/P.O. to 
the address below. 


Each month you will receive a glossy 
postcard helping you to build a 
comprehensive and interesting collection. 
POSTCARDS CAN ALSO BE PURCHASED 
INDIVIDUALS Y AT A COST OF 50p each 
(minimum order £1.50) including postage, 





































































f Promotions to Chief 
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Appointments 


Points j 


AUTHORITY for promotion of the !ollowing 
atings to chief petty officer was issued by 
HMS Centurion in July: 

OPERATIONS BRANCH 
{COMMUNICATIONS GROUP) 

REG. and PT 

To CCY — S, P. Harland {Active). S. P 
Martin (Plover). 

To CR$ — P. S. George (Cleopatra), D, J. 
Scullion (POST COM MS). 

To CCCT — D. B Turner (GCHQ 
Cheltenham). 

To MAA — I P Edgerton (NP 1002 Deigo 
Garcia). 

SUPPLY AND SECRETARIAT 

To CPOSTD — K. W. Ormrod (Osprey). 

To CPOSA — 0. Kearney (Juno), C. R. 
Daw (RNR Tyne). 

FLEET AIR ARM 

To GPQA(SE) — C, H. Towel I (Exchange 
USA). 

WRNS BRANCHES 

To CWRENFS -C.J. Thomson (Nelson). 

CHIEF PETTY OFFICER TECHNICIAN 

HMS Centurion has been notified of the 
following promotions to chief petty officer 
technician which were made in May and 
June: 

CPOCT(A) — B, R. Crosby (Boxer). 

MT1 — D. C. Follington (RNH Plymouth) 

CHIEF PETTY OFFICER ARTIFICER 

HMS Centurion has been notified of the 
following promotions to chief petty officer 
artificer which were made by commanding 
officers in May and June: 

C POME A — C. R. Dyer (Tireless), R. P. 
Earnshaw (Manchester), K. t. M. Gale (In 
trepid), G, G, Heap (Courageous). M. EL. 


Kestle (Defiance FMB), A. Mackinder {Nep¬ 
tune NT), S. P. McCauley {Invtrtcibie), R. 
Nisbet (Defiance FMB), R. Parkas (Brave), 
J. W. Perelia (Neptune NT). P E Preece 
(Sultan). N. Rule (Raleigh). W G. B. Wilson 
(Tireless). 

ACPOMEA — D. G. A. Johns (Triumph), 
A. J. Tuggey (Valiant), P. F. Waters (Iron 
Duke), P. Whcldo-n (Portsmouth FMRO), S. 
R Wilcock {Nelson Gunwharf). 

CPOMEA(L) — S. Willdrg (Illustrious). 

ACPOMEA(L) — P. W Hasker (Royal 
Arthur). 

CPOAEA(M) — D M Holt (RNAS Cul¬ 
drose), G. Kendall (RNAS Yeovilton), 

CPOWEA — E. G- Barber (Courageous), 
T. M. Drummond (Alacrity), A. A. Forbes 
(Valiant), P. L. Holbrook (Gib. Naval Base), 
J. J. Hunter (Jupiter), A, D- Martm (Sceptre), 
G A. McChlery (Valiant), M. R Sanders 
(Coifingwood), D. w. Upjohn (Dolphin 
SMMU), D. P. Wooiterton (Dolphin SMMU). 

ACPOWEA — S- C- Bridge (Renown 
Stbd), A, B. Dombrowski (Iron Duke), D- W- 
Hoare (Norfolk), M. J. KeJIy (Cambridge), R. 
Thomas (Royal Arthur), 

ACTING CHARGE CHIEF ARTIFICER 

Authority was issued by HMS Centurion 
in July for the following ratings to be pro¬ 
moted to acting charge chief artificer: 

To ACCAEA — P. A. Brown (Seahawk), 

To ACCMEA — P. A. Murray (Sceptre), P. 
Conn it! (Renown S), R, H, Watson (Nep¬ 
tune), S- P. Downie (Exeter), S. J. Harley 
(Manadon), P. A. Winder (Brave), K. Spence 
(Brave), S. A, Mulfett (Trenchant), D. J. 
Grant (Spartan). 

To ACCWEA — A. G. Clarke (Unicorn), T. 
W, Caplin (Defiance), A. R. Burns (Sover¬ 
eign), B. F. Martin (Splendid), 5. M. Hodge 
(Juno), D, H. Lewis (Revenge P), S. J. Mor¬ 
row (Revenge P), J. S. Crosse (Defiance). 


Pen Friends 


READERS seeking penfriends in the Royal 
Navy are listed below. Any sailor who writes 
to an applicant must use a stamped enve¬ 
lope bearing the applicant's name and 
town. The letter should be enclosed in a 
second envelope addressed to "Pen Pats" 
Navy News, HMS Nelson. Portsmouth. On 
receipt the replies will be redirected but 
only if they have been stamped, 

Fiona (26), Letchworth, Herts. Theresa 

(28) , Ascot, Berks. Claire (19), Gosport, 
Hants. Julie-Anne (19), Bournemouth, Dor¬ 
set. Sue (21), South Shields Rachel (21), 
Brixham, Devon. Sharon (21), Newhaven. 
Sussex. Vicky (IS), Cardiff. Jasmin (24), 
Emsworth, Hants. Selina (24), Thornton 
Heath, Surrey. 

Anna (16), Braintree, Essex. Miss L, (35), 
Bristol. Joanne (22), Wigan, Lancs. Haley 
(25), Blackpool. Lancs. Rhonda (32), Aber¬ 
deen. Yvonne (24), Alvaston, Derby Nicola 

(29) , Nottingham. Deborah (28). Basildon, 
Essex. Sarah (20), Eastbourne, Sussex. 
Angela (26), Tamworth, Staffs. 

Angie (23), Derby Tracy (21), Hyde, 
Cheshire. Paula (20), Weston-super-Mare. 
Maureen (27), Burnley, Lancs. Jill (39), 
Fare ham, Hants. Michelle (21), Preston, 
Lancs. Sheila (26), Boldon Colliery, Tyne & 
Wear, Liz (22), Derby. Diane (32), Tam¬ 
worth, Staffs. Michele (21), Bradford, 
Yorks. 

Maria (19), Swindon, Wilts. Anna (18), 
Southampton. Miss B. (26), Dorchester. 
Dorset. Sarah (21), Rainham, Essex, Ther¬ 
esa (18), London Ahson (38). Slough, 
Berks. Dawn (28), Lowestoft, Suffolk. Caro¬ 
line (17 ) l Ventnor, isle of Wight. Debt (30), 
Gateshead, Tyne & Wear. Tracey (16). 
Corsley, W. Midlands. Mefanie (20), Slough, 
Berks. 

Diane (30), Chatham, Kent. Kym (27). 
Pickering, Yorks. Vi (34), Portsmouth, Be¬ 
verly (18), Darlington. Co. Durham. Theresa 
(19). Birmingham. Angela (27), Gosport, 
Hants. Silfce (27), Delmold, Germany. 
Cheryl (42), Bridgend, Glam. Gail (24), New¬ 
port, Gwent. Maody (20), Burnley, Lancs. 


BRNC 1966 
REUNION 

16/17 Nov 91 at BRNC 
All officers who joined on tB Sop bb 
are invited to attend. 

Fur details phone dll-718 2ftlh/6d47 nr 
write lo; Reunion 66, 116 Ripfcy Kkfcrk, 
DAB, Spring Gardens, London SVY1A 2BL 


June £30), Coxhoe, Co. Durham. Karen 
(20), Helston, Cornwall. Vicky (21) Gunnis- 
lake, Cornwall. Desna (17), Gosport, Hants. 
$« (28), Dereham, Norfolk. Susan (36), Ha¬ 
lesowen, W. Midlands. Pippa (24), Castle 
Cary, Somerset. Linda (22), St. Albans, 
Herts. Sarah (19), Helston, Cornwall. 

Liz (43), AI lento n. Derby. Carmolina (30), 
Leicester. Carol (28), Barnsley, Yorks. Jen¬ 
nifer (23), Anglesey, Gwynedd. Debra (26), 
Sheffield, Joanna (20), Lowestoft, Suffolk. 
Maxine (24), Moreton, Wirral. Linda (32), 
Swindon, Wilts. Julie (2B), Doncaster. Linzi 
(20), Nuneaton, Warks. Caroline (31), Swin¬ 
don, Wilts. 

Louise (36T Tran mere, Birkenhead. 
Vanessa (35), Ramsgate, Kent. Wendy (29), 
Guildford, Surrey. Julie (24), Newport, 
Gwent. Caroline (22), Forest Row, Sussex. 
Bethan (28), Anglesey. Gwynedd- Lynda 
(36), Cardiff. Fiona (19). Birmingham Judith 
(22), Southport, Meryseyside. Elizabeth 
(29), Blackpool, Lancs. 

Diane (31), North Walsham, Norfolk, Sa¬ 
rah £21), Willenhall, West Midlands. Pat (30) 
Tottenham. London. Victoria (ifl), Tran- 
mere, Birkenhead, Alyson (33), Cradley 
Heath, West Midlands. Maria (25), St Aus¬ 
tell, Cornwall. Kelly (19). Taunton, Somer¬ 
set. Margaret (26), Choppington, Northum¬ 
berland. Sally (27), Freshwater, Isle of 
Wight. Donna (21), Bradford, Yorks. 

Susan (37), Truro, Cornwall. Jo (18), 
Wickford, Essex Caroline (17), Manches¬ 
ter Lesley (23K Isleworth, Mddx. Maria 

(24) , Kingston, Surrey. Joanne (23), Kings¬ 
bury, London. Tracey (27), Barnsley, Yorks. 
Carol (30), Tolworth, Surrey. Tina (23), 
Tredworth, Glos. 

Sue (43), Runcorn, Cheshire. Jackie (23), 
Sheffield. Stephany (32), Feltham, Middx. 
Maggie (31). Plymouth, Devon. Colette (25), 
Liverpool. Vicky (21), Dagenham, Essex, 
Emma (21), Newton Abbot, Devon Kerry 
(16), Hull, N Humberside. June (26). Ches- 
terfiefd, Derby. Julie (25), Dunham 

Jacqueline (16). Leeds, Yorks Anne (24), 
Ems worth, Hants. Julia (35), Barnstaple, 
Devon. Maria (19), Aylesbury. Bucks Dawn 

(25) . Hemef Hempstead, Herts. Kay (20), 
Sheffield, Yorks. Amanda (22), Plymouth, 
Devon, Lisa (21). London. Tracy (24), Wor¬ 
thing, Sussex. Lacey (23), Scarborough, 
York. 

Karen (18), Wicktord, Essex. Margaret 
(39), Ely, Cambs Marie (33), ENestree, 
Derby. Busan (21), Newoastle-on-Tyne. 
Tracy (21), Rochester, Kent, Sue (25), Basil¬ 
don, Essex. Kerry (24), Plymouth, Devon, 
Julie (35), Portsmouth, Hants. Lorraine (19), 
Rosyth, Fife, Jill (28), Plymouth, Devon. 



THE ASSOCIATION OF 
ROYAL NAVY OFFICERS 




Patron 

Her Majesty The Queen 


ARNO, Ihe Officers' Charitable and Social fellowship, is open to 
all Serving and Retired Commissioned Officers of lhe RN, RM, 
WRNS, QARNNS, and iheir Reserves. 

Formed in 1 925, ARNO s primary purpose is to assisl Members 
including Honorary Members (the widows of former members) with 
grants and bursaries from fhe proceeds of ifs assefs which exceed 
£1 million, wherever there is a need. 

Today the financial advantages of membership comfortably 
exceed the annual subscription, ARNO offers practical and 
substantial trade discounts such as a high quality house building 
and contents insurance scheme at substantial discount and a 
saving of up to ,£25 per year on Automobile Association 
membership, plus legal medical and financial consultations at 
free or favourable rates. 

ARNO also has a programme of social occasions including 
regional gatherings and a free members' Home Exchange 
Register. Membership costs £10 per annum or £150 for Life, 
fur membership application form complete fhe foflowing; 


To; U Cdr J M P Coombes RN, ARNO, 70 Porchesler Tee, London W2 3TP, 
Please send me details and a. membership application form; 




J 


APPOINTMENTS recently an¬ 
nounced include: 

Capt. T. L Sunter. As CAPiC 
Hong Kong. August 12. 

Capt R. M. Williams. Brave in 
command, June 9 1991. 

Cdr. J. A. Boyd. Vanguard 
(Starboard) in command. March 
24. 

Cdr. A. M. Willmetl. Edinburgh 
in command, Dec. 17. 

Cdr. P. H. Watson. Amazon in 
command, Jan. 7. 


SEAMAN: To captain — R St. J S. 

Bishop, N. A, Hoskin, G. H. Edwardes, G- J. 
N. Morrison, A. L, Chilton, R. F. Strange, M. 
A- Johnson, T. Morton, A. K. Qymock, F. H. 
Hiscock, 

To commander— Mi, O. Keener, A. G- H. 
Underwood, 5- G. Wilson, Ft. J. Bishop, C. 
F. Mervik. N, □. B. Williams, P. J. Oe Sa. T. 
J, Stoneman, D. M. Swain, S. Bramley, A. 
Croke, C. A. Armstrong, G. P. Johnson, I. 
Turner, P. H. Robinson, P, K. Walpole, D. 
Lombard, T. A. Soar. R. G. Cooling. 

To lieutenant-commander — promoted 
six months early: P. D. Hudson (effective 

1.3.92) , P. W McDonnell (1.4.92), K W. 
Brigden (16.4.92), N. J. Blazeby (1 6 92). 

ENGINEERING: To captain — J W. A. 
Cl ay den. D. A. Hall,. C. L. W. Page, S. W. 
Graham,. P. J. Pacey, J, M. H, Harries, P. D- 
Greenlsh. 

To commander — D. j. Swain son, C. J. 
Holgate, R. C. Richardson, S. Sayles, E. A. 
Bowker, R. Reeder. C. B. Hume, L. Van 
Beek, B. M. Pancott, D. Smith, P. J. Legge, 
P. J. Knowling, N. B. Stefanie. C. H. Leon¬ 
ard, J. W. Bailey, H. W Gibb, A M. King, S. 
M, Henley, J. Hart. 

To lieutenant-commander — promoted 
12 months early: P, PumbeU (1.9.91). Pro¬ 
moted six months early: S, R. Atkinson 
1.1 92), P, G. Baker (1.2 92), 5. J. Wiles 

1.4.92) . 

SUPPLY AND SECRETARIAT: To captain 

— M. P. Sauvage, H. G- Lockwood. 

Tq commander — A. R, Jackson, N. R, 
Day, A. Jones, P. J. McCarthy, J, K. C. 
Pearce. 


MERITORIOUS Service Medal awards to 
RN and RM personnel for second half of 
1991: 

WO(WEA) D. J. Ashton, C/5GT W. A, J. 
Baxter, RM, WO(WEA) R. W. Benham, 
CCMEA(H) E Best, CPOMA E, G- Birbeck, 
WO(AEA) E. M, Birnie, CMEM(M) G. O. Ca- 
ven, WD(PT) K. W. Cawley, CPOAEM(WL) 
J. Comet, CPOAEA(M) P. J. Flannery, 
CPO(OPS){R) P. F Foster. WOWEA T. C 


Cdr. R. A. Mark. Herald in 
command. July 30, 

Cdr M. B. Avery, Resolution 
(Port) in command. Aug. 22. 

Cdr. A. M. Poulter Revenge 
(Starboard) in command. Aug, 
22 . 

Cdr. P. St. C. Steel. Liverpool 
in command. Jan. 7. 

Lieut.-Cdr. S. J. Snowball. 

Brocklesby in command. July 27. 

Lieut.-Cdr. R. G. Bosshardt. 

Starling in Command. Jan. 15. 


To lieutenant-commander — Promoted 
12 months early: M, P. Bullock (1.11.31). 

INSTRUCTOR: To captain — L. Red¬ 
stone . 

Tu commander — P, Giles, R. M, Wilkin¬ 
son. P. W. Fortescue. 

WOMEN'S ROYAL NAVAL SERVICE: To 
commander — S, A. Thorburn. 

MEDICAL: Tg surgeon captain — B. E. 
Lambert. E. P. Dewar 
To surgeon commander — W. R. 
Saywell, D- C. Brown, M. N. Jeffrey, C, J. 
Stoot, R. F. Dale, 

DENTAL: To surgeon captain (D) — J, 
Hargraves. 

To surgeon commander (D) — E. A, Batl. 
ROYAL MARINES: To colonel — J. J 
Thomson, A, D, Wray. 

To lieutenant colonel — R, J. Williams, A. 

A. Milton. 

To major — N. P. J. House, H. de Jager, 
S. T. Hartnell, J. H. Thomas, D. A. Hopley. 

ROYAL NAVAL RESERVE 

The following promotions have been 
made lo date September 30, 1991: 
SEAMAN: To captain — E. M. Scott. 
To commander — P, D. Cooke, T. R. 
Woolley. 

NOS BRANCH: To captain — C- N. 

Walker. 

WOMEN'S ROYAL NAVAL RESERVE 
To commander — j. S. Walker. 

To lieutenant-commander — P. J. Burns, 

B. E. Hare, E. J Hewitt, V. J. Locock, 0. J. 
McAuley, S. C. Sides, A. A. Smith. 


Goldsmith. WG(AEM) D. S. Green, WO- 
(MAA) R. S. Hedges, W0(SA) R. P. Lansley, 
CCWEA J. Lester-Swindell, CPO(OPS)(S 
W. Mills. POCK J. Moran, CCMEAfP) J, 
Morgan, WO(ST0) J. A. Partington, WO(CK) 
R. W. Rough, CCMEA(P) A. C. F, Sander, 
WO£OPS)(R) D. T. Sherren, WO(OPS)(R) R. 
Squibb, CPOA(AH) R. Talbot, CPOSA P. J. 
Wade, WO(PT) T. A. D Webb, WO(SA) C. D. 
White, WO(CT) M. Wilkinson. 


THE following fist shows the total points of 
the men and women at the top of each 
advancement roster for petty officer and 
leading rates as at August 1, 1991. 

Intermediates (Int) indicates that person¬ 
nel can be advanced before they are eligible 
to receive merit points or before the roster 
can be adjusted to take account of them. 
This means that personnel are advanced in 
■'basic date" order. Dates shown against 
"Int" rosters are the basic dates of the top 
eligible personnel. 

The number following the points (or basic 
dates) is the number of men who were ad¬ 
vanced during .July. 

PQ(EW)/RS(W) — Int (7,6.91), Nil: 
LS(EW)/LRO(W) — Dry, Nil; PO(M) — Int 
(8,6.30), Nil: LS{M) — Int (7.12,90), 4; PG(H) 

— Int (17 3.89), Nil: LS(R) — Dry. 3: P0(5) 

— Dry, 2; LS(S) - Int (15.3 91), 2; PO(D) - 

Int (26.3.89), 1; L${D) 189, Nil; PQ(MW) 

— Dry, 2; LS(MW) — Int (15 3 91), Nil; 
POfSR} — Int (9.6.69), Nil; LS(SR) — Int 
(8.12.89), Nil; POfSEA) — Int (9 6.89), Nil; 
CY — 163, 1; LROfT) — Int (5.12.89), Nil; RS 

— Int (6.12.88), 2; LRO(G) — Int (12 3.91), 
14; POPT — 1 S3, Nil; RPO - Int (7.3-89), 
Nil. 

POMEM{L>(GS) — Int (20-12.B9), 3; 
LMEM(LHGS) — Int (28.4,90), 8; 
POMEM(M)(GS) — 164, Nil; LM£M(M)(GS) 

— Int (12 1.89). 11; POWEM(OMGS) — int 
(3,7.90), 2; LWEM(0)(G3) — Int (2,6 90), 22; 
POWEM(R)(GS) — Int (6 11 90), 4; 
LWEM(RKGS) — Dry, 15; POCA — Int 
(19.10 83), 1; POCKfGS) — T92, 2; LCK(GS) 

— Int (10,4.89), 2; POSTP(GS) — 565, Nil; 
LSTG(GS) — Int (17.10.89), 1; POSA(GS) — 
339, Nil; LSA(GS) — Int (18.10.90), 1; 
POWTR(GS) — Int (27.7,90), Nil; LWTR(GS) 
—- Dry, Nil; POMA — Int (10,1.89), 3: LMA - 
Dry, 2. 

PO(S)(SM) — Int (215.91), Nil; LS(SKSM) 

— 128, Nil; PO(TS)(SM) — Int (17.7.90), Nil; 
L5{T$HSM) - Int (28.2.91), Nil; RS(SM) — 
91, Nil; LRO(SM) — Int (13.3.90), 1; 
POMEM(LNSM) — 278, Nil; LMEM(L)(SM) 

— Int (13.5 89), Nil; PQMEM(M)(SM) — 664, 

Nil; LMEM(MHSM) — 422, Nil; 

POWEM(OHSM) — 146, Nil, LWEM(0)(SM) 

— Jnt (14,3,89), 6; POWEM(RXSM) Int 
(6 11.90), 3: LWEM(R)(SM) — Int (5.5 89). 3; 


8 - 

I. K. Fa ire lough. LA(AH), RN Air Station 
Yeovilton. June 18. 

P. F, Foster CPO(OPS)(R) HMS Nel¬ 
son. June 29, 

A. J, HiraL Surg. Cdr. RN Hospital Has- 
lar. July 2. 


D. C, Settle, Ex-GPO{Diver)!. Served 
1930-50, including HM ships Revenge, 
Acheron, Seamew, Frobisher and Flamin¬ 
go. Aged 76. 

L, P. Sktenar. Ex-PO STOMECH. Ships 
included HMS Eagle, Eastbourne, Penel¬ 
ope, Decay, Delight and Cavalier, 

L. A. W. Burner, served 1926-50, in¬ 
cluding HM ships Barham and Belfast. 
Member Barham Surivors' Association. 

H, Sima, BEM. Ex-PQ Diver, Ships in¬ 
cluded HMS Coventry, Kingston and Re¬ 
claim. Aged 72. 


PO(UWHSM) — Dry, Nil; POSA(SM) — Int 
(20-2.90), Nil; LSA(SM) — Dry, Nil; 
POWTR(SM) — Int (25 5,89), 1; LWTR(SM) 
- Dry, Nil; POCK(SM) — Dry, 2; LCK(SM) 

— 517, Nil; POSTD(SM) — 85, Nil; 
LSTD(SM) — 305, Nil. 

POAfAH) — 507, Nil; LA(AH) — 617, 2; 
POA(METOC) — Int (13.7,90), Nil; 
LA(METOC) — Dry, Nil; PQA(PHQT) — 558. 
Nil; POA(SE) — 256. Nil; LA(5E) — Int 

(12.4.89) , Nil; POACMN — 376, 2; 
POAEM(M) — 74, 2; LAEM(M) — 161, 5: 
POAEM(R) — Int (5.7 90). Nil; LAEM(R) — 
67, 2; POAEM(WL) — 95, Nil; LAEM(WL) — 
369, 1 POAC — Dry, 1, 

POWRER(R) — Int (5.3.90), 1; LWREN(fl) 

— Int (5.3.90), 6; POWREN(RS) — Int 

(6 12.88) 1: LVifREN(HO) - Int (8.12.88), 2; 
POWRENPT — 217, 1; RPOWREN — Int 
(4 7.09), Nil; POWRENCK — Inf. NiJ 
LWRENCK — Int, Nil; POWRENSTD 502. 
Nil; LWRENSTD — 92. Nil; POWRENSA — 
93, Nil; L WRENS A Int (22.2.90), Nil; 

PGWRENWTR — inf (13 6.89), 1; 

LWRENWTR — Dry, 2; POWRENWTR(G) — 
int (21.2 89), Nil; LWRENWTR(G) — Dry, Nil; 
POWRENMETOC — Int, Nil: LWRENME- 
TOC — Dry, Nil; POWRENPHOT 369, Nil 

POWRENAEM(M) — Int (6.7.89), 1; 
LWRENAEM(M) — 100, Nil; 

POWRENAEM(R) — Dry, Nil; 
LWRENAEM(R) — Int (7 7.89). Nil; 
POWRENAEM(WL) — Int (9.3.89), Nil; 
LWRENAEM(WL) — 105, Nil; PQWRENETS 

— 84, Nil; LWRENETS — Int (10 10.89). 1; 
LWRENTEL - 187, 1; POWRENWA — Int 

(8.3.89) , Nil; LWRENWA — Int (23,5-89), Nik 
POWRENDHYG — Int (24.1 90), Nil; POW- 
RENDSA - Jnt (20.9.30). Nil; LWHENDSA 

— Int (20.1.89), 1; FOENfG] — 184, Nil; 
L£N(G) — Int (12.6 91), 1 PORGN — Dry, 
Nik LMA(Q) — Dry, 2. 

The Basic Dates quoted for the WRN5 
ratings in the following categories, which 
have no examination tor the next higher 
rate, are applied Jr accordance with BR 
1066 Chapter 22. 

POWREN QA — Int (12.7.91). 1; POWREN 
MT — 588, Nik POWREN TEL — 864, Nil. 

Roster states do not include the award of 
the Ma.y 1991 C281 points which were not 
available at the time of publication. 


E. Johnson, Ex-RM. Ships included 
HMS Euryalus; also member of Euryaius 
Association. 

W. F. Lee, Ex*LSTD- Served 1937-49, 
including HMS Norfolk, Belvoir and The¬ 
seus, For 20 years committee member of 
Sidmouth RNOCA. Aged 70 

J. Mullane, Ex-CFO TASk Served 31 
years, including HMS Royal Sovereign, 
Dido, Leeds Castle, Diomede, Troubridge 
and Cassandra. Aged 69. 

P. Bartlett, Cdr (retd). Service included 
K26, XI, H(k}, Pandora, H34, Perseus, 
Token and Qberon. Member Norfolk 
branch SOCA, 

G. Dennis, Ex-FC(OAE). Ships included 
HMS Cockade. Girdteness, Lynx and 
Ajax. Aged 58 

B. Clough, Ex-LSTO. Service included 
LCA Flotillas 50/64 North Africa. Sicily 
and Salerno. 


Officer Promotions 


PROVISIONAL half-yearly selections for promotion from December 
31 T 1991, are as follows: 


Merit Medals 


Deaths 


A, M. Morrison, MNE. RM r Poole. June 


l 


CPOWEA(GC) Tapscott. Portsmouth na¬ 
val base, ext. 2SB92, drafted to CWTA. Will 
swop for any Plymouth shore base, 

WREN(RX&cele A) L. Walmstey, RNAS 
Yeovilton (ext 5262/6327) drafted to RAF 
Wyton (PV draft) Sept., will swop for any 
Plymouth or Cu Id rose dr aft. 

POWEM(O) A, Stacey, HMS Brazen, 
drafted FMRO Portsmouth, November, will 
swop for any Plymouth shore draft or ship 
in refit, 

POMEM(L) Nicholls, drafted to HMS 
Fearless, Oct 91, wrff swop for arty Devon- 
port based ship. Currently serving at RM 
Poole, ext. 2220 

WTfl Schofield, 2D Mess, HMS Ambus¬ 
cade Will swop for any Portsmouth-based 
ship. 

LMEM(M) Strawford, HMS Defiance, 
Plant Store, 68074. drafted HMS Battleaxe, 
Oct. Will consider any ship In refit/shore 
base in Devonport area. 


We’ll 

meet 

again 

HAVING been reunited after 
54 years, Wally Sheppard and 
Stephen Shannon, Ordinary 
and Able Seamen together in 
HMS Hcrcward in 1937, had 
plenty of catching up to do. 

The two 74-year-olds recog¬ 
nised one another when the 
Kingsion-on-Thames branch of 
the Royal finttsh Legion visii- 
ed the Lnfield branch. Memo¬ 
ries of their time on sanction 
patrol dulses during ihe Span¬ 
ish rivil War came Hooding to 
mind. 

liach learm the other went on 
to serve in earners — Wally in 
I he Ark Royal and the Hermes; 
Stephen in the f ormidable and 
lhe Illustrious Varied wartime 
service followed for the pair, 
during the course of which Ste¬ 
phen rose lo the rank of com* 
mander, winning a DSO along 
the way. 


Swop Drafts 


PQAEM(WL) Toptiss, 820 NAS, RNAS 
Culdrose, drafted to HMS Neptune, Sepg 
91 r would like lo swop with ary Culdrose ' 
based sqn (preferably) or any other air 
station. 

CPOMEA(ML) Hutchison, SRs' Mess, 
HMS Sultan. Dratted FMG Portland, Oct. 
Will swop for any Portsmouth shore base. 

RS Sweeney, HMY Britannia, drafted 
RNR Leeds (CRS billet). Will swop for any 
Portsmouth area shore base or GOMMCEN 
Whitehall. 

P0(M) Thomson, HMS Edinburgh. Will 
swop for any Portsmouth-based Type 42 or 
CVS 

MEM{M)1 Booth, HMS Cottesmore. Will 
swop for any Plymouth-based ship, prefera¬ 
bly not deploying. 

L$A Drew, HMS Defiance ext. 65881, 
drafted 814 Sqn, RN air station Culdrose, 
Aug. Will swop for any Devonport ship de¬ 
ploying or not. 


MEM(M)1 Starling, (Scale A) HMS Ives- 
ten (or Gosport 529560), drafted HMS Scyl- 
Fa„ Nov. Will swop for any diesel boat 

WEM(0)1 Graham, 3G Mess, HMS Liver¬ 
pool (ship presently in refit). Will swop for 
any Rosyth or Portsmouth-based ship. 

PQAEM(M) Horton, AMQ Culdrose, ext. 
7201, dratted 819 Sqn. for front line service, 
late 1991. Will swop for any Culdrose- 
based front line or second line draft. 

CPOAEA(WL) Amos, draft 846 Sqn., 
early 1992. Will swop for any Culdrose- 
based unit. Contact 0326 316402 or Cul- 

Hfntp pj#f 71 Qtl 

CPOMEA(EL) Riley, HMS Neptune, ext. 
461/6160, drafted HMS York, Sept- Will 
swop for any Rosyth-based Hunt, Island or 
Single Rate minehunter. 

POAEM(WL) Sharpies, drafted 619 Sqn. 
late 1991. Will swop for AED FLS or Cul- 
drose-based FLS squadron/unit. Contact 
Culdrose WLFtS 0326 574121 ext, 719D or 
Helston 565102. 


The deaths are also reported of the 
following members of the Algerines Asso¬ 
ciation: Capt. W, Dobson. RNR (retd), 
ships included HMS Welfare and Acute: 
R. D, F, Brown (Rifleman) and K- Shipley 
(Jewel). 

ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 

The deaths are reported of the follow¬ 
ing shipmates: 

R. Clarke. Bletehley. 

A. Griffiths, vice-chairman and life 
member, Wrexham. Aged 67. 

ft H. Bradshaw, associate member 
Leominster. Served in RAF in HM ships 
Eagle and Battler. 

J, Roberta, Sidctip. Served in mine¬ 
sweepers. Aged 67. 

Jean Cockell (nee Paul), former secre¬ 
tary and area representative, Andover. 

C. G. A. Brown, Enfield and Braintree 
branches. Ex-AB, ships included HMS 
Baltinderry. Also member Ganges Assn, 
and Lea Valley White Ensign Assn. Aged 

J. Clubb, founder and life member and 
vice-president, Colchester. Aged 81. 

W. Jeans, founder member and former 
Chairman Basildon. Ex-Torpedoman, 
ships including HMS Ramillies, Crocus 
and Burdock, Aged 71. 

C, Grainger, founder member Chirrg- 
ford and Waltham Forest. Ex-LCK, ships 
including HMS Glorious and Belfast. 
Aged 66. 

R, A. Murray, ex-standard bearer, 
Wallasey. 

W. H. Hughes. committee member, 
Wallasey. 

Mrs, B. Hay, Portsmouth. 

D. Davies, quartermaster, Scarbor¬ 
ough. Ex-PO Instructor. Served nine 
years, including HMS Cossack. Aged 70. 

A. R. Breeze, Shrewsbury. 

W„ Downes, founder member, 
Shrewsbury. 


SOVIET THANKS 

SURVIVORS of the Arctic Convoys who braved appalling condi¬ 
tions to take arms and supplies to Murmansk and Archangel 
during the Second World War were paid a moving tribute by the 
Soviet ambassador Leonid Zamyatin. 

Mr Zamyatin told more than 100 former seamen who attended a 
reception at the Soviet Embassy in London to mark the 50th 
anniversary of the first convoy that the people of his country felt 
deep gratitude for the sacrifices made by the Royal Navy and 
Merchant Navy. 

He also announced that further commemorative medals would 
be presented to convoy participants who had not previously 
received one. 



SHIPS PORTHOLE CLOCKS 
IN HEAVY CAST BRASS 


Every dock and barometer Is set in a heavy brass casing that has been 
cast in solid brass and painstakingly machined and polished to a 
beautiful finish. AH products come with 5mm thick bevelled glass. Our 
plinths are hand chosen from the finest mahogany. 


6" Dial Porthole clock £71 
6 Dial Porthole barometer £73 
5" Dial Porthole clock £64 
S' Dial Porthole barometer £66 
Z'/i" Dial Porthole clock £51 
m* Dial Porthole barometer £53 
3 Yi" Dial clock and barometer on mahogany plinth £112 
5 Dial clock and barometer on mahogany plinth £138 


Mounted on a mahogany plinth £81 
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £63 
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £74 
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £76 
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £57 
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £59 


Add £2.50 postage and packing. Make cheques or postal orders payable 

lo Royal Mariner, Dept NN T GRM LTD., GRM House, Maritime St., 
Fleetwood, Lancs FY7 7PB PROMPT DELIVERIES EX-STOCK 


n Telephone 0253 773177/773955 Fax 0253 773037 2Z 
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NAVY DAYS 

are here again! 


THE BROWN BEAR=n 


FRIGATES from the German and Dutch navies, FGS Hamburg and HNLMS Van 
Kinsbergen, will combine forces with the RN at Navy Days in Plymouth held during 
the Bank Holiday weekend of August 24/25/26. 

Main attractions include the aircraft carrier HMS Ark Royal and the recently 
commissioned Type 23 frigate HMS Marlborough as well as HM submarines Tire¬ 
less and Opportune, RFA Olwen, and HM ships Campbeltown, Brave, Active and 
Beagle, 

Hunt class MCMVs HM ships Berkeley, Chiddingfold and Middleton will be in 
company with minehunters from Germany, France, Belgium and Holland, 

The natural amphitheatre of Weston Mill Lake and Homoaze provides the back¬ 
drop for an air display white abseiling, free-fall parachuting and unarmed combat 
displays will be provided by the Royal Marines, 


The RM Band of FOP will lead the continuous lawn display featuring teams of Sea Cadets from all 
over the country. 

Other attractions include the Pusser’s Rum roadshow, Whiteleggs Fair, goff. a cliff and chasm 
obstacle course and laser skeet shooting. 

Parking is available in the Camels Head area with a "park and ride” scheme operating close by. 
Admission costs £4 (£1.50 children and O.A.P.s) with prices halved for organised parties of 18 or 


fhipeFldl 

M A HOTEL 
aa PLYMOUTH HOE kac 
* Lockyer St, PL1 2QD * 
Telephone: (0752) 227311 

Elegant Victorian building, 
sympathetically modernised with 
22 bedrooms, spacious dining 
room, sitting room, cocktail bar, 
car parks, colour TV all rooms. 
10% accommodation discount 
For brochure contact: 

Lt Cdr. Alan Jones RNR 

(Retd) _ 


^PLYMOUTH- . 

/fm TEVIOI GUEST 1 I OUSE) 
20 Nurlli Rd. East. 

07>2 2b2 656 Mr* lean Fisher 

Hose io ciiv ccmrc. railway Barbican 
and Ho: HMS Raleigh 4 m on bus 
route Dt-siaiic available. CTV, C'H + 
Hit:. & 

Tea/CotTee facilities, 


more. 


RIGSBY'S 


GUEST HOUSE 

PLYMOUTH 

All facilities - Nr city centre 

Tel: 0752 669161 


PLYMOUTH 


MORWENNA GUEST HOUSE 


112 North Road East 
Plymouth PL4 SAW 

Close to station, city centre and 
polytechnic. All rooms colour TV and 
tea making facilities. No restrictions, 
Own key , 

Margaret and Tarry Jonas 
(0752) 563540 


NAVY DAYS SPECIALS 

THE COMPLEX (Freehouse) DEVONPORT 

— Opposite Albert Gate — 

invite you to join a Beer-Fest and Barbecue. Up to 
forty traditional ales (Nationwide). Barbecue facilities 
on the patio (or let us cook you a splendid meal in¬ 
side). Children’s room available. Plus live Fifties and 
Sixties band in the evenings. See the ships, meet the 
men and join the fun. 

Enquiries 0752-560293 


NAVY DAYS MEMENTOES 



Collect RN Ships Badges in miniature 
born £3-20- Send for brochure/list 

K&T CRAFTS 

Salttiouse Mills, Barrow in 
Furness, Cumbria LAI 3 0DH- 
Tel (0229) 470649 



PLYMOUTH 

WHERE TO STAY - 
WHAT TO SEE - 

Plymouth and surrounding area 
is ripe wilh places to visit and 
things to do. Your only problem 
is one of choice. Winding 
estuaries, cliff walks, sandy 
beaches and coastal villages of 
South Devon & Cornwall are so 
near and so Inviting. 

Plymouth's own waterfront 
offers a complete contrast to 
the quiet sleepy fishing porls on 
its outskirts. The sound is 
always a hive of activity and 
there's no better way to 
appreciate Plymouths maritime 
panorama than by boal from 
the Barbican or Hoe. 

Choosing the correct 
accommodation is always a 
concern, Hl will it be alright, is it 
central' 1 etc. The Hotels & 
Guest Houses featured on this 
page, from the smallest to the 
grandest are eager to show you 
a true Plymouth welcome, and 
will do all they can to make 
your stay an enjoyable one. 


PLYMOUTH 

CARANEAL HOTEL 

Ail rooms en-suite For brochure 
and details of Week-end and 2/3 
Day Breaks please contact 

H&G Horsfietd 
12/14 Pier Street, West Hoe 
Telephone 0752 863589 


PLYMOUTH 

CHESTER GUEST HOUSE 

54 STUART ROAD 
PEN N YCOME QUICK 0752 863706 

A Licensed ★ Very dose to rail, City 
centre & bos route HMS Raleigh/ 
Dockyard and within walking distance of 
Dockyard ★ Colour TV, Tea/Coflee 
making facilities all bedrooms, some en 
suite ★ Full CH ★ Lock-up Parking 


PLYMOUTH 

OLD PIER GUEST HOUSE 
WEST HOE 

★ A FRIENDLY WELCOME 
A A GOOD BREAKFAST 

★ CENTRAL ALL AMENITIES 

ETB 2 crowns. Member HA 
Give us a call 
(0752) 268468 


PLYMOUTH 
CRESCENT HOUSE HOTEL 
18, Garden Crescent, West Hoe 

Comfortable family hoiel, providing 
friendly professional service, yet greal 
value for money 

* 50 yds foreshore ★ Close city centre- 

★ Licensed ★TV * Tea/coffee making 

Tel: Lucy (0752) 266424 


HOEGATE HOUSES. 

Established 33 years. High!) m run mended 

Begajil Itipndfv d; u seiecl, Jose ( o ihe Barbicnr, 
Bu Sitsfiorr. City Centre, SMltn'g Tiute. and Fei'v 

rprmmnl 

English m Conlinejila! Br^aklasi 
Mo'-i roorn 1 , Tn'ijf' Shower'^, Ail .vilh Coktui FV 
HliI huHitic.;. CeHr«l h*«1niq 

Own hev, amflie parking, B ti nnlv fro— i' f Ef p n 
f.-ij iljigSe rooms. S.A.L oiea.?? 

Hot (at? Stred, J'hf Mnr, PL iitcpurJt PI L 
. Tel: i'0752? MlUJ , 


DEVONPORT PLYMOUTH (0752) 564663 

Come and join us after your visit to Navy Days. Service personnel 
are always welcome. 

Enjoy a good value lunchtime bar meal nr snack! 

With a glass of real ale from I He cask 
*■ Happy Hour during the week 5.30-7pm ★ 

Restaurant/Function Room, Fa miles and Children Welcome 
Weddings, Engagements* Mess Parlies & other junctions catered 5or ai 
competitive rates. Patio — Ideal tor barbeques 
Warm and friendly atmosphere — Cat Park 


I 


DOORSTEP 

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICE 


Offer sound professional 
advice and a complete 
personal service to Military 
personnel 

LETTING THEIR HOMES 
IN PLYMOUTH 

For details telephone 
Michaela Tarpley on 
(0752) 491626 


4*+*++++++++++t+++ 

PLYMOUTH 

ROSALAND HOTEL 

32 Houndiscombe Road, Mutley 
Tel: 0752 6647*9 

The friendly hotel with the 
professional touch Satellite TV and 
In House Movies in ail rooms. Fully 
licenced. 4 Course English breakfast, 
en suite available. Central to Hoe, 
Barbican, station and HMS Raleigh 
Resident owners Heather and Peter 
Shaw assure you of a warm welcome 

++++++++♦++♦++♦♦++ 


Tht Astor llotel TT^TT RAC i jhiiiWipJE 

Elliot Street ★ * I 1Y1U U 1 XX * it * (0752) 225511 

Plymouth HOTEL '°^ 2) 151994 

Situated on the famous Hoe ( close to the city centre, this 
well equipped and elegantly furnished hotel offers, first class 
accommodation , food, wines and most importantly , friendly 
courteous service whatever the occasion may happen to he . 
ir Overnight accommodation and fall English breakfast from £19.50 pp it 

ACCOMMODATION 56 well appointed bedrooms, all with enstiite 
bathrooms, colour TV, radio, tea/coffee making facilities and telephone 

FUNCTIONS: We will cater for all types of function at very competitive 
prices. Weddings, Mess dinners, Reunions up to 120 max. 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO WELCOMING YOU 


The 

Grand Hotel 

PLYMOUTH 


ACCOMMODATION AND FULL ENGLISH BREAKFAST 
£21,00 per person in a doubfe/twin £26.00 pet person in a singfe 

The above SPECIAL DISCOUNTED RATES are offered from 

ThursdaySunday inclusive for one night or more 

Built in 1079, the privately owned Grand Hotel retains many of the original Victorian architectural 
details typical of the period. Conveniently situated on Plymouth Hoe, with 76 en-suite bedrooms, ;t 
is a comfortable base to visit yout relatives. PRIVATE FUNCTIONS — We also cater for 2 1st 
_ Birthdays. Engagements and Weddings fur a maximum of 120 peopte, _ 


WRITE: GRAND HOTEL. 

TELEPHONE: 

FREEPOST, PLYMOUTH, 

JANET POWELL 

PL1 1BR 

(07531 661195 


PLYMOUTH 

MOUNTBATTEN HOTEL 

52 Exmouth Road, Stoke, Plymouth PL1 4QH 

Family-owned hotel in quiet cuf-de-sac 

★ Colour TV, Tea/Coffee facilities all rooms 

ir Some bedrooms en suite ★ Licensed bar it Evening dinner optional 

★ Parking available ★ ETB 2 Crowns 

★ Walking distance Naval Base Si Fleel Club 

Telephone 0752 563843 


CHINA RJ3ET COUNTRY CLUB 
CORNWALL 

Free membership for all serving 
non commissioned officers and 
ratings of RN, RM, WftNS and 
QARN'NS, their spouses and 
children under 1B, 



All others may apply for 
Associate, Weekday or 
Temporary Membership, 
Preference will be given 
to ex ratings and serving 
or ex officers. 


For Application Farms 
and Enquiries 

China Fleet Country Club 
SalTash 

Cornwall PL12 GLJ 


Sett Catering Cottages — Bookings 
being fatten tor J991 and 1992 


Telephone 
(0752) 348668 
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ENSURE YOUR 
SECOND CAREER 
ISN’T SECOND RATE 


Let John Prodger Recruitment be your guide to securing an 
interesting and rewarding second career. 

We specialise in: 


Field Service 
Technical Authors 
Test Engineers 
Instructors 


Systems Engineers 
Project Managers 
Avionics/EW 
Computer engineering 


and many more — all based ip reputable engineering 
companies throughout the UK. 

Simply return the coupon below for an 
i’nfT't application form or call us on 0727 41101 for 
J'"'Ey ^ confidential advice on your next career move. 

We look forward to hearing from you- 

-- --- x; 

Name. 

Address 


.Post code _ 

Tel No Bus No _ 

John Prodger Recruitment 
FREEPOST 49a St. Albans, Herts AL1 3BR. 


NAVY NEWS 
ADVERTISING RATES 


WHOLE PAGE ....... £1,800* 

QUARTER PAGE................... £550* 

HALF PAGE—.,.............. £975* 

SINGLE COL. CM........... £11.50* 


* Plus VAT at 17!/z% {Minimum acceptable 2.5cms) 

ACCOUNT TERMS Monthly accounts have to be approved in advance of 
advertisements appearing. Settlement is due within 30 days of the invoice, 
and failure to render payment within that date will resuit in either the 
withdrawal of subsequent advertisements in a senes or for "one-off" 
insertions, a surcharge of 10% plus a further £ T £% for every month overdue. 

FIRST ADVERTISEMENT TO BE PAID IN ADVANCE BV ALL NEW 
ADVERTISERS INCLUDING AGENCIES. WHERE MONTHLY 
ACCOUNTS ARE NOT APPROVED ADVERTISING IS ON A 
PRE PAID BASIS ONLY 

Series discounts and provision of voucher copies are not available 
to M run-on" advertisers 

For series discounts and other details please write to: 

Advertising Manager 
NAVY NEWS 
HMS NELSON 
PORTSMOUTH POI 3HH 
Telephone 0705 826040 
or Naval Base 822351 (extension 24226) 

Fax 0705 830149 


Leaving the Service 



Engineers, Technicians, Instructors, Tech, Authors, etc. 

Step into the best paid jobs! 

We can provide positions tor Forces trained personnel of all ranks 
Our free, confidential and personal service provides prompt 
introductions to IX K. and overseas vacancies often before they 
are advertised 

If you are in your finat year of service, complete the reply slip 
below or phone Mike Gibson for a consultation. 

NEW ERA SERVICES 

14Great Whyte, Ramsey. Huntingdon, Cambs, PEI7 ILL 
or phone Ramsey (0487) 813030 


Please send me a registration form for your Recruitment Service 


Rank 

Nam* 


Addiess 

L 


PILOTS 

Are you leaving 
the Service shortly? 

FOR YOUR CIVILIAN LICENCES 
‘ CONVERT WITH TRENT" 

★ Fixed and Rotary Wing Flying for all C.A.A Tests 

★ Resident CAA.RIX Examiner 

★ Fuff residential courses for ail C.A.A Examinations. Short JJ Cramrner' r 
revision courses 

★ CPL(A) ATPL(H) Correspondence Courses 

★ ATPL(A) Correspondence/Self study package 

★ Self study technical course 

★ Discount/deferred payment scheme for qualifying service personnel 

Lt Gary Rickard (Rtd) is our R.N, Liaison Officer, He will be delighted to 
advise on any aspect of Conversion Training. 



CM approved 

Cranfieid Airfield, Bedford, 

England MK43 OAL Tel: (0234) 751243 

Fax; 0234 751363 Telex: 826178 



SAFER LOADS 


FOR ALL OUR ROADS 


STUART KELLY'S SHEETING 
AND ROPING 

Securing EVERY Load 
Moved by Road Transort 

R.T.IXB, Nationally Approved 
Full Training Given 
With Certificate Given on Completion 

JOBS AVAILABLE EVERYWHERE 

THIS IS NOT A JOKE — THIS IS REALITY' 
£90 for the weekend 
From £15 per night for BB & EM 

Stuart Kelly Enterprises 
50 Helmside Road 
Oxenholme, Nr Kendal 
Cumbra LA9 7HA 
Telephone: 0539 727467 

Member of ROSPA 


ADVANCEMENT? 
GOING OUTSIDE? 


Improve your qualifications by enrolling for a flexible 
Open Learning course at 



HIGHBURY COLLEGE 
PORTSMOUTH 


Duties? Away on course? 

Join at any time 
Study at any time 
Work at your own pace 

GCSE and A Levels are available in Maths, English and most 
other subjects 

Telephone Paulette Moon 
9795 383131 Ext 203 
or see your Education Officer 



Sealion Shipping Limited 


LEAVING THE SERVICE? WANT 
A SEAGOING CAREER? 

Tours of sea duty one month, aboard Oil Rig Standby Safety 
Vessels in the North Sea, followed by one month's leave. 

These ships remain on oil field location to provide continuous and 
immediate response in case of emergency (man overboard, 
platform evacuation, helicopter ditching etc.) 

All ranks required 

Specific training provided 

Advice and assistance given to 
convert qualifications to Merchant Navy status 

For more details, write . 

Mr. Chris HindJey, Personnel Manager 
Sealion Shipping Ltd. 

4 Cambridge Place, East Street, 

Farnham, Surrey GU9 7RX 

Or telephone (0252) 737773 


- Off-Licence Management - 


We care about your potential 


Convince us that you can run a 
successful off-licence and weTl 
take your talents very 
seriously. We re looking for _ 
dedicated, ambitious 
people who can 
communicate with a 
variety of customers. 

YolTII get superb 
training and support 
while you learn our 
business. In a short 
time you could be 
managing your own 
branch. 



Unwins 

300 BRANCHES 


Unwins is the UK's largest 
independent off-licence group. 
We re well-established, and can 


offer you a challenging career with 
as much responsibility as you want. 

We also offer real 
prospects, a generous 
bask salary plus com¬ 
mission, free accommo¬ 
dation when you 
become manager, and 
other benefits. 

If you live within 
100 miles of London, 
please write or 'phone 
for our information pack 
and application form: The 
Personnel Department, Unwins 
Limited, Birchwood House, 
Victoria Road, Dartford, Rent 
DAI 5AJ. Tel: (0322) 27271 1. 



We Offer 

• Professional Training 

• Management Prospects 

• Location Preference 

i r you enj&y Beapi Q and you are over 
:3 years d^p. then tap ypur op! ion; open 
and cafifttf Swiss Pioneer Life, it won'- even 
. L-c-; /cus-stomp 

^7 

—/ Swiss Pioneer Liie hjc. Swiss Lite Ho-use. 

/ Wrojthsm Hoad. Collisfulf, Norwich, NR12 7BP 


Swiss Pioneer Life 

(U niled Kingdom) VTX 


■ ■ ■ • - ■ . • • ‘ '.4' •?*.. t ;r 



W 

PROVIDENCE 

CAPITOL 

ill 

Is this YOU?? 

presentable and hard Working? 

★ able to communicate and enjoy 
meeting people 

★ tike variety and interest in your 
work 

★ would appreciate a worthwhile 
career with unlimited 
opportunities 

★ can cope with the high financial 
rewards and associated benefit* 

If you would tike to discuss 
such possibilities and you 
are over 24 years old and 
own a car 

Telephone David Vane 
Southampton 
07011 639544 


CVs — by post 

These days job hunting is an 
exercise in product marketing 

YOU are that product! 

Sell /ourself with a good CV. 

WE SPECIALISE IN HM 
FORCES 

For free details, write or call: 


SERVICE-CV 

2 Tern Gardens, Plymouth, 
PL7 3HZ. 

Tel. 0752-344342 (24 hrs). 


GOING CIVI? 

Sell your skills and experiences in a 
professional way with a well 
presented C,V 
Contact 

TASGARD 

Training and OccipaUmal Advisory Service 
257/259 COMMERCIAL ROAD 
PORTSMOUTH POI 4BP 
Tel: 0705 826770 Fax: 0705 822625 


SUB-POST OFFICE IN 
PICTURESQUE VILLAGE 
Friendly corner of Somerset 
Good PO salary. Newsagents (no 
Sundays). Character 3 bed 
accommodation 

£135,000 Freehold + S.A,V. 

Details: 

Telephone: (0225) 469464/7 
Ref: P JL 


DRIVER/GARDENER 

HOUSEKEEPER 

Country and anintai loving couple 
required for house in Northamptonshire 
village. 

Wife to took after general household 
duties 

Husband to care foi garden, help with 
horse, general odd jobs and occas.onalty 
drive It would be possible for husband to 
seek extra part time work. 

We are offering separate self con sained 
anriey. of bedioom, sitting room, kitchen 
and bathroom, all newly fitted furnished 
or unfurnished- Heal mg and electricity 
bills Included, plus salary 

SORRY NO PETS OR CHILDREN 
Ptease write or telephone: 

Mrs Kennedy 

Torch Hrtl Farm Havensthorpe; 
Northamptonshire NN6 SEN 
TEL: 0604 770358 
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MANNING 

CUTS 

• From page one 

has reduced considerably since 
the last pay rise and ihc down¬ 
turn in the economy, it contin¬ 
ues by and large to parallel the 
reductions required. 

This removes the need Tor 
any drastic redundancy pro¬ 
gramme. It is understood that 
the Second Sea Lord was sig¬ 
nalling the detailed personnel 
implications of Options for 
Change in late July (after Navy 
News went to press) and that 
this should confirm that the 
manpower reduction wilt be 
achieved so far as possible by 
natural wastage, but may re¬ 
quire a small number of 
redundancies. 

It is expected that most of 
these would be achieved 
through volunteers for 
redundancy. 

In its details of UK Regular 
Forces strengths the new White 
Paper shows RN strength at 
April 1 this year at nearly 
54,700, comprising 50,500 
males and 4.3 00 females, and 
with Royal Marines strength at 
7,400. Comparative figures (es¬ 
timated) for next year are 
52.300 (48,600 and 3,700). plus 
7J 0O Royal Marines. 


Changes 
at the 
top 


• From page orte 

broad relocation outside Lon¬ 
don of functions not pari of the 
new slimmed-down core MOD 
headquarters. It results from 
the PROSPECT Study report 
and involves major changes for 
all the Services within both 
MOD and commands. 

Overall there are to be sav¬ 
ings of about 20 per cent in the 
uniformed and civilian lop 
structure. 

Within the Navy, Chief of 
Fleet Support will establish a 
Naval Support Command 
which, in addition to his de¬ 
partment's current responsibili¬ 
ties, will include a centre of en¬ 
gineering expertise and will 
undertake in-service support of 
all mature ship, submarine, 
weapon and equipment pro¬ 
jects now the responsibility of 
the Sea Systems Controllerate. 

With a spread of responsibi¬ 
lity and staff centred on Bath, 
but including the dockyards 
and some other waterfront acti¬ 
vities, CFS is expected to lead 
this enhanced organisation 
from Bath, while retaining a 
small team in London. 

As a Top Level Budget Hold¬ 
er CINCFLEET will join the 
Navy Board which, on comple¬ 
tion of all changes, will com¬ 
prise: Chief of Naval Staff and 
First Sea Lord; the Second Pcr- 
manent Under Secretary: 
CINC Naval Personnel (this 
proposed title may change) and 
Second Sea Lord: Chief of Fleet 
Support; Controller of the 
Navy; CINCFLEET; and Assis¬ 
tant Chief of Naval Staff. 

Training 

Commandant General Royal 
Marines — funded as a H igher 
Level Budget Holder by CINC¬ 
FLEET — will move from Lon¬ 
don and is likely to subsume 
the functions of HQ Training 
and Reserve Forces RM and 
HQ Commando Forces, But a 
range of MOD HQ posts will 
still be open to RM officer! 

Much of the detail of the 
many changes involved has yet 


to be decided, but it is expected 
that the changes will be imple¬ 
mented progressively over the 
next two years, 

A relatively early move is 
likely to be that of the present 
MOD Training Staff and also 
being considered is a revised 
organisational structure for the 
Naval Secretary's staff. Captain 
Naval Drafting and Manpower 
Planning Staffs. 

But every effort will be made 
to ensure that h *our much en¬ 
vied and high quality appoint¬ 
ing and drafting proceeds un¬ 
hindered" savs a message to the 
Fleet. 

Service conditions matters 
not requiring multi-Servkd 
consideration or resourcing will 
remain in the parent service as 
part of the broad relocation 
outside London, 

The Procurement Executive 
is the subject of a separate 
study and co-location of the 
Sea Systems Comrollerate with 
Army and Air Force colleagues, 
in the Bristol-Rath travcl-io- 
work area should be achieved 
by the mid-90s. 

‘Greater good’ 

I'he message to the Fleet says 
the Navy has much to gain 
from Ihc changes, which the 
Navy Board greets with enthu¬ 
siasm, 

“These changes will improve 
many of our present practices 
for managing the Service, intro¬ 
duce more responsive adminis¬ 
tration and control of resources 
and give Commanders-in-Chief 
and subordinate commanders 
increased flexibility, taken w r ilh 
the major delegations of au¬ 
thority intrinsic in New Man¬ 
agement Strategy. 

“The slimmer command and 
administrative structure will al¬ 
low greater room for the exer¬ 
cise of initiative and economy 
of effort." 

The announcement also says. 
“Shorter decision lines and in¬ 
creased authority at more ju¬ 
nior levels will release the ener¬ 
gies and talents which exist in 
the Fleet for the greater good of 
the Service," 


— and a letter 
for an old hand 


FIFTY EIGMT-year-old 
leading writers are a bit 
thin on the ground these 
days — especially those 
who can also claim Army 
service. 

Now, after 35 years in the 
Royal Navy, Leading Writer 
Slim Wilkinson, holder of the 
BEM, is retiring — and just as 
he was getting to like rt 

With ear trumpet and walk¬ 
ing stick, he made sure he 
could hear his final orders as 
a valedictory letter of dis¬ 
charge was presented by 
Commodore Chris Hebron, 
Commodore of HMS Nelson, 

Slim — real names John 
George — worked in a shoe 
factory after National Service 
with the Royal Army Pay 
Corps. 

But he felt the call of the 
sea, joined the Royal Navy in 
1956 and now looks back on 
his favourite drafts as three 
years in HMS Tamar 1958-61; 
a spell with F02 Far East 
Fleet from 1963-65; and the 
last deployment of the pre¬ 
vious HMS Ark Royal. 

Before joining HMS Centuri¬ 
on in 1965 he served with 
COMNAVSOUTH in Naples. 

A former hockey player 
(goalkeeper), he has plenty of 
hobbies, including gardening 
(“instructed" by wife Tricia) 
— so it may be a while before 
he is beating a path to the 
RAF recruiting office. 

Picture: LA(Phot) Slinger Wood 


A bugle call for 
brave budgies 


BACK on their perches in Gibraltar after 
migrating in HMS Manchester for a spot of 
Gulf duty is the six-strong St. George's 
flight of budgerigars. 

Recruited as a back-up to the ship's chemical 
protection system, they landed up with special 
“gongs" as the Manchester land them safely on 
the Rock during her call on homeward passage 
to the UK. 

The musical welcome as the splendid six- 
Joey (flight commander), lain, Dinah, Chrissy, 
Rosie and Magic — were brought ashore in their 
cages included a pipe from LS Paul Hooker and 
a fanfare from Bugler Chris Wahnon, of the Gi¬ 
braltar Regiment. 

“1 thought it was a wind-up when a signal 
arrived from the ship requesting six budgies," 
said Andrew Frost, of the Joint Supply and 
Transport unit in Gibraltar. “We were unable to 


locate any budgies from pet shops, but the chil¬ 
dren from St. George's Service School came to 
the rescue with six birds from their school 
aviary." 

During the war they were watched for any ill 
effects to give additional warning in the event of 
gas attack from enemy forces. 

Dubious claims from the ship’s supply officer, 
Lieut. Nick Lewin, have been that some of them 
learned Jackspeak on board, and that all were a 
little tired after their R. and R. during 
deployment. 

The special “medals" presented by the 
ship’s commanding officer (Cdr. Andy Forsyth) 
bore the ship’s badge and bird’s name. 

Children from St. George’s School were on 
the jetty to greet the ship at Gib. and return their 
now far from unsung heroes to their aviary, 
there no doubt to recount the odd war story to 
any of their feathered friends who would listen. 


Are you interested in working 
overseas and earning a good 
tax-free salary? 


Airwork Limited has vacancies in die trades listed below for ex-service Artificers/ 
Technicians (or other suitably qualified candidates) between the ages of 22 and 54 to work 
on longterm (renewable}, unaccompanied overseas contracts (BTEC/ONCan advantage. 
Clean driving licence essential), 

* Airframes/Propuiston (Strike Aircraft, Transport Aircraft & Helicopters) 

* Role Equipment 

* Flight Systems 

* Avionics 

* Aircraft Electrical & Instruments 

* Armament (Inc Weapon Storage & Instruction) 

* Ground Support Equipment (inc MT, LOX & RHAG) 

* Ground Electronics (Man/Vehide Portable Com ms Systems, Aerials & Instruction) 

* Rapier 

* Warship Comms/Radar/Navaid Systems 

* Warship Weapon Control Systems 

In addition to a tax-free salary you would enjoy free messing and accommodation, 
generous paid UK leave with free air passages, free insurance, free medical care and good 
recreational facilities. 

Why not write (no stamp required), with CV, to Mr D. Milne, Airwork Limited, FREEPOST, 
Christchurch, Dorset BH23 6BR or telephone Bournemouth (0202) 572277 ext 2294. 
Quoting Ref, No, N/S 
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SEALARK 111 has been re- 

§ laced at HMS Drake by 
torm Dragon, a Westerly 
Storm 33 purchased from 
the establishment's Wel¬ 
fare Fund* the Wardroom 
Mess Fund and grants 
from the RN Yacht Re¬ 
placement Fund and Flag 
Officer Plymouth* 


She was commissioned by 
Mrs Poppet Wixon, who is 
pictured with, from left, es¬ 
tablishment yacht officer 
Cdr. Simon Moir (SWEO 
$M2),-CapL Donald McVean 
(Captain HMS Defiance) and 
Cap! David Wixon (Captain 
HMS brake). 

The yacht significantly 
enhances local yachting 
facilities* She will be used 
by naval personnel for rac¬ 
ing and sail training and will 
also be available (or Individ¬ 
ual charter. 

3 Storm Dragon has already 
been used extensively this 
season in most of the local 
RHSA events* 


Tait tops tally at tourney 


HOSTED by RAF Germany, this year's International Invitation Water Polo Tournament was fought out in RAF 
Laarbmch's outdoor pool. 


The weakened Royal 
Navy team was supplement¬ 
ed by new members gaining 
valuable experience of 
water polo abroad. 


WEMs Norton and Gordon 
and WE A Lees (Colling wood) 
proved themselves well and 
should have a bright future in 
the sport. 

The tournament was played 
against top Dutch sides Me riel 
and Roermond to whom the 
RN lost 7-4 and 4-3 in tightly 
fought games. CpI. Jesson (Her¬ 
on), Sub-Lieut. Sneddon (In¬ 
vincible) and Lieut. "’Sharon" 
White (Sultan) worked well in 
defence, while CPO Gary 
Brickley of Collingwood (the 
RN water polo manager) and 
LAEA Hamster Tait hammered 
home the goals with wins 
against RAF UK (6-2) and the 
German side Neuss (10-2). 

The trip proved a great suc¬ 
cess with Tait emerging as scor¬ 
er of the highest number of 
goals in the tournament — 18, 
despite missing a penalty. 

With a final thank-you to 
Sqn.-Ldr. VicentL who handled 
the liaison, the RN side now 
has its sights set on the inter- 
services competition (August II 
8). With maximum availability 
of players the side will be a 
tough force to beat. 



r-Bisley and Lees shine in pool■ 


DESPITE just two week¬ 
ends together for train¬ 
ing, the Royal Navy un- 
der-19 swimming squad 
had knitted together well 
in time to take on the 
Army at swimming and 
water polo at HMS 
Temeraire. 

MEA APR Bis ley (Sultan) 


won the 100m butterfly. Par¬ 
ticular mention must also be 
made of WEA APP Lees 


(Collingwood), who won both 
the 100m and 200m front 
crawl, and of the medley re¬ 
lay team — Bisley, WEM 
Horton, Lees and WEAP APP 
Wynert — who won their 


race* But the Army finished 
as winners overall by 54 
points to 43. 

Evenly contested for the 
first three quarters, the 
water polo match turned in 
the Army’s favour after the 
Navy lost one of their key 
players. The final scoreline 
of 10-3 to the Army was flat¬ 
tering to that side, though. 




boxing 

ROY At Navy boxing again sees international honours in 


at Wroclaw (August 


Mm. Mark Edwards steps 
into his usual middleweight 
slot and will be looking to 
impress In what is realisti¬ 
cally a warm-up contest be¬ 
fore the world champion- 
ships in Australia in 
November. 

Meanwhile, receiving his 
first international calf will be 


former Royal Navy boxing 
coach Sgt Leo Toms (RM 
Poole}, who travels to 
Poland as assistant national 
coach. 

A delighted Leo explained 
his satisfaction at his selec¬ 
tion, saying .,, ‘it's on hon¬ 
our five always looked for¬ 
ward to and 1 hope to go out 


Poland for the annual match 

iSS* 

there and obtain a good 
result” 

Leo, who has worked on 
numerous ABA national 
squads in the past, receives 
just reward for his dedica¬ 
tion to the spoil and be¬ 
comes the first Royal Marine 
to coach the national squad 
on an international abroad. 

r- : —- 


Guest stays 
at the top 


IN THEIR last two county fixtures before the Inter-Services, 
the Royal Navy golf team won one and lost one. writes 
Lieut-Cdr, Roger Knight. 


At Oakdale Golf Club near 
Harrogate the Navy team, in¬ 
cluding new players Lieur-Cdr. 
Pal Lynch (Daedalus) and LPT 
Bill Stretlon (ex-Cardiff) beal a 
young but talented Harrogate 
and Dist. Union side 9-7. 



In the Foursomes CPOWEA 
Don West (Liverpool) and 
CPOWEA Steve Lambert (Re¬ 
nown) gained a comfortable 4 
and 3 win. Surgeon Lieul.-ddr. 
(D) Phil Guest (Sultan) and 
LWEM(R) Steve Tinsley (Col¬ 
lingwood) went one better win¬ 
ning 574, CPO Pat Smith and 
CPO Peter Hayden (both Cul- 
drose) won on the,last green 
and there was a steady 4/3 win 
for PO Brum Hum (Portland) 
and Lynch. 

The afternoon's nail-biting 
singles saw wins by Guest, 
West and Smith, leaving 1 Vi 
points required for victory. 
Hunt's good win ensured at 
least the match would be 
halved. Tinsley and Hayden 
both had fighting halves to se¬ 
cure the 9-7 victory. 

Before any purists put pen to 
paper and state that 9-7 seems 
an odd result, let me put their 
minds at rest by telling them 
that M instead of 10 singles 
matches were played. 

The fixture against Brecon 
and Radnor took place at Llan- 
drindod Wells Golf Club, 
where the 315 yard first hole 
must be one of the steepest 
climbs of any opening hole in 
the UK, Bui if the first is steep 
going upwards, ihe 1 Sih — 
called Death or Glory — is the 
opposite. 

It proved to be the Navy’s 
undoing. At lunch 3-2 down, 
the RN lost the singles 7-3, 
with six of the matches going to 
the 18th and the Navy losing 
four of them. 

Foursomes wins came from 
West/Lambert and Lynch/ 
Hunt. Hunt, Tinsley and Stret- 
ton were the singles winners, 
while newcomer CPOWEA 
Barry Potter was promising. 

The majority of the Navy 
team then participated in the 
RN and RM Open and Inter- 
Command Stroke Play Cham¬ 
pionships on the testing Moni- 
fieth Golf Links near Dundee. 

Team captain Guest was in a 
class of his own, winning the 
championships for the third 
time in a row and the fourth 
time in five vears. His score of 
296 (76. 75; 73, 72) was 14 
shots ahead of CPOWEA Clive 
Shinn (Collingwood), who in 
turn was three shots ahead ol 
Lynch and Lambert, 

The class of Guesfs play was 
epitomised at the 530 yard 
18th when he found the greem 
side bunker with his 2-iron 
second, splashed out to six feel 
and calmly holed the birdie 
putt. 


The Inter C ommand Stroke 
Play Championship was a 
much closer affair. Despite 
having the first and second in 
Guest and Shinn, Portsmouth 
Command was beaten into 
second place by Naval Air on a 
count back over the Iasi round, 
having tied with 1,201 after 
three rounds. 

For the uninitiated, the com¬ 
pel i ton is played over 54 holes 
with each Command represen¬ 
ted by six players They arc al¬ 
lowed to drop llicir worst score 
of each round. Naval Air's 
team of Pat Smith, CPO Derek 
Ashman, Pal Lynch Brum 
Hunt, CPO Ken Olerenshaw 
and PO TafT James proved 
more consistent and well de¬ 
served the win, 

□ □ n 

St Mellion was the setting for 
Ihe second annual Submarine 
Challenge Shield goll match. 
The crews of HM submarines 
Splendid, Trenchant and 
Superb and members of the 
Disposal Group faced sli IT op¬ 
position from the Devon pon 
Management Ltd team. 

The match play competition 
was much closer than DM Us 4- 
1 victory would indicate, A 
Stableford competition also 
produced a winner and runner- 
up for DML — Mike Brown 
and Peter Fisher. 

Nearest the pm prizes for the 
12th and 14th went to Fred 
Wilcox (DML) and Lieut.-Cdr. 
lake Moores (XO HMS 
Superb). Captain's awards for 
meritorious play were given to 
Steve Horne (Ebsposal Group) 
and Mike Cusack (DML). 

n □ □ 

Plymouth Area Fleet Golf 
Championships were played at 
the China Fleet Country Club, 
Saltash. North wood (Cdr. Nigel 
Overington, Lieut, Nick Gar¬ 
land, WOCA Tony Vella and 
LS Shaun Millington) won the 
team trophy, CPO Steve Wildig 
(Illustrious) was the individual 
winner. 

Among those teeing off were 
a past Fleet Recretion Officer, 
the present holder of the post 
and the future encumbent — 
Bob Burley (Liverpool Recruit¬ 
ing OfficeL Bob Fasson (to be 
promoted Commander October 
1) and Bob Dunkley (RN Ad¬ 
venture Training Officer (Te- r 
meraire); to join Fleet at the 
end of September), 

□ □ □ 

The Submarine Flotilla Golf 
Championships, sponsored by 
Courage and Imperial Tobacco, 
will be held at Meon Valley 
Golf Club on September 5 th. 
They are open to all serving 
submariners. Contact Lieul.- 
Cdr B. Burgess on PNB ext, 
41234 for further details. 



KEEN COMPETITION 
KIND HOSPITALITY 


AN EXPERIENCED squad came together 
for the Royal Navy Squash Rackets 
Association tour of Hong Kong; alt ten 
players having represented the Service 
at senior, veterans or under-25 level. 

The team, sponsored by Eclipse Sports 
Supplies, played seven matches, of which 
they won four, and held two coaching clinics. 

Games were played against Hong Kong 
Cricket Club, HKFC T the “Locals”, Jubilee 
Sport Centre and Kowloon Cricket Club, Main 
match of the tour was played for the Morrison 
Cup between a Commander British Forces 
team and a Chairman’s Hong Kong SRA team. 

The 17-string match was played on HMS 
Tamar’s three courts and CBF just managed a 


IQ-7 win. Afterwards, the CBF team hosted a 
barbecue around the Tamar swimming pool. 
Capt. Burton Toft, chairman RNSRA, present¬ 
ed a plaque and tie to John Walker of HKSRA, 
who had organised the matches. 

Throughout the tour the matches were 
played keenly and sportingly and the tourists 
particularly wish to thank their Royal Navy 
hosts. 

The tour side is pictured right — standing 
(from left): PORT Ian Sinks, Lieut,-Cdr. Nick 
Alves, Sub-Lieut Nick Paine, AEM Craig Rob¬ 
inson, Lieut. Mike Farrage and WOPT Nobby 
Hall, of HMS Tamar. Seated (from left): WTR 
Jason YoudaJe, WOPT Tim Webb (tour mana- 
ger) T Capt. Burton Toft (chairman RNSRA), 
CpI. Brian Allen and CPO Martin Juckes. 
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HARRISON NOTCHES 
UP ANOTHER GREAT 
PERFORMANCE. . . 


BURNABY Road, Ports¬ 
mouth, was the scene of 
the 1991 Inter-Services 
Undcr-25 Cricket Festi¬ 
val, writes the Royal 
Navy’s U25 team mana¬ 
ger, Lieut , Peter Piercy, 

RN captain Sub-Lieut, 
Rob Giles won the toss on 
the first day and elected to 
bat first against the Army. 
This soon proved to be the 
correct decision as at lunch 
the RN were 102 for two. 

Runs came slowly after the 
break but A EMI Darren Harri¬ 
son continued the attack and 
was the mainstay of the RN in¬ 
nings, scoring a chanceless 106 
from a total of 222 for four 
from 55 overs. LWEM Jimmy 
Stewart (45) and MEM Stuart 
Higginbottom (39) gave excel¬ 
lent support. 

Regrettably, the RN bowling 
attack could not match this bat¬ 
ting prowess and the Army, 
with their flamboyant strokes, 


ran out winners by three wick¬ 
ets. WEA ARP Dave Wynne 


and at one stage were 64 for six. 
A century partnership between 


Cricket 


had the best return — 3-43, 
Lieut. Peter Istead (77) and 
Cpl. Simon Palmer (44) were 
the Army’s top scorers. 

Day 2 saw Giles again win 
the toss, this time against the 
RAP, and again elect to bat. 
But the RN were soon in trou¬ 
ble against a hostile RAF attack 
led by Cpl. Chris Whyborn, 

Despite a whirlwind 41 from 
Mne. Andy Procter, the RN 
total of 132 was never going to 
he sufficient. The Navy's open¬ 
ing bowlers, Sub-Lieut. Paul 
M orica u and LMEA Dave Ast- 
ley, had the RAF on the ropes, 
but vital chances were missed 
and with below par bowling the 
RAF cruised to a 10-wicket 
victory. 

The final match between the 
Army and the RAF to decide 
the winner again saw a com¬ 
fortable win for the RAF. Chas¬ 
ing 281 the Army started badly 


Lieut. Ian Wood (87) and 
Lieut. Willy Pym (45) caused 
the RAF a headache, but once 
Wood was caught on the 
boundary the result was never 
in doubt. In a rain-affected 
match the RAF won by 34 
runs. 

Two centuries — Harrison's 
being the first since that of cur¬ 
rent RN captain Robin Holl- 
ington in 1982 — and eight 
other scores in excess of 45 
were testament to head 
groundsman Bob Wheeldon’s 
first-class pitch preparation. 

The RAF awarded three new 
caps compared with eight each 
to the Navy and Army and with 
their greater experience the air¬ 
men were best equipped to ex- 

THE Army will host this year's senior Inter-Services Cricket 
Festival at Aldershot. On August 5 the Royal Navy will play the 
Royal Air Force and on August 6 the RN will meet the home 
side. Both matches will commence at 11 a.m. 


ploil the pilch conditions. 
Selection for the Combined 
Services was dominated by the 
RAF, with Harrison being the 
sole RN player for the match 
against the England Schools 
Cricket Association. 

• Scores: RN 222 for four 
(Harrison 106, Stewart 45, Hig¬ 
ginbottom 39). Army 225 for 
seven (Wynne 3-43). 

RN 132 (Procter 41). RAF 
133 (Riddell 73, Penney 48). 

RAF 280 (Beeston 124), re¬ 
duced to 241 from 48 overs. 
Army 207 (Wood 87, Pym 45). 

Pictured (right) are Sub-Lieut, 
Rob Giles and Second Lieut. 
Ian Wood, the Royal Navy and 
Army Under-25 cricket cap¬ 
tains, Rob is currentiy studyng 
at Liverpool University and Ian 
at Birmingham University. 




AMONG the riders for this year's Manx Grand Prix 
Races to be held on the world-famous TT course on the 
Isle of Man wifi be LieuL-Cdr. Tom Quaye (ARE Haslar). 


Now in his fifth year of 
racing, Tom has entered the 
six-lap Senior Race on a La- 
verda 600, sponsored by 
Todd La verda, Croyden, the 
importer, Metromach of 
Fareham and Hobbs Sport, 
Plymouth. 

Last year he was the Un¬ 
limited Classic Champion of 
the North Gloucestershire 
MCC and in the Manx he fin¬ 


ished ninth in the Newcom¬ 
ers Race and was a member 
of the winning club team. He 
lapped the course at 
98.8mph. 

Tom's ambition for this 
year’s event, which opens at 
the end of August, is to win 
a replica and to be rider of 
the first non-Japanese 
machine home. 


Motor-Cycling 


Less left to chance at Dryad 



(from left) Mrs Bemie Broadbent (Deck of Cards), Mne. Al 
Hudson (Emerson) and CpL Martin Isaacs (Rupert V). 


THIS year’s RN and RM Novice Equitation Championships 
at HMS Dryad were organised slightly differently from pre¬ 
vious years and the standard of competition was undoubted¬ 
ly higher than anything seen for a good while. 



In the past, the draw for 
horses could match a nervous, 
lightweight Wren with a fire¬ 
breathing, ex-Cavalry charger, 
or put a 16-stone Bootncck on a 
reincarnation of Lillie 

Pony”. 

The lottery was scrapped this 
year and instead the 15 horses 
supplied by the RM Saddle 
Club and Naval Riding Centre 
were allocated to their riders on 
the Friday morning, giving 
them the rest of that day and 
the next morning to get used to 
one another. 

This training was carried out 
under the watchful eyes of RM 
instructors Cpl. Nigel Joyce 
(RM Poole) and LCpLs Bulch 
Busiany (RM Bickleigh) and 
Jan Vincent (RM Norton 
Manor). 

There were still nerves 
aplenty in the competition. 
Clear winner was RN depen¬ 


dant Mrs Bemie Broadbent (in¬ 
cidentally a qualified BHS 
instructor), but there were also 
good performances by new rid¬ 
ers and by riders on the fringe 
of RN teams on novice horses. 

Wren Sara Stone (Heron) rid¬ 
ing her own horse Baltina in 
their first season with the RN 
team won the Mountbatten 
Trophy for the best Service 
competitor. RM Poole won the 
team competition and the 
Lambe Trophy. 

Bemie rode to victory on 
Deck of Cards, owned by Cpl 
Martin Isaac's wife and stabled 
at Dryad. 

• POWREN Isaacs went on to 
be placed second on Rupert V 
at the Metropolitan Police 
Horse Show and Tournament, 
held at Imber Court. Mne 
Wood, riding Jasmin, was 
third. This was a fine showing 
in a very large field, including 
representatives of the Navy, 
Army and RAF as well as all 
forces of the Mounted Police. 


NAC piles 
on the 
pressure 

IN ENERGY-sapping 
temperatures, the 
Royal Navy Volleyball 
* Association Inter- 
Command Volleyball 
Championships took 
place at HMS Nelson. 

By the end of the first 
day's play the finalists 
were almost decided, but 
confirmation came only 
at the end of the second. 
It was to be a final 
between Naval Air Com¬ 
mand and Fleet. 

MVhlhnmim 

Watched by Flag Offi¬ 
cer Portsmouth, the 
match eventually stood 
with NAC two sets up and 
looking for a third to win. 
Then Fleet stormed back 
to take the next set 15-4. 

With the match now 
wide open, the specta¬ 
tors watched a thrilling 
fourth set in which NAC 
piled on the pressure and 
Fleet gradually sagged 
under the onslaught. 

Final score for the 
match was 15-3, 15-4, 4- 
15,15-6 to NAC. So Naval 
Air won overall, with 
Fleet as runners-up, 
Portsmouth third and 
Royal Marines fourth. 
FOSNI and Plymouth 
brought up the rear. 


rGREAT-i 

SOUTH 

RUN 

SUNDAY, October 13, will 
see Portsmouth host the 
Great South Run, a 10- 
miler set to attract inter¬ 
national and club runners 
as well as fun racers. En¬ 
try forms are now avail¬ 
able from the Diet Coke 
Great South Run, Ports¬ 
mouth City Council, 
Guildhall, Portsmouth 
POI 2AD, or telephone 
0705-834728. 
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Options 


SIX MEASURES TOT UP THE SPIRITS 


FOLLOWING a 12-month policy study into 
the effects of the 1988 Review of 
Allowances, six measures now agreed 
promise a favourable impact on conditions 
of service. 

They involve the FAMSTAT declaration; a 
Boarding School Allowance rule change; leave 
travel destinations; compassionate leave travel; 
property transaction legal expenses; and offi¬ 
cer leave travel. 

With FAMSTAT having proved “over regula¬ 
tory” when applied to many allowances, the 
Cl 18 declaration is abolished from August 1* 
The terms "Mobile” and "Stable” will no longer 
apply and entitlement to allowances will now be 
governed by individual allowance rules. 

Married personnel when serving accompa¬ 
nied will be entitled to accompanied benefits 
and to unaccompanied benefits when serving 
unaccompanied. 

It means that married personnel serving un¬ 
accompanied on August 1, irrespective of 
whether they were previously declared Mobile 


or Stable, will be eligible for the unaccompanied 
benefits of free single accommodation, Separa¬ 
tion Allowance and Separation warrants. 

Appeals panel 

They may move their families to join them at 
their current place of duty at public expense, 
with the assistance of Disturbance Allowance 
and Removal Expenses, providing they still 
have six months to serve in their current draft or 
appointment. 

Married personnel serving accompanied on 
August 1, irrespective of whether they were 
previously declared Mobile or Stable, will be 
eligible for accompanied benefits. 

Should they move their families away at their 
own expense to a selected place of residence 
of over 50 miles or one-and-a-haff hours travell¬ 
ing time from their place of duty, they will be 
entitled to unaccompanied benefits for the re¬ 
mainder of their draft or appointment. 

Boarding School Allowance claimants will still 
be required to serve accompanied, but the ex¬ 
isting exceptions when BSA can be claimed 


when serving unaccompanied remain in force. 

There is now also a new clause to the excep¬ 
tions to BSA mobility requirement, allowing the 
claimant to serve unaccompanied if the child is 
within two years of a major examination (for 
example, GCSE or A Levels). This ensures the 
interests of the child are protected during a 
critical education period. 

Individual appeals concerning SSA matters 
will in future be considered by a small panel in 
MOD(N) which wifi ensure that decisions on 
continued payment of the allowance will be in 
the best interests of the child, fair to parents 
and within the intentions of the regulations. 

Legal expenses 

Another of the six new measures is abolition 
of the requirement to declare and record up to 
four nominated addresses as leave travel desti¬ 
nations. Travel warrants may now be issued to 
the fallowing address destinations: Registered 
next-of-kin; parent/guardian or close relative; 
parent/guardian or close relative of spouse; at 
commanding officer's discretion, fiancee or 


other designated person with whom a regular, 
long-term relationship exists (for example, for¬ 
mer guardian, godparent, long-term girlfriend); 
residence where "home” has been established; 
address of a child of a former marriage. 

A fourth measure is that travel warrants may 
be issued for authorised compassionate leave 
and will not affect existing leave warrant 
entitlement. 

Another change is that maximum refund of 
legal expenses for house sale or purchase has 
been increased from £2,500 to £5,000 from April 
1 this year. 

First class warrant travel for seagoing lieu¬ 
tenant-commanders and above has been re¬ 
stored for travel from ship to authorised desti¬ 
nations and is also introduced for lieutenants 
appointed in sea command. This concession 
does not extend to sea credit warrants. 

Throughout the policy review, which was con¬ 
ducted by all three Services, the aim was to 
simplify allowance regulations wherever poss¬ 
ible, while preserving the positive features of 
the 1988 review. 


Fleet takes 
shape for 
the future 


INVITATIONS to tender have been issued to Yarrow, Swan Hunter, Vosper 
Thornycroft and VSEL for up to three more Type 23 frigates. At present three 
Type 23s are in service and seven more on order. 


Other points emerging 
from the recent Commons 
Navy debate and the De¬ 
fence White paper include: 

Studies are beginning into 
the design of a new nuclear sub¬ 
marine to replace the Swiftsure 
class around the turn of the 
century. It would be based on 
the design of the Trafalgar class 
and incorporate significant im¬ 
provements to sonars and com¬ 
mand systems already under 
development for current 
submarines. 

Meanwhile, the last of the 
Trafalgar class, HMS Triumph, 
is due to enter service later this 
year. 

A design study is under way 
for a future anti-air warfare fri¬ 
gate to replace the Type 42 de¬ 
stroyer around the turn of the 
century. 

HMS Inverness, second of 
the new Sandown class of sin¬ 
gle-role minehunters entered 
service last year, and three 
more of these ships are on 
order. 


TRIDENT 
ON TIME 


INVITING VSEL at Barrow- 
in-Furness to tender for 
the fourth Vanguard class 
missile submarine, MOD 
said the Trident pro¬ 
gramme remained on time 
and within budget to enter 
service with the Royal 
Navv in the mid-1990s. 


Capability 


But it has been decided not 
to place any more orders for 
the time being and the tenders 
received Iasi year for up to sev¬ 
en ships will lapse. Further 
ships will be ordered “in due 
course,” but the size and timing 
of orders has yet to be decided. 

Studies have been taking 
place into the best way of main¬ 
taining the capability provided 
by the two assault ships. HMS 
Fearless and HMS Intrepid. It 
is expected that a contract will 
be placed shortly for project de¬ 
finition into the design for the 



two new vessels to replace the 
Fearless and Intrepid. 

The way forward for an avia¬ 
tion support ship is being con¬ 
sidered. It is still planned to 
order a ship but the tenders 
previously received have ex¬ 
pired and it is unlikely an order 
will be placed this year. 

The three older landing ships 
logistic are to be extensively 
refurbished. 

# The defence budget for 
1990-91 was over £21 billion, 
and will be more than £24 bil¬ 
lion in 1991-92 because of 
additional costs of Operation 
Granby and its effects on the 
rest of the defence programme. 



Mi m-m. 


Gulf campai 
whose design Has now 
been approved by the 
Queen, has a ribbon with 
the colours of the three 
Services at either side, 
separated by a strip of 
pale buff representing the 
desert. 

One side of the medal bears 
the David Wynne portrait of 


other side is based on the 
Combined Operations badge 
of the Second World Wan 
it is the same size as med¬ 
als awarded for the Second 
World War, Scored and the 
Falk! antis. 



A MAJOR task group 
deployment to the Paci¬ 
fic and Far East is 
planned for next year, it 
was stated in the Com¬ 
mons Navy debate. 


SAFETY FIRST 


IN reply to questions about the future of HMS Endurance, it was 
stated for the Government that since her collision with an iceberg in 
1989 it had been normal practice for her annual docking — now 
taking place — to include a detailed survey of the structure and 
metallurgical condition of her hull. 

“Thc safety of the ship and her crew must be paramount and we 
must therefore await the results of the survey before we can lake 
final decisions.” 


EXETER EXEAT 

PO(M) Andy Moughton greets his son Thomas on HMS 
Exeter’s return — together with HMS Manchester — to 
Portsmouth after six months’ duty in the Gulf. 

On the same day the Type 22 
frigate HMS Brilliant — the 
first warship to carry WRNS 
personnel into a war zone — 
arrived back in Plymouth, fol¬ 
lowed two days later by her sis¬ 
ter ship HMS Brave. 


Bangladesh 


The Brave, which look over 
as flagship to the Senior Naval 
Officer Middle East from HMS 
London, was the last British 
warship home from the Gulf 
War — but longest away was 
the RFA Fort Grange, diverted 
from the Gulf to cyclone-strick¬ 
en Bangladesh. She ended an 
11-month voyage at Plymouth 
at the beginning of last month. 


Upholder 
work later 
this year 

IN ANSWER to a Commons 
Question on how long HM sub¬ 
marine Upholder was expected 
to be in dock for work on weap¬ 
on handling system defects, it 
was stated that rectification 
work was planned to start later 
this year and be completed in 
1992. Tenders for the work 
were being evaluated. 
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Base port 
changes 

From page one 

"Rosylh remains the base 
port for the 1st, 3rd and 4th 
Mine Countermeasure Squad¬ 
rons, together with the Fishery 
Protection Squadron. 

“As a result of these changes, 
about l ,100 Service personnel 
will re-locate to Portsmouth 
and 100 to Faslane. Some 900 
civilian posts will also be affect¬ 
ed with a number moving to 
other establishments, but also 
with some inevitable redundan¬ 
cies. 

“Employment at Rosvih will 
then number around 8,500, in- 
cluding employees at the 
dockyard, 

“Current plans to conduct 
major refits of submarines, in¬ 
cluding Vanguard class SSBNs, 
and surface vessels, at Rosyth, 
remain unchanged. The sub¬ 
stantial investment currently 
being made in the dockyard in 
new refit facilities for Trident 
submarines will itself provide 
further significant numbers of 
jobs.” 

Mr. King said other mea¬ 
sures would include the closure 
of HMS Daedalus and re-loca¬ 
tion of the Air Engineering 
School and other units to other 
establishments in the Ports¬ 
mouth area; closure of the RN 
stores depots at Lathalmond in 
Scotland and Copenacrc in 
Wiltshire {although some offi¬ 
ces will remain at Copenacre); 
closure of the RN armaments 
depot at Trecwn in Wales and 
partial closure of the armament 
depot at Emesetlle, Plymouth; 
closure of the oil fuel depot at 
Invergordon and withdrawal of 
RN facilities at the Finnart oil 
fuel depot; and the sale of the 
Gun wharf site at HMS Nelson. 

Best use 

Some 1,900 civilian posts 
would be affected with some in¬ 
evitable redundancies, but it 
was hoped about a third would 
be re-located to-other establish¬ 
ments, These closures would 
take place progressively over 
the next five years, 

“These measures carry for¬ 
ward the policy already an¬ 
nounced of making reductions 
in the support area proportion¬ 
al to those in the front line. 
They are an essential part of 
ensuring the best use of defence 
resources and providing a 
structure appropriate to the 
needs of our Navy in the ’90s 
and beyond.” 

Transfer of the tasks of 
Portsmouth’s Gunwharf, home 
for a variety of units, including 
divers and MCM personnel, is 
scheduled to be completed by 
mid-1995, The tasks of HMS 
Daedalus are due to transfer by 
the end of 1996. Its Air Engi¬ 
neering School will move to 
HMS Sultan and the Mobile 
Aircraft Support Unit to HMS 
Col ling wood. 

Daedalus (sometimes under 
another name), with its exten¬ 
sive airfield, has provided a 
specialised but varied service to 
flying for nearly three-quarters 
of a century . 












































































